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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we are so grateful to live in a country that honors and celebrates freedom, but we 
are even more overwhelmed by the liberty that comes to us through Jesus Christ—freedom from sin 
and death. We thank You for Your love. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
John 8:31-32 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 
 
Message Notes 
 
John 8:31-32 
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." 
 
Study Questions  
 
Read John 8:31-47 
 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Begin with a game: Have each person share two truths and one 
lie with each other, then have the group try and guess which one is the lie. Take turns. Be creative! 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read John 8:31-47, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) In the beginning of our text, Jesus is talking to 
the Jews who believed in Him. What does Jesus say it takes to truly be His disciple? How does a 
disciple of Jesus abide in His word? How does this take place in the life of a Christian today? What 
does Jesus mean when He talks about knowing the truth? Is Jesus talking about academic 
knowledge (book learning) or is He talking about something else?  
4. (I) Read John 8:32, 36. Where does ultimate freedom in life come from? What is the truth that 
gives ultimate freedom? What comes to mind when you think about freedom? What came to mind 
when the Jews thought of freedom?  
5. (I) Read John 8:33. Were the Jews correct in saying that they have never been enslaved to anyone 
physically? What does Jesus say about the power of sin and its ability to enslave?  
6. (I) Read Romans 3:23 and Romans 6:15-19. What does the New Testament teach about sin and 
its power to enslave people?  Have you ever felt trapped by sin in your life? What does freedom 
mean to you, in light of the bondage that sin brings?  
7. (I) Read Genesis 12:1-3. Who do the Jews claim as their father in John 8:39? Were they right in 
claiming that Abraham was their ancestor and served as a father of all Jews?  
8. (I) Read John 8:39-40. What trait does Jesus say the children of Abraham would possess?  When 
the Jews say, “We have one Father – even God,” how does Jesus respond? Why is Jesus so harsh 
with these Jews? Who does Jesus say their father is? How does Jesus describe their father? Why 
does Jesus make this bold claim? 
9. (I) Read John 8:41-45. What is the mark of someone who is “of God”?  



10. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Read John 8:47. If someone were to 
look at your life, would they be able to say that God was your father? What would need to change for 
people to know that you are a child of God?  
11. (A) What are some ways you can abide in the words of Jesus this week?  
 
 


