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Advent—Come In, Come In
Making the House Ready for the Lord,  
a poem by Mary Oliver

Dear Lord, I have swept and I have washed but  
still nothing is as shining as it should be 

for you. Under the sink, for example, is an  
uproar of mice—it is the season of their 

many children. What shall I do? And under the eaves  
and through the walls the squirrels 

have gnawed their ragged entrances—but it is the season 
when they need shelter, so what shall I do? And 

the raccoon limps into the kitchen and opens the cupboard  
while the dog snores, the cat hugs the pillow; 

what shall I do? Beautiful is the new snow falling  
in the yard and the fox who is staring boldly 

up the path, to the door. And still I believe you will 

come, Lord:  you will, when I speak to the fox,  
the sparrow, the lost dog, the shivering sea-goose, I know 

that really I am speaking to you whenever I say,  
as I do all morning and afternoon: Come in, Come in.

Our prayer for Advent is as simple as “Come in, come in”.  
Help me open the door to you, God. Help me see you,  
Holy One. Help me prepare a place for you on this day, in 
this season, in this life you’ve given me. Come in, come in.

It’s easy to miss this season of Advent, to squander it in  
the busyness of preparations for Christmas. I invite each  
of us to be open to the season, to be open to the birth of 
the God of love. Here are some ideas and resources to  
help us enter fully into the season:

–  Come to church each of the four Sundays of  
Advent. Listen to the story unfold and watch as the  
Advent candles get brighter. Have the words and the 
melody live within you: “O Come, O come Emmanuel…”

–  Pick up an Advent calendar that will be available 
at church. Each day invites a particular action or  
reflection. For instance, for the first Sunday of Advent, 
December 1, “What word or words from worship today 
have found a home in your heart? Share these words 
with a friend or family member”.

– Pick up a copy of the book, A Way to the  
Manger:  Devotions for Advent and Christmas.  
The Revs. Lindsay and Len Freeman are among the  
writers of this set of daily devotions for the season.  
Copies will be available at church.

– Host Mary, Joseph and the donkey as they  
travel on their way to Bethlehem (the Posada). 
Practice hospitality to the stranger.

– Attend an Advent retreat at St. David’s. It will  
be held on Saturday, December 14, 10:00 am – noon. 
The Rev. Guy Drake will lead this quiet retreat.

– Subscribe to the online Advent Word Calendar 
www.adventword.org. One word a day and  
a brief reflection will come to your inbox.

– Build in some quiet time. More than usual.

May we seek and find the Holy One. Come in, come in.

Katherine  
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DoveTales
Please send suggestions for items or photos to be included in  
DoveTales to Gervaye Parent at gervayeDT@yahoo.com.  
Thank you. 

By Cathy Schwichtenberg, Sr. Warden 

The St. David’s Vestry has been 
busy this fall.  Starting with Kick-
off Sunday, Vestry members and 
Ministry Leaders held a Ministry 
Fair during Coffee Hour after the 
9:30 Worship Service.  Treats and 
information was shared at each 
Ministry table.  This format encour-
aged parishioners to mingle, learn 
more about the myriad ministries 
in the parish and sample different 
treats along the way!  It was a fun 
and educational way to kick off the 
2019-2020 program year.

 The Vestry also approved 
three project expenditures in its 
September meeting.  The most vis-
ible project underway is the repair 
of the bell tower.  An analysis and 
design was completed by a struc-
tural engineering firm this summer 
and the repairs commenced in 
October.  They include tuck-point-
ing the stone facing, installing new 

What is the Vestry up to?
flashing and replacing the copper 
top cap.  We expect this to correct 
the water leakage issues inside the 
building but repairs of the interior 
damage will wait until we are sure 
the leaking has stopped.  The Vestry 
approved this expenditure with the 
understanding that regular inspec-
tion and incidental repairs of the 
bell tower will be built into the 
church’s maintenance routines.   

The Vestry also approved the 
installation of fencing for the pre-
school playground.  This playground 
may also be used by parish children 
and is an investment for the future.  
The last project expenditure ap-
proved was to engage the partner-
ship of Red Lime Media Marketing 
and Growth Mode Marketing to 
undertake a communications re-
quirements study and design a com-
munication plan, media and materi-
als that tell St. David’s story.  You will 

On the special day this hand-
some couple got married, the 
bride’s uncle walked the beauti-
ful bride down the aisle since 
her father was deceased. When 
the Pastor said, “Who gives this 
bride?” The sweet uncle, who 
only had sons and no daughters, 
proudly and loudly replied, “I 
her uncle do!” And with that the 
whole congregation broke out in 
laughter because it sounded for 
all the world like he said “Cock-a-
Doodle-do!”

Who in the  
world is this?

