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Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty God, what a blessing it is to have the assurance that You are with us in ALL circumstances. 
Help us with our faith; help us to rely completely upon You. Grant us spiritual perception to see Your 
presence in our lives, and grant us wisdom as we chart our course in these precarious, uncertain 
times. We know that You will never leave us or forsake us. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Romans 5:6-8 NRSV 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 16:21-23 
From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 
great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third 
day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid it, Lord! This 
must never happen to you." But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 
 
John 6:14-15 
When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say, "This is indeed the prophet who 
is to come into the world." When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force 
to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 
 
Romans 5:6-8 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone 
die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to 
die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 
 
 
Study Questions – Read Mark 11:1-11 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) We talked about Palm Sunday during Chapel at preschool this 
week, and the kids yelled, “Hosanna! Hooray God!”  As you reflect on this past week, what is one 
thing that makes you want to cheer and shout, “Hooray God!”? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) As you read this story, what comes to mind? What 
stands out? What is interesting to you and why? (One thing you may notice from verse 1 is that even 
Jesus went to Mount of Olives!) 
3. (O) From verses 2 and 3, identify what the donkey did to be used by God. What can we learn from 
the donkey’s example? 
4. (O) It is conceivable that the donkey was created for the specific purpose of being ridden by Jesus 
into Jerusalem. What might be your purpose? Why might you have been created? (If you’ve never 
taken a ‘Spiritual Gifts Inventory’ to discover your areas of giftedness, contact the church office and 



we can help you identify your gifts and help you find ways to serve or visit our website 
moochurch.org/serve/volunteer to take an online assessment.) 
5. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Read Zechariah 9:9. It was prophesized that 
the Messiah would come on a donkey. Yet, the people expected him to ride in on a horse. What do 
you think is the significance of a donkey? What do you think is the significance of a horse? Why might 
the people have expected him to ride in on a horse? What can we learn from his choice to ride in on a 
donkey? How can you apply this lesson to your life? 
6. (I) If Jesus were to enter your neighborhood today, what kind of a car do you think he might arrive 
in? Please explain your answer. 
7. (I) Even though Jesus’ request to go ahead to a village, untie a donkey, and bring it to Jesus may 
seem out-of-the-ordinary; in verses 3-6 the disciples demonstrate complete obedience. Describe a 
time when God has asked you to do something out-of-the-ordinary. Were you obedient? What was 
the outcome?  
8. (I) In verses 9 and 10, the crowds shouted “Hosanna!” which means “save us now.” From what do 
you think they cried out to be saved? 
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Is there anything from which you might 
cry out to be saved?  For what reason might you cry “Hosanna” (save us now) today?   
10. (A) This passage of scripture is called “The Triumphal Entry.”  It is a time of celebration because 
the Jewish people thought Jesus was coming to liberate them from the oppressive Roman authorities. 
Focusing on it being a time of celebration, what can you do this week to celebrate Jesus’ presence in 
your life?  
 


