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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we give thanks today for the earthly fathers in our lives. Please 
grant them wisdom and humility as they face the challenging task of parenting. Help 
them to fully grasp the importance of their example and assist them in showing some 
measure of Christ’s grace and love to their own imperfect children. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Proverbs 4:1-5 
Listen, children, to a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight; for I give you 
good precepts: do not forsake my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, and my 
mother's favorite, he taught me, and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments, and live. Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my 
mouth. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Proverbs 4:1-5 
Listen, children, to a father's instruction, and be attentive, that you may gain insight; for I give you 
good precepts: do not forsake my teaching. When I was a son with my father, tender, and my 
mother's favorite, he taught me, and said to me, "Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my 
commandments, and live. Get wisdom; get insight: do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my 
mouth. 
 
Proverbs 20:7 
The righteous walk in integrity— happy are the children who follow them! 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." 
 
Study Questions Read Proverbs 4:1-27 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) What is a lesson that you learned from your father? Or, 
describe one of your favorite memories of your dad. (If you do not have a dad or you did not have a 
dad growing up, apply these questions to someone who may have been a father-figure to you.) 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read Proverbs 4, what comes to mind? 
What stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read Proverbs 4:1-4. What are instructions 
are given to us as we listen to the godly father as he addresses his son?  What can we learn from this 
instruction?  How can you apply this to your life?  
4. (I) Read Proverbs 5-9. According to the godly father of Proverbs, what is of utmost importance? 
What is the thing we should cherish the most? How would you explain the father’s statement in verse 
7? 



5. (I) Read Proverbs 4:11 and read Deuteronomy 6:5-7. Not only does the godly father point out the 
way of godliness, trust in Christ, obedience to His commands, a life oriented around Christ; he also 
sets the example of all things.  As a father (mother, parent, small group leader, mentor, coach, boss, 
or even friend), when your son/daughter (anyone in your care) looks at your life, do they see that you 
cherish divine wisdom above all else?  Do they see that you practice the counsel the godly father 
gave in verse 7?  Please explain. 
6. (I) Read Proverbs 4:12. Up until this point the father has been the counselor (pointing the way) and 
the guide (leading the way) for his son (verse 11). But now the son is about to go out on his own; 
therefore, verse 12 shifts from the pronoun “I” to the pronoun “you”. As the son goes on his own, what 
confidence does the father express in verse 12? Why is he confident? What might be the difference 
between walking and running? 
7. (I) Read Proverbs 4:18. What is “the path of righteousness” being compared to in verse 18? 
Discuss the significance of this imagery.  
8. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) In Proverbs 4 the father mentions how 
godly wisdom was passed down to him from his father.  What does this tell us about the value of 
investing in the next generation? What can you do this year to invest in the next generation?  
 
 
 


