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Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, what an inexpressible joy it is to experience the peace provided by You through our 
Lord Jesus. We know that no matter what are our current circumstances, You care and desire the 
best for us; and we can be assured that You are always with us. Thank You for Your grace as we 
strive to devote our lives to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
John 5:1-9a NRSV 

After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do 
you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he 
took up his mat and began to walk. 
 
Message Notes 
 
John 5:1-9a 
After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which has five porticoes. In these lay many 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 
When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do 
you want to be made well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool 
when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made well, and he 
took up his mat and began to walk. 
 
John 5:14 
Later Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, "See, you have been made well! Do not sin any 
more, so that nothing worse happens to you." 
 
 
Study Questions – Read John 5:1-16 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Over the Pandemic, there has been a lot of focus on sickness.  
When you get sick, would you describe yourself as, Oscar the Grouch, Superman, or Rip Van 
Winkle?  
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) The earliest manuscripts do not include verse 4. 
Some translations, however, include verse 4, or have a footnote about verse 4, which details why the 
invalid was at the pool of Bethesda. Verse 4 reads: For an angel went down at a certain time into the 
pool and stirred up the water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made 
well of whatever disease he had. Based on verses 3 and 5, and what is written in verse 4, what do we 
know about the invalid man Jesus found lying by the pool? 



3. (O) A good Jewish person typically would not be found at this pool with invalids. What does it tell 
you about Jesus that He was there, talking with the invalid man? What did the invalid man know 
about Jesus? Did the invalid man ask Jesus to heal him? 
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Why do you suppose Jesus asked the invalid 
man the question that he asks in verse 6?  
5. (I) How did the man answer Jesus’ question in verse 7? Do you think the man really wanted to be 
healed? If the man were healed, how would his healing affect his life? What kind of changes would he 
have to make as a result of being healed? 

6. (I) When Jesus sees the man in the Temple, what does He say to the man (verse 14)? What do 
you think is meant by Jesus’ statement?  Read Matthew 5:29-30; based on these verses, which is 
worse: living with an infirmity or enduring the consequence of sin?  
7. (I) According to the second part of verse 9, this healing takes place on the Sabbath. Why did this 
upset the Jews and religious people? What was the response of the invalid man (verses11-13)? What 
can we learn from this exchange? 
8. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Do you know people who do not want to 
be healed or make difficult changes in their life? What would you tell them about the benefit of being 
healed and making changes? 
9. (A) “Walking With Jesus” means that there are lessons to be learned outside of the classroom.  
Often we miss out on what God is doing because we are so focused on man-made rules, 
expectations and ideas about what God can and can’t do.  What are some of the “out-of-the-box” 
lessons you’ve learned while “Walking With Jesus”? 
 
 


