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Prayer of the Day 
 
Dear Heavenly Father, thank You for another opportunity to gather together in worship. Help us to 
leave here today more like our Lord Jesus than when we arrived. Help us to remember what a 
difference we can make in the lives of others when we are examples of Your perfect love. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?" He said to him, "’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 22:34-40 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?" He said to him, "’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." 
 
Romans 15:7 
Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
 
Hebrews 13:1-2 
Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it. 
 
1 Peter 4:9 
Be hospitable to one another without complaining. 
 
 
Study Questions – Read Matthew 22:34-40 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Besides Jesus, who in your life has shown you great love? What was his 
or her relationship to you? What was it that he or she did that was so loving? Please describe the person and 
what was done to show you great love? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Matthew 22:34-40, what comes to mind? What 
stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 



3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read verses 34-36. What question does the lawyer ask 
Jesus? Why do you think that he asks Jesus this question? What might be his intent or his goal in asking this 
question? Do you think his goal was to learn something new or important from Jesus? How might he have 
used this question to trap Jesus? 
4. (I) In verse 37, what is meant by the word, “Lord”? In this context what do you think this word means?  How 
does this word influence the way you live out Jesus’ instruction to “love”?  
5. (I) In verse 37, we are told to “love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind.”  Are there any differences between heart, soul, and mind? Why do you th ink all three are 
emphasized here? 
6. (I) Read John 14:15, John 15:13, and Philippians 2:3-4. How do these verses relate to Matthew 22:37? 
What does Jesus mean by the word “love”?  
7. (I) In verse 38, we learn about something called, “the first and greatest commandment”. Why do you think 
this is called the first and greatest commandment? In what sense is this commandment good news? In what 
sense might this commandment be bad news? 
8. (I) The absolute love Jesus describes is beyond our abilities. So, what hope do we have to love like this? 
See Galatians 5:14-16 and Galatians 5:22-23. 
9. (I) In verse 40, it says, “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” What does this 
mean? How are all the laws fulfilled by “loving the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind” and “loving your neighbor as yourself”? Please explain? Are there laws that are not fulfilled 
in following these commands? If so, which ones and why? 
10. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Think about this last week. In what ways did you 
fall short of the command to “love God with all your heart, soul, and mind” and to “love your neighbor as 
yourself”? What can you do differently in the week to come to be obedient to Jesus’ command? 
11. (A) We grow in love by cooperating with God’s Spirit who lives within us; and we cooperate by practicing 
the spiritual disciplines, habits such as reading the Bible, giving, and serving. What godly habit will you invest 
time into this week so that God’s Spirit can grow your love? 
12 (A) Memorize Matthew 22:37–38 (ESV): And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment.” 
  
 