Find the answer on page 27.

be hearing more about this in the 
next few months.  

At the October State of the 
Parish meeting, we shared that St. 
David’s is financially stable due to 
the faithful support of its parish-
ioners.    The Vestry is grateful for 
this financial support which has 
allowed us to make some of the 
investments described above.  

Regular Vestry  
Meetings:  
All are welcome!
Regular vestry meetings are 
held on the third Monday of  
each month, at 7:00 pm, in the 
Library at St. David’s. 

Everyone is welcome to  
attend these meetings. 

Sunday Services 
at St. David’s
Each Sunday at 8:00 am and 
again at 9:30 am, at St. David’s, 
we, the poor, the rich, the saints 
and sinners, the old, the young, 
the weak, the strong, the gay, the 
straight, the black, the brown, 
the white and all others, gather to 
thank God for our diversity and 
our acceptance of and love for 
each other. We are Building the 
Beloved Community here and 
hope you will join us.
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By Carol Johnson

On November 4 at the Hopkins City 
Council Meeting, it was overflow 
and standing room only as people 
gathered to support Vista 44, Beacon 
Interfaith Housing’s proposed sup-
ported housing in Hopkins.  A vote 
was scheduled to be taken following 
public comments but the city mayor 
and council decided to table the 
vote, following two hours of public 
comments.  A vote of four out of five 
was needed to pass the rezoning 
land use application. This delay in 
the vote was a total surprise.  Many 
faith communities spoke in support 
of Vista 44 during the public hearing 
as well as volunteers working with 
ICA, Resource West and Vail place.  

Being in the room matters: 
(words from Beacon Interfaith web 
site on the importance of being 
involved) “It may look like show-
ing up for conversations with an 
elected official to say you support 
an end to homelessness. That may 

Beacon Interfaith Affordable 
Housing Update

952-856-2271
www.kaisushigrill.com

Great Happy Hour Specials
Mon-Thurs: Noon-6:00pm

Fri-Sat: Noon-5:00pm

Open Hours 
Mon-Thurs: 11:00am-9.30pm

Fri: 11:00am-10:00pm
Sat: Noon-10:00pm
Sun: 3:00-9.30pm

17420 Minnetonka Blvd
Minnetonka, MN 55345

Advertising in DoveTales
We are including advertising in an effort to  
defray some of the cost of our newsletter and to  
encourage all to patronize the businesses that  
advertise in DoveTales. If you would like to  
advertise yourself, or you know someone who  
would, please have them email Gervaye at  
gervayeDT@yahoo.com. Thanks.

mean turning out during critical city 
council or legislative votes. Or maybe 
it’s attending the launch of a new 
building. Being in the room matters, 
because your voice matters.”

On Thursday, November 21 a 
meeting was held at Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church in Hopkins to  
reconvene this topic. At the time of 
this writing the results are not in. 
Watch for more information in  
upcoming St. David’s publications.

Vista 44 would bring 50 high 
quality, well managed apartment 
homes for families seeking affordable 

housing with one, two and three-
bedroom apartments and individual-
ized on-site support services.  There  
are many pluses to this Hopkins 
location just off Main Street:
•  Close to everything families want, 

including Central Park, a vibrant 
downtown, health centers and 
grocery stores.

•  Easy access to bus routes and two 
new Green Line light rail stations.

•  One of the highest-rated and 
most diverse school districts in 
Minnesota

•  Support services will be provided 
through Volunteers of America

•  Tailored support helps children 
do better in school, parents 
increase income, and families 
improve long term health.  

Join in hearing about next steps in 
the fight for Vista 44.
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No experience necessary to join others for Contemplative 
Prayer Monday mornings from 9:00-9:30 am. We meet in the 
Conference Room/Oratory, opening with a reflective reading,  
meditating for twenty minutes and then closing with prayer. 

Monday Morning  
Contemplative Prayer

Did you know that a thoughtful  
listener and prayer person is 
available during distribution of the 
Eucharist, during each Sunday 
service? In the back of the church, 
the Narthex, you will find the  
prayer station with a fervent prayer 
waiting to listen and pray with you. 
Prayer Works!!

Did You Know?  
Sunday Morning 
Prayer Station

Our Mission  
Statement

At St. David’s Episcopal 
Church, we are devoted to  

loving and serving God, one  
another and the world. We 

honor the dignity and freedom 
for all to seek God at their own 
pace, connecting our life stories 

with the teachings of Jesus. 
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

we believe our actions  
transform the world and as a 

result we, too, are transformed. St. David’s Facilities are 
Available for Your Next Event
Do you or someone you know need a fine and accessible 
venue for your next event? The kitchen and Undercroft are well 
supplied and can serve as “The Place to be” for many types 
of occasions. We even have an in-house caterer available. The 
meeting rooms are frequently used by various organizations, 
but there is room on the calendar for more. Think of St. David’s 
the next time you are hatching up your meeting or social plan.

