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Prayer of the Day 
 
Almighty God, we begin the new year with high hopes for improvement, growth, and satisfaction in 
our lives. Help us to remember our position under Your Lordship. Keep us mindful of Your amazing 
grace and assist us in expressing continuous gratitude for Your faithful love and provision. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Matthew 7:24-28 NRSV 
"’Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built 
his house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it 
did not fall, because it had been founded on rock. And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!’  
Now when Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astounded at his teaching” 
 
 
Message Notes 
 
Ephesians 5:15 NRSV 
“Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise.” 
 
Proverbs 19:20 NRSV 
“Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom for the future.” 
 
James 1:5 NRSV 
“If any of you is lacking in wisdom, ask God, who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly, and it will 
be given you.” 
 
Matthew 7:24-27  
“Everyone then who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his 
house on rock. The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did 
not fall, because it had been founded on rock.  And everyone who hears these words of mine and 
does not act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell—and great was its fall!” 
 
Study Questions – Read Matthew 7:24-29 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) On the television Network, HGTV, they often talk about building 
your dream house. If you were to build your dream house, where would it be? What would it look like? 
What would it include? Describe your dream house. 
2. (I) Describe the worst storm you can remember. How old were you? Where was it? Who was 
there? What was it like? How did it make you feel? 
3. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) Who is Jesus addressing in this story? Does it 
apply to you? Why or why not?  
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) What does “the rock” represent in this 
passage (v.24-25)? What does “the sand” represent in this passage (v.26-27)?  



5. (I) What is Jesus promising to those who build their lives on “the rock”? What is Jesus promising to 
those who build their lives on “the sand”? 
6. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) Of the following, what kind of storm do 
you think claims the most spiritual casualties: (1) Intellectual doubts? (2) Moral failures? (3) Relational 
conflicts? (4) Personal crises? (5) Pain and suffering? (6) Loss? (7) Greed? (8) Other? Please explain 
your answer. 
7. (A) Being totally honest, what is the foundation you depend on most: Is it your abilities? Is it your 
resources? Is it other people? Is it your faith in Christ and God’s Word? 
8. (A) If you were to compare your spiritual foundation to a house, what would it be? Would your 
spiritual foundation be shaky, brand new, slipping, solid, temporary, rebuilding, or in need of a 
complete remodel? Please explain your response. 
9. (A) In the last year, would you say that your spiritual foundation has gotten weaker or stronger? 
10. (A) With COVID-19 and the Pandemic, certainly 2020 was filled with storms. With the New Year 
upon us, what can you do to more firmly establish your house on “the rock”? 
 
 
 


