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Prayer of the Day 
Heavenly Father, today we lift up our mothers. In all of their varied and unique situations, whether 
barely beginning the mothering journey, struggling and thriving in the midst of busy familial activities, 
or transitioning into the final stages of being a mother, we ask You to grant them energy, wisdom, and 
peace. And help us all to thrive in growth as we depend upon You. Thank You for Your grace and 
love this day and all the days ahead. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Proverbs 6:20-22 NRSV 
My child, keep your father's commandment, and do not forsake your mother's teaching. Bind them 
upon your heart always; tie them around your neck. When you walk, they will lead you; when you lie 
down, they will watch over you; and when you awake, they will talk with you. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 20:20-23 
Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she 
asked a favor of him. And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Declare that these 
two sons of mine will sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." But Jesus 
answered, "You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to 
drink?" They said to him, "We are able." He said to them, "You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at 
my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father." 
 
Proverbs 31:25-30 
Strength and dignity are her clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. She opens her mouth with 
wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is on her tongue. She looks well to the ways of her household, 
and does not eat the bread of idleness. Her children rise up and call her happy; her husband too, and 
he praises her: "Many women have done excellently, but you surpass them all." Charm is deceitful, 
and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 
 
Study Questions Read Matthew 20:20-28 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Identify a person that you would consider to be “great”. What 
constitutes greatness? What made this person great? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read this text, what comes to mind? What 
stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
3. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read verses 20-21. Who came to Jesus? 
Why? What favor did James and John’s mother ask Jesus? What do you notice about how Jesus is 
approached? How does Jesus’ question cut to the heart? If Jesus were to ask you, “What do you 
want?” how might you answer him? What are the things you find yourself longing to get from Jesus?  
4. (I) Read verses 22-23. How did Jesus respond to the request that James and John get special 
treatment? What does Jesus mean that the disciples “do not know what they are asking for”? What 
are they asking for? What is it that they want? What does Jesus mean by saying, “Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am to drink?” What do you notice about Jesus’ response to their answer? How 
should that inform our experience when we struggle? 



5. (I) Read verse 24. What was the reaction of the other disciples to this whole dialogue? Why do the 
disciples get angry? What does it show about their hearts? Where in your life do you share their 
indignation? 
6. (I) Read verse 25. Do you think the ability to serve is a God-given gift or is it something we must 
work at? Do you find it harder to sacrifice for someone you know well or someone you barely know at 
all? Is it harder for you to serve someone you know well than to serve someone you barely know at 
all?  Please explain. 
7. (I) Read verses 26-28. What is Jesus’ definition of greatness? Is it difficult or easy for you to apply 
this kind of greatness to your life? What gets in the way of applying this type of greatness in your daily 
life? 
8. (I) Read verse 22 and read verse 28. What do these verses teach us about greatness? Give some 
examples of how today’s culture defines “greatness”. How do the values Jesus taught differ from the 
values we see in our culture today? 
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) How did Jesus sum up His life?  What 
does that mean? In what ways can you follow Jesus’ example? 
How can you demonstrate the type of “greatness” that Jesus taught, in your life this week?  

 