Please contact the office to inquire or make your reservations.
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God willing, the ECMN will be electing our next 
Bishop on Saturday, January 25, 2020 at St. Mark’s 
Cathedral. All clergy and lay delegates are invited to 
attend. Lunch will be served.

How to Prepare for this Convention:

•  Pray for the ECMN and the Candidates: for dis-
cernment, wonder, joy, and guidance.

•  Voting delegates must be physically present to 
cast their ballot.

•  The slate of candidates will be announced on No-
vember 22 via email.

•  Details about the candidates will be available via 
email as well as on the ECMN Bishop Search web-
page. 

•  Our entire faith community is encouraged to follow 
the Search and Transition process: check www.
mnbishopsearch.org after November 22 to learn 
about the candidates, the dates and locations of 
forums on the Bishop Candidate Road Trip, and to 
receive other useful information.

Save the Date  
Bishop X Electing Convention

•  Make plans to attend a candidate forum in person 
or online from January 13 – 19. At forums, you’ll 
hear from each candidate about their faith, their 
vision, and how they think we might join the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the coming years. Candidate 
forums will be held on these dates and in these 
locations:

 Monday, January 13:  
Afternoon Forum, St. Christopher’s, Roseville

 Monday, January 13:  
Evening Forum, St. Paul’s, Duluth

 Tuesday, January 14:  
Evening Forum, Shooting Star Casino, White Earth

Wednesday, January 15:  
Southwest Mission Area

Thursday, January 16:  
Evening Forum, The Inn at Shattuck-St. Mary’s, 
Faribault

Friday, January 17:  
Closing Celebration and Evening Forum at St. 
Mark’s Cathedral

Saturday, January 25, 2020, 9:00 AM
St. Mark’s Cathedral, Minneapolis

The St. David’s Episcopal Church in Minnesota (ECMN) Convention delegation. Pictured left to right: The Rev. Debbie Brown,  
Ann Carda, Nan Drake, The Rev. Leonard Freeman, The Rev. Katherine Lewis, The Rev. Lindsay Freeman, and Gervaye Parent.  
Not pictured: The Rev. Guy Drake.
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DoveTales
Next DoveTales Issue Deadline
The next issue of DoveTales will be published  
for Lent. It will cover Lent through the end of the 
program year. 
Please get your articles/content/photos to Gervaye 
Parent on or before February 4th at gervayeDT@
yahoo.com. Thank you! 

Welcome Newcomers

The Browns: Ron and Debbie
Welcome to Ron and Debbie Brown of Eagan, Minnesota. 
“We are new to St. David’s since January 2019 and have 
enjoyed hearing the St. David’s community story and now 
look forward to hearing individual family stories. So here 
we are with our brief story.

‘New has been the descriptor of our life these 56 mar-
ried years. Relocating eleven times through five states 
challenged our understanding of new when faced with all 
the fun and games with interstate moving. We’ve wel-
comed new family members: son and his wife in the Wash-
ington, D.C. area and their two children; daughter and her 
husband in Lakeville, MN and their three children. While 
new has been and continues to be a descriptor about our 
lives, new was built on a solid foundation of history in the  
Brown and French families. Ask Ron about Grass Creek, 
WY, about growing up in Wyoming and in Nebraska. Ask 
Debbie about finding the previously unknown half of her 
family ten years ago in Canada or about her early growing 
up years on the Monterey Peninsula, CA. Ask Ron about 
serving in the US Navy, retiring after 20 years of combined 
Active Duty and Reserve service. Ask Debbie about her 
first occupation as a teacher. Ask Ron what it was like to 
be an Industrial Engineer with C F and I Steel Company 
before transferring to 3M Company. Ask them both what 
it has meant to serve in the Episcopal Church—through 
liturgical changes, through different worshipping communi-
ties, through Debbie’s service as a priest. Ask them both 
about the Eagan community and their connections to the 
Eagan Police Department, as supporters and Chaplain. We 
are delighted to be at St. David’s!”

Let’s give a special hello and warm welcome to our 
newest St. David’s members.  If you have not yet had the 
opportunity to personally meet these fine folks, please 
do introduce yourselves.

Please note that this is a new venture at St. David’s, 
created in an effort to introduce and include all 

newcomers henceforth.  We do not want to forget  
anyone, and do apologize to all past newcomers who 
may have missed out on the “Newcomer Corner”.

Indeed, it does the heart good to see our St. David’s 
family continue to grow.  Welcome to all!

