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Prayer of the Day 
Almighty Father, on this most important day of the year, Easter Sunday, we are reminded that You 
make all things new. You have freed us from sin and death, and now we can live fully ALIVE! Help us 
to live every day with the hope and joy we are experiencing today! In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Mark 16:1-8  
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when the 
sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the 
stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which 
was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not 
be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not 
here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead 
of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went out and fled from the tomb, 
for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Romans 8:11 

If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 
 
Study Questions Read John 20:1-10 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Growing up, what are some of your favorite memories of 
Easter?  
2. (I) Which holiday do you prefer and why, Easter or Christmas? 
3. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read this story, what comes to mind? What 
stands out? What is interesting to you and why? 
4. (O) Read John 20:1, Luke 24:1, Mark 16:2, and Matthew 28:1. On what day of the week did Mary 
go back to the tomb where Jesus’ body was placed? On what day of the week was Jesus 
resurrected? Even though the Sabbath is Saturday (technically, from sundown Friday to sundown 
Saturday), today most Christians worship on Sunday (the first day of the week), why do you think this 
is so? 
5. (O) What does Mary notice about the tomb when she arrives early that first morning? Certainly, 
Jesus could have walked through the stone so, why do you think the stone was removed from the 
entrance of the tomb?  
6. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) How does Mary react to seeing the tomb? 
Who does she immediately find to tell about the tomb? What does Mary tell these disciples about the 
tomb?  Does Mary suspect that Jesus has been resurrected at this point? In verse 2, what is her 
logical conclusion about what has happened?  



7. (I) Read verses 3-7. Describe what Peter and John see when they enter the tomb. If someone 
were to rob the tomb, what items do you they might take and why? If the disciples were to steal the 
body, would they have unwrapped it? How does the fact that the tomb was not quite empty on that 
first Easter morning confirm that Jesus has indeed risen?  
8. (I) Read Acts 2:41, 2:47, 4:4, and 6:1. These events occur after the resurrection. How does the 
rapid growth of the early church in the book of Acts support the fact that Jesus was raised from the 
dead?  
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early 
on the first day to honor Jesus.  In your everyday life, what can you do to honor Jesus? 
10. (A) What would you conclude about Jesus if you were there with Mary, John and Peter that first 
Easter morning?  
11. (A) Which of the following statements best describe you? (a) I need to examine further the 
evidence for the Resurrection.  (b) I am so thankful for the overwhelming evidence of the 
Resurrection. (c) I will live my life with the hope and assurance that comes from the Resurrection. (d) 
I will invite others to come and experience the evidence of the Resurrection. 
 


