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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, so often we strive so hard to succeed, only to struggle, worry, and often fail. Yet 
when we rely on Your way completely, listening and yielding to Your voice and direction, we find 
peace and the proper direction. Help us to get better at submitting to You.  Help us to be sensitive 
and aware of Your direction and guidance, for You are faithful and will never let us go. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Colossians 3:17 
And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
 
Ephesians 4:11-16 
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some 
pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of 
Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, 
to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and 
blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into 
Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love. 
 
Study Questions Read Ephesians 4:1-16 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Describe your favorite gift giving or gift receiving experience. 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Ephesians 4:1-16, what comes to 
mind? What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Paul has just finished describing all God has 
done for us in chapters 1-3. How does he encourage us to respond to what God has done for us in 
verse 1?  
4. (I) According to verses 2-6, how are we to “walk worthy of our calling”?  What is the goal of living 
this lifestyle?  Why do you think that Paul starts by addressing unity in our relationships with others? 
What does that suggest about the role of Christian community for our spiritual growth? 



5. (I) Read 4:4-6. How many “ones” do you count? What is the point Paul is trying to make with this 
emphasis?  What is Paul saying is the basis for our unity? 
6. (I) In verse 7, what is the “grace” that each believer has received? Read Ephesians 2:8; how does 
the “grace” described in Ephesians 2:8 differ from the grace of salvation that is being described in 
Ephesians 4:7? 
7. (I) In verses 7-15, what gifts did Christ give and to whom were they given?  
8. (I) In verses 11-13, how does Paul describe the process by which we move toward maturity? What 
does this process reveal about the necessity of Christian community for our spiritual growth? If we 
were to ask Paul, “Why is Christian community so important for our spiritual growth?” what would he 
say? 
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) What are the greatest gifts, skills or 
talents you personally can offer your Christian community?  
10. (A) In what ways have you attempted to serve through your gifts?  
11. (A) How does this passage invite us to think differently about Christian growth?  
12. (A) What might a community that lives out the vision Paul describes in these verses look like?  
13. (A) What would it look like for you to live out Christian community in the way Paul describes? 
What might change in your life?  
14. (A) Paul invites us to know and experience Christ more deeply through significant involvement in 
the lives of other believers. What attitudes or tendencies in your life cause resistance to embracing 
other believers, thereby missing out on Christ’s provision for your spiritual growth? 
 

 
 