Stephen, Lucy, Gavin and Allison Ferro

The Ferros: Allison, Stephen, Lucy and Gavin
Welcome to the Ferro’s who moved from California in  
August to be closer to family and friends. They are living in 
the Cedar Pass neighborhood of Minnetonka/Hopkins.  
Allison grew up in St. Paul and is very happy to be back  
in the Twin Cities. Allison works for the Technology  
Commercialization office at the University of Minnesota  
and Stephen works remotely for Cisco Systems as a data 
scientist. Lucy, age 12, is in 7th grade at Hopkins North and 
is an avid Ultimate Frisbee player. Gavin, age 9, is in 4th 
grade at Tanglen and enjoys playing basketball and riding his 
bike. As a family they enjoy traveling, downhill skiing, puzzles 
and board games. They are happy to have found St. David’s 
and look forward to becoming part of the community.

Ron and Debbie Brown
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The Montgomerys: Karen and George
Welcome to George and Karen Montgomery who were 
members of St. David’s from 1985 to about 2000.  When 
they returned to St. David’s earlier this year, they reported 
feeling that they had come home. They are both retired; 
Karen from the IT department at General Mills and George 
from the Courage-Kenny Rehabilitation Institute, where 
he was a neuropsychologist. They have three adult sons:  
Michael and Joseph living locally and Mathew in Seattle. 
They are also grandparents of Dominic and Louis.  
George is an avid reader in the winter months, but in the 
summer you will find him in his several flower gardens. 
Karen is currently culling through a lifetime’s worth of her 
many collections. She also loves to cook.

Diane Barnett 
Welcome to Diane Barnett who says, “Last Spring I  
attended a retreat on Bible Women, conducted by Lindsay 
Hardin Freeman. Not only did I experience a fascinating 
course of study but I also received and accepted Lindsay’s 
invitation to attend St. David’s. The warm welcome and 
easy acceptance offered by Katherine and the members 
here has been a true gift.  What a twofer from that retreat!

Karen and George Montgomery

‘I worked at Minneapolis Public Schools as an Occupa-
tional Therapist. We served students in Special Education 
with sensory/motor needs related to educational progress. 
Since retirement 4 years ago I have been enjoying reading, 
cooking, outdoors, music and travel.

My family and I have part of ECMN for nearly 40 years and 
because so many Barnett’s are clergy, I am often asked 
“Are you related to “fill in the blank” Barnett?” My late 
husband, Ed, was a bi-vocational, non-parochial priest 
who served many parishes in the metro area and greater 
Minnesota. Our oldest son, Andy, was ordained in 2010.  
He has recently moved from a position at the National  
Cathedral in D.C. to serve as Associate Rector at All 
Saints’, Atlanta. Our son, Mike, teaches 3rd grade in  
Eagan. His wife, Sarah, serves on Bishop Prior’s staff as 
Missioner for Children, Youth and Camp. Our grandchil-
dren, Caleb (9), Luke (6) and Abi (3) have already attended 
more than their share of camps, retreats and weekend 
planning sessions; they each have a healthy set of Mom 
designed T-shirts to show for it.

I am so grateful to have found a home with you at  
St. David’s and look forward to continuing the journey 
here.”

MahJongg 
group at  
St. David’s
We have a new group  
at St. David’s who  
play MahJongg  
every Tuesday in the 
Community Room at 
1:30 pm. If you play, 
come and join us.
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By Gervaye Parent

Denny grew up with his seven broth-
ers, sons of Swedish immigrants, 
across the street from Powderhorn 
Park in South Minneapolis. He en-
joyed his time at Central High school, 
then went on to two years at the 
University of Minnesota (U of M) and 
the final two years at St. Cloud State 
College where he graduated with a 
double major in history and biology 
and double minor in math and busi-
ness. Following graduation he came 
back to the U of M where he contin-
ued his studies and also worked his 
entire career in the Department of 
Media Resources.  When he retired 
from there in 2000, he was Associate 
Director of the department.  Among 
the many interesting things he 
did while there, he was Executive 
Producer of many large speaking 
events and met Presidents Reagan, 
Carter, George HW Bush and Clinton.  

Kathy went to Washburn High 
School in south Minneapolis and had 
a very good time there, in fact be-
came a “Fox” while there. “The Foxes” 
was a group of 28 girls who were 
inseparable and have remained so in 
the intervening years. Today there are 
still 20 of them across the country, 
with 11 “City Foxes” who live in the 
metro area. Every five years they gath-
er in the various parts of the country 
where they all live to celebrate the 
“Big” birthdays.

Kathy’s main interests in High 
School were in the area of the arts. 
She was the Art Director of the year-
book and received a scholarship to 
the College of Art and Design (cur-
rent day MCAD). She graduated with 
a BFA degree with a major in Fashion 
Design and Fashion Illustration. After 
college she felt fortunate when she 

got a job at Munsingwear in the 
Women’s Division as an Assistant 
Designer.  By the time she retired 
she had become the Director of 
Design and traveled all over the 
world, and the Women’s Division 
was called Vassarette.  In 1988 Kathy 
knew the company was going to be 
sold and she decided to resign.

