
“Reboot” 
Mount of Olives | January 10, 2021 | Psalm 51:10-12 
Pastor John Steward 
 
Prayer of the Day 
 
Heavenly Father, as we watch the events of the day, we feel anxious and powerless in a world that is 
seemingly spiraling in a descent of discord. We strain to affect the change in the world that we think is 
best, yet we often conclude that we are helpless. Remind us that You are always with us as an ever 
present and ever available help in our lives. Help us to remember that our starting point each day 
must begin in pure and proper alignment with You, seeking Your grace, wisdom, and will in our lives. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading 
 
Psalm 51:10-12 
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. Do not cast me away 
from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 
Message Notes 
 
Lamentations 3:40 
Let us test and examine our ways, and return to the Lord. 
 
Psalm 26:2 
Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and mind. 
 
Proverbs 15:22 
Without counsel, plans go wrong, but with many advisers they succeed. 
 
 
Study Questions – Psalm 51:1-19 
1. (ICEBREAKER – getting started) Do you remember “getting caught with your hand in the cookie 
jar” as a child or as an adult? What happened? 
2. (OBSERVATION – What does the text say?) Psalm 51 is King David reflecting on his affair with 
Bathsheba (see 2nd Samuel 11:1-27). In this story, how many different ways did King David sin? 
3. (O) In light of King David’s arrogance, adultery, deception, and murder, how does he dare 
approach God? What do you think King David is feeling?    
4. (INTERPRETATION – What did it mean to them?) Murder is a capital crime under Jewish law. 
Why also adultery (see Deuteronomy 22:22)? 
5. (I) Since such sins involve others, what is the meaning of verse 4? What does this show about the 
nature of sin?   
6. (I) How can an unborn child be considered “sinful” (verse 5)? If God created all things “good” why 
does mankind tend to sin (see Romans 5:12-14)? 
7. (I) In light of all of this, what does David ask God to do (verses 7-12)? What is “cleansing with 
hyssop” (see Leviticus 14:4-7)?  Why does King David request this?  
8. (I) How does King David hope to escape God’s wrath (verses 13-17)? On what basis does he hope 
for a restored relationship?  
9. (APPLICATION – What does this mean to you today?) (A) In your life, as you’ve sinned and 
fallen short (see Romans 3:23), how has your relationship with God been restored?  How have your 
relationships with others been restored?   



10. (A) In verses 17,18, and 19, King David sacrificed. What have you sacrificed because of your sin? 
 
 
 
 


