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Pastor John Steward 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, we know Your love for us is beyond imagining, and we know You care for us even 
though we are undeserving. Throughout this Lenten season, help us to be less selfish and more 
aware of Your ways. Increase our desire to draw constantly closer to You. Please guide us in seeking 
Your love. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 9:35-37 NRSV 
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few’” 
 
Message Notes 
 
Matthew 9:35-36 
Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 
 
Matthew 9:9-13 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to 
him, "Follow me." And he got up and followed him. And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 
collectors and sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. When the Pharisees saw this, 
they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?" But when he 
heard this, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and 
learn what this means, "I desire mercy, not sacrifice.' For I have come to call not the righteous but 
sinners." 
 
John 3:1-10 
Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and 
said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do 
these signs that you do apart from the presence of God." Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above." Nicodemus said to him, "How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother's womb 
and be born?" Jesus answered, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.  
Do not be astonished that I said to you, "You must be born from above.' The wind blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So 
it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit." Nicodemus said to him, "How can these things 
be?" Jesus answered him, "Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?” 
 
 
Study Questions – Read John 3:1-15 



1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Describe how you became a Christian. Did you receive Christ 
as an infant through Baptism? Did you receive Christ later in life? When you think about how you 
became a Christian, does it influence how you reach out to others with the Gospel message (v.14)? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) In this passage, we see that Nicodemus wants to 
check out Jesus. What do we know about Nicodemus from this passage?  
3. (O) What does Nicodemus already know about Jesus? Why did he want to visit Jesus? What had 
Jesus been doing that made Nicodemus curious (v.2)? 
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) What does the fact that he was a Pharisee 
and a ruler of the Jews tell us specifically about Nicodemus? Why did Nicodemus come to visit Jesus 
at night? 
5. (I) What is Jesus’ message to Nicodemus in verse 3? Does Jesus address a question that 
Nicodemus has asked, or does he already know what Nicodemus needs to hear? 
6. (I) When Nicodemus hears that he must be born again, what does he think Jesus is talking about? 
7. (I) What does Jesus tell Nicodemus about himself in verses 13-15? What does Jesus mean when 
he talks about “being lifted up”? Read John 8:28 & 12:32-34. 
8. (I) Read John 19:38-40. Describe the evidence in this passage that demonstrates Nicodemus 
became a Christian after this encounter and that he fully realized who Jesus was and what he came 
to do.  
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Read Romans 6:1-4; 2 Corinthians 5:17; 
Galatians 6:14-16; Matthew 16:24. Is it possible to see the Kingdom of God without being born again 
(John 3:3)?  
10. (A) All Christians rely upon the blood of Jesus for entrance into the kingdom of God. It’s not 
church attendance, or the amount of money given to religious organizations, or being good that 
qualifies us for the kingdom. We only qualify based on the blood of Jesus and believing in him. Take 
inventory of your spiritual life. Maybe you have trusted in the wrong things to get you into Heaven. 
Make a commitment to trust solely in the blood of Christ and nothing else. 
 
 