She had offers to design for other 
companies but decided to form her 
own consulting company.  This be-
came a very busy time during which 
she designed a clothing line for plus 
sizes, the uniforms for a restaurant 
and sportswear for a catalog house. 
She taught classes at the U of M in 
Fashion Design and Merchandising 
and along with her grad students, 
curated a historical lingerie exposi-
tion at the Goldstein Gallery en-
titled “Underneath it All”.  It covered 
100 years of undergarments and 
resulted in many radio interviews 
and other professional accolades.

Kathy was the Director of the 
Minneapolis Chapter of Fashion 
Group International for three years 
which is an international group of ex-
ecutives in the fashion world. During 
her travels, she once attended a meet-
ing in Tokyo where they surprised 
her by telling her she was the speak-
er. Every September the International 
Lingerie Fair was held in Dusseldorf, 
Germany.  Everybody in the world 
who makes lingerie was there and 
they could meet all their competi-
tors. Following that she would travel 
to Paris and then on to many other 
countries, over the years, where fash-
ion was big.  She spent much time in 
New York as well. Denny says maybe 
that’s why the marriage has been so 
good.  When she would finally come 
home they were so happy to see 
each other again. 

They met when Kathy’s best friend 
in High School, Martha, set them up 
on a blind date and then dated on 

The Many Adventures of 
Kathy and Denny Johnson
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and off for seven years before decid-
ing to get married. When they finally 
decided to get married and she told 
her mother and he told his parents 
the mothers talked and said, “We can 
never let this happen.  These two 
never get along. They argue and fight 
all the time”.  They must have gotten 
it out of their system because now 
every year on their anniversary they 
both say, “Thank you Martha.”

The night they met, Denny was 
playing his stand-up bass in a band. 
He is very musical and in addition 
to the bass he plays piano, harpsi-
chord, accordion, cello and learned 
to play the pipe organ at St. Mark’s 
Cathedral! He took organ lessons 
from Ed Berryman, the organist at  
St. Marks.  Denny helped Berryman 
tune the pipe organ there and also 
the organs at Northrop Auditorium 
and the Basilica of St. Mary.

Before they moved to their current 
home he had a 3 keyboard organ, a 
piano and a harpsichord.  He had to 
sacrifice the organ in their current 
home, but still has the beautiful  
harpsichord and piano.

In the 80’s Denny was the presi-
dent of Swedish Institute for three 
years. There have been two Dennis 
Johnson’s in that role, but Denny 
jokes that he is the “real” one. Denny 
traveled often to Sweden to visit 
family and friends. He is also the past 
president of his Swedish Men’s Club, 
Svenska Sallskapet, a group of 100 
Swedish men that was established 
here in 1926.

Another of their interesting adven-
tures was, along with his brothers, 
Denny operated a Corn Dog stand for 
over 30 years at the Minnesota State 
Fair.  He also designed the system of 
fiber optics which was installed at 
the Fair Grounds.  At one point they 
also owned a company called Parade 
Productions, Inc., which was a com-
pany that made floats for parades.

Denny and Kathy have a beautiful 
Chandelier that was given to Denny 
on his 21st birthday.  His Mother 
grew up with a man in Sweden who 

makes chandeliers and this one was 
custom-made for Denny’s mother 
who gave it to Denny.  Kathy always 
says that the main reason she married 
him was because he was the only 
guy she knew who owned his own 
chandelier.

Six out of Denny’s seven brothers 
went to the Second World War and 
thank God all came home. Denny 
was excused from service when 
his parents received a letter from 
the president saying enough from 
his family had served. His brother, 
Bob, flew the first B24 bomber into 
England. His brother Art had a degree 
in Mortuary Science so he had to be a 
medic.  Art later handled finances for 
guitarist Jimi Hendrix and traveled all 
over with Jimi.

In 1954 The Anglican Congress met 
at St. Mark’s. It was the first time it 
had ever been held outside England.  
The Archbishop of Canterbury, 
priests and Bishops from all over the 
world were there. And Denny who 
was a lead acolyte at St. Mark’s was 
appointed “special acolyte” for the 
Archbishop. “You are my personal 
private acolyte” he said. Many other 
acolytes were active for this event 
too, and all were trained for a week at 
Carlton College in Northfield.

The Archbishop brought the vest-
ments he had worn at the marriage 
and coronation of Queen Elizabeth. 
Denny and the Canon had to stand 
on chairs to hold up the heavy,  
ornately beaded robe to lower it over 
his shoulders.

