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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, what an inexpressible joy it is to know the saving grace provided by You through 
our Lord Jesus. The assurance that, no matter our circumstances, You forgive us and ultimately 
desire the best for us provides peace that passes all understanding. Thank You for Your grace as we 
attempt to devote our lives to You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Acts 4:13-22 

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were uneducated and 
ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them as companions of Jesus. When they saw the 
man who had been cured standing beside them, they had nothing to say in opposition. So they 
ordered them to leave the council while they discussed the matter with one another. They said, "What 
will we do with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been done 
through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep it from spreading further among the people, let us warn 
them to speak no more to anyone in this name." So they called them and ordered them not to speak 
or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, "Whether it is right in God's 
sight to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about 
what we have seen and heard." After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had happened. For the man 
on whom this sign of healing had been performed was more than forty years old. 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Acts 4:17-21 
“But to keep it from spreading further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to 
anyone in this name." So they called them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus. But Peter and John answered them, "Whether it is right in God's sight to listen to you rather 
than to God, you must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have seen and 
heard." After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to punish them because of the 
people, for all of them praised God for what had happened.  
 
Study Questions – Read Acts 4:13-22 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) This text is about boldness and courage. Describe a time when 
you demonstrated boldness and courage in your life. What was the situation? What was the 
outcome?  
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Acts 4:13-22, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Although Peter and John were called 
“unschooled” and “ordinary”, they demonstrated great courage. Even though they had no formal 
education, they demonstrated boldness. How did they demonstrate courage? What made them 
behave with such boldness? Why were they able to argue with the educated, religious leaders with 
such confidence? 



4. (I) In verses 13 and 14, what is the significance of having the healed man standing with them? 
What message did this convey to the religious leaders with whom they were speaking? What can we 
learn from verses 13 and 14? What is needed for you to share the Gospel or to defend your faith? 
5. (I) In verses 15 to 17, what did the Council command Peter and John to stop doing? Why do you 
think the leaders commanded them to do this? 
6. (I) Can you think of a time in your life when you were told not to share the Gospel or not to talk 
about Jesus? Or, can you identify a time when you felt as though you were not able to take a stand 
for what was right? Describe the situation. What happened? What was the outcome? Is there 
anything you would have done differently? 
7. (I) Read verses 18-20. When the council at Jerusalem commanded Peter and John, not to preach 
in the name of Jesus, what was their reply? How would you have responded?   
8. (I) Do you believe there is a time or a reason to stand up against authorities? If so, when? In what 
context might it be okay to oppose those in leadership or government? Please give an example. 
Discuss when it is okay and not okay to disobey those in authority. Try to back up your position with 
scripture. 
9. (I) Read verses 21 and 22. The Authorities threatened Peter and John and instructed them not to 
share the Gospel; however, Peter and John continued to do so. But, instead of punishing them for 
their disobedience, the authorities let them go. Why do you think Peter and John were let go? What 
lesson can we learn from this? 

10. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Peter and John had been with Jesus.  
This is all that was needed for them to share the Gospel. They had no formal education. How can you 
be “with Jesus”? How might this impact your witness? 
11. (A) What are some obstacles that keep people from witnessing? How can you eliminate whatever 
obstacles prevent you from sharing the good news about Jesus with others?  
 