Denny who was only 17-years-old 
at the time was given the responsibil-
ity of receiving the valuable collec-
tion plate from Westminster which 
was being brought to the Congress 
by Lloyds of London. “You have to 
be there two hours before the first 
event,” the Archbishop told Denny.  At 
the appointed hour these two guys 
came with this big wooden box with 
the ornate plate in it. It was all gold 
and full of jewels.

One of the bishops had a new 
miter made against the decree of the 

Archbishop who had specified that 
there would be no new vestments or 
miters made for this event. So when 
that bishop arrived they confiscated 
the miter and the Archbishop gave it 
to Denny and said,  “Hide this really 
good.”  So Denny took it home and 
put it in his closet.  This Bishop and 
his crew of people searched that 
whole church for it and couldn’t  
find it. 

Chevrolet gave them 10 cars to 
drive these dignitaries all over town. 
The acolytes, all just kids including 
Denny were the chauffeurs! One day 
one of the Bishops asked Denny to 
arrange a night out on the town for a 
group of Bishops.  So Denny got his 
three older brothers to take them to 
Buster’s for dinner and then on to 
other night spots. 

Denny and Kathy had a big  
celebration for their 50th anniversa-
ry and people came from many parts 
of the country.  They are avid enter-
tainers, frequently hosting small and 
large groups of friends in their lovely 
home.  They make beautiful ice 
blocks, scrumptious looking appetiz-
ers and their own aquavit which is a 
beautiful red Swedish beverage made 
from infusing lingonberries and 
vodka. Fine dining remains one of 
their favorite leisure pursuits.  These 
two have had a blessed life together 
and hardly ever argue. 

Every year on St. Lucia Day this 
pair shows up at Kathy and Denny’s 
door with a tray full of Lucia Buns. 
This is what good friends are for.

David Pearson and Mary Mann dressed up  
for St. Lucia Day.
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Bible Study Tuesday Mornings

By Sharon Engel 

These are the words that participants in the weekly 
bible study are using to describe our current study 
of Genesis: family, awesome, beginnings,  
engaging, enlightenment, stimulating,  

opening. It’s not too late to join our weekly  
gathering on Tuesdays at 10:00 am and discover 
new insights for yourselves.

First Friday in December: 
A Great Start to Advent
By Sharon Engel

Our December 6th First Friday promises to be a great 
start to Advent. You will be hearing the Bill Jacobs 
Trio—what? Never heard of them? Come listen, sing 
and enjoy this talented trio from St. David’s. In addi-
tion, we will once again enjoy the students from Mes 
Amis presenting a short musical program. Come join 
the fun, food and fellowship starting with our noon 
potluck.

As a reminder, there will be NO FIRST FRIDAY IN 
JANUARY.

We Welcome You
St. David’s Episcopal Church is committed  
to following Jesus’ example of practicing  

radical hospitality, seeking to find God in all 
people because they are of sacred worth.  

We welcome all persons, regardless of  
gender, race, ethnicity, age, physical or mental 
capacity, education, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, socioeconomic or marital status.  
All are invited as full participants in the life  
and ministries of our community of faith.

Service Flowers
If you would like to provide  
flowers for the altar or  
columbarium on a Sunday, there 
is a notebook in the Narthex  
to sign up. Please follow  
the directions and  
indicate if you want to  
take the flowers after  
the service or leave  
them to be distributed  
by the Pastoral Care Team.  
The amount you spend is  
your choice. Prices and what  
type of flowers you’ll get are  
listed on the back of the sheet. 



DoveTales § Volume 8 § Winter § 2019 11

By Virginia Haggart

Tuesday, October 29, 2019, as I 
awoke at 5:30 am to my noisy alarm 
I wondered WHY I was going out in 
the dark to this event but knew it 
was important. I picked up the Rev. 
Lindsay Freeman, drove to St. David’s 
and picked up the Rev. Mary Phelps 
who used to go to St. David’s.

We arrived at Fort Snelling around 
7:30 am while it was still dark but 
the sun was starting to peek over the 
horizon.  We met up with Reverend 
Katherine there and saw many clergy 
wearing their white robes and stoles. 
People held signs that had messages 
supporting immigrants.  A woman 
taught us some songs that we sang as 
we gathered on the grass.  They told 
us NOT to stand on the sidewalk as 
we might block the Federal Building 
workers going to their jobs.

I had heard about Bishop Whipple 
advocating to save the lives of 150 
Native Americans that were to be 
hung after the Dakota Uprising in 
the 1860s.  He pleaded his case to 
President Lincoln and was able to 
save all but sadly 38 lives.  I thought 
what incredible courage Bishop 
Whipple had to advocate for the 
Native Americans and how it was 
probably not a popular stand to take 

The Sun and Hopes Rise over  
the Memory of Bishop Henry Whipple 

at the time.  He also ministered to 
the Native Americans at Fort Snelling. 
I felt that I had to attend this early 
morning Eucharist and take a stand 
for immigrants and show my grati-
tude for the life of Bishop Whipple.

It was a very cold morning but I 
dressed in long johns, several lay-
ers and even snow pants! I am from 
North Dakota so I know how to 
dress in the cold and being an actor, 
currently in a play, I could not afford 
to get sick.

Bishop Prior celebrated the 
Eucharist along with several 
Episcopal clergy including former 
St. David’s member, Deacon Rena 
Turnham, a Rabbi, a Native American 
woman singing beautifully in Dakota 
and proffering incense, a Buddhist 
woman who did a prayer, a UCC min-
ister, a Latino minister and a Lutheran 
minister from a Hispanic church 
where many of her congregants get 
deported without even getting to say 
goodbye to their families.  A prayer 
was said that instructed us to all face 
to the east, then to the south, then to 
the west and finally to the north.  The 
group of about 200 people all moved 
in unison.  It was a beautiful thing 
as the sun steadily rose in the east. 
It was very moving to hear about 

immigrants that are fleeing perse-
cution and danger in their home 
countries.

Three women ministers tried 
to take the Eucharist inside the 
Whipple Federal Building where 
they offered it to the guards who 
rejected it.  They also wanted to min-
ister to the detainees but were not 
allowed to do so.

At the end of the Eucharist we 
all marched to a spot in front of the 
Whipple Building where there was a 
guard who made sure we did not oc-
cupy the sidewalk.  Then a press con-
ference was held with Esme Murphy 
from Channel 4 and a reporter from 
Channel 9.  

It was a very moving experi-
ence and one that brought me 
more awareness of the plight of 
immigrants and how they are being 
treated. It was also very moving to 
celebrate Episcopal Eucharist with 
people of different faiths.  As the sun 
was fully up, it felt like the saints, 
Bishop Whipple included, were there 
with us, along with the departed 
Native American ancestors.  As Rev. 
Katherine said in a recent homily, 
we are “knit together with the saints” 
and it certainly felt that way on 
October 29, 2019.
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Music @ St. David’s

Huldah Niles and  
the Mill City String 
Quartet
By Huldah Niles

Mill City String Quartet is thrilled to be bringing you  
another season of Music @ St. David’s. This year we  
will continue to feature female composers including  
Caroline Shaw, Missy Mazzoli, and Jennifer Higdon. We 
are also excited to perform multiple works by Beethoven 
in celebration of his 250th birthday in 2020. Other 
featured composers include Britten, Ligeti, Schnittke, 
Golijov, and Shostakovich. 

Thank you for your love and support of these concerts. 
Please bring friends! Children are always welcome. 

The 2020 Season
Inspiration to Ingenuity Sun., Feb. 16 – 3:00-4:30 pm

Did you know that a group of larks is called an 
exaltation? This inspired Higdon to write her quartet, 
“An Exaltation of Larks.” Come hear what she thinks this 
sounds like! Beethoven’s “Opus 18” string quartets are 
legendary. The first “Opus 18” quartet has a movement 
inspired by the tomb scene in Romeo and Juliet. Britten 
was inspired to write his “String Quartet no. 2” as a 
celebration for the end of WWII and a celebration of the 
250th anniversary of composer Henry Purcell.

Embracing Fear Sat., April 18 – 3:00-4:30 pm

Silver Linings Sun, June 7 – 3:00-4:30 pm

952.595.5967 • info@traversecc.org 
www.traversecc.org 

Counseling for Families, Couples & 
Individuals struggling with:
•  Distress in the Marriage/Couple 

relationship 
•  Divorce (separating 2 households, 

co-parenting)
•  Family struggling to launch emerging 

adults 
•  Parenting challenges with Children  

and Teens
•  Excessive Internet Use/Video Gaming
•  Substance Use & Other Addictions
• Chronic Medical Issues

Clients say:
“Our son is doing so much better. We’re 
so grateful for our work with Traverse.  
We tell everyone about you!”

“Being a client of Traverse has been  
a great experience since day one.  
I appreciate all you guys do!”

At Traverse, we believe that healing is a 
family journey. In addition to support-
ing individuals, we value partnering with 
families to address complex issues and 
hurts within families, identifying paths to 
repair, healing, life-giving relationships 
and family leadership. Transformation 
happens when mental health needs are 
addressed while supporting your faith life. 
We would be honored to walk with you 
on this journey. 

Discover new paths through  
the barriers in your life –  

to hope and wellness
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Clip and Save#

ICA Monthly InGathering Themes
December –  
Winter Wonderland: Warm Foods and Baking
Dry and canned soups, dry and canned beans, crack-
ers, stuffing, canned pumpkin and cranberries, canned 
meats, applesauce, hot chocolate and marshmallows, 
oil, baking soda, baking powder, cake, brownie and 
muffin mixes, white and wheat flour, white and brown 
sugar, salt, baking chips, nuts, frosting.

January –  
Oh Baby: Don’t Forget the Little Ones
All size diapers, wipes, baby shampoo, lotion, powder, 
formula, baby food, infant cereal and biscuits,  
prepackaged toddler meals, juice boxes.

February –  
Let’s Dish for Hotdish: Potluck Favorites
Noodles, tuna, cream soups, sauerkraut, pork and 
beans, canned vegetables, rice, stuffing mix and  
instant potatoes.

Don’t wait for the 
weekend to have 
fun with your  
Dinner Guests!!
Come and cook for your friends on a  
Wednesday night. What a great way to  
entertain! Find a partner, plan a menu, shop  
for the ingredients (for which you can be  
reimbursed), come to the well equipped kitchen 
at St. David’s and sling hash with a partner who 
is hopefully an entertaining person who is able 
to laugh and cook at the same time.

Then your grateful, hungry and lovely guests 
arrive, you serve them and dine with them and 
life is good. This will make you feel good. Very 
good. You will feel even better when you have 
finished cleaning up and get to go home.

The St. David’s dining and entertainment facility 
has openings for the nights of: March 4, April 1, 
& May 6. Please let Karin Lindquist, lindquist.
karin@hotmail.com, know when you want to 
host your friends.

A child asked what  
he was grateful for  

on Thanksgiving  
replied, “I am grateful  

I am not a turkey”.

Adding a name  
to the Prayers  
of the People
If you have a friend or family member 
you’d like added to the Prayers of  
the People, please call the office  
952-935-3336 or email bharvey@
stdavidsparish.org with your  
request. Tell us the name, spelling  
and pronunciation it if needed, your 
relationship, and what the health  
concern is. We won’t publish that,  
but it is good for us, informally, to 
know. Names are typically on for  
two weeks, unless it is a long-term 
illness. 
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By Chris Klippen, MA, JD 
Traverse Counseling and Consulting

As Thanksgiving approaches, we all begin to reflect on 
the many blessings in our lives. This year I am particular-
ly grateful for all the grass I have had to mow in my life. 
This past summer, it seemed like I had to mow my lawn 
every other day just to keep up. Sometimes it was easy 
for me to forget to be grateful for mowing grass. 

When I forget, I try and remember a line from 
Thornton Wilder’s play, “Our Town,” when the stage 
manager remarks, “Only one man in ten realizes it’s 
a privilege to mow his own grass”. That line always 
reminds me to be grateful I have a lawn to mow.  I have 
the strength to mow it.  I own a lawn mower and a 
house with a lawn. I am alive and well on a fine summer 
day and soon the yard will be filled with the wonder-
ful smell of freshly cut grass. When I look at it that way, 
the task of mowing my grass is no longer a chore to be 
done. It is a privilege for which I can thank God.

But it’s easy to forget to be grateful.  Even when I was 
asked to write an article on gratitude, my first thought 
was, “Sorry, I am too busy right now”. The last thing I 
wanted was another task and deadline to go with it.  But 
the moment I began thinking about gratitude I was re-
minded of the privilege of having to mow all that grass.  

All the research found in mental health journals sug-
gests that our feelings of gratitude not only improve 
our mental and emotional well-being but are positively 
linked to our physical health as well.  “In an experimen-
tal comparison, those who kept gratitude journals on a 
weekly basis exercised more regularly, reported fewer 
physical symptoms, felt better about their lives as a 
whole…compared to those who recorded hassles or 
neutral life events”. (Emmons & McCullough, 2003). 

Dr. Joel Wong and Dr. Joshua Brown, two mental 
health researchers from Indiana University, discovered 
that the practice of writing “gratitude letters” physically 
changes the way our brain processes information.  Their 
studies conclude that people who “consciously count 
their blessings tend to be happier and less depressed”.  
One of the simplest and most effective things we can 
do for improving our lives is to cultivate feelings of 
gratitude for all the blessings we have received.

As Steve Maraboli wrote, “If you want to find hap-
piness, find gratitude.”  Today, I will write down how 
grateful I am for all the grass God has given me to mow 
this last year.  As we approach this holiday season, I am 
really praying it works equally well when it comes to 
shoveling snow.  

Finding Gratitude Things for which  
to be Thankful

Author Unknown

Trains, cars, airplanes, horses and buggies that  
allow us to travel great distances to share  

Thanksgiving with our loved ones.

The spouse who complains when dinner is not  
on time, because s/he is home with me,  

not with someone else.

The teenager who is complaining about doing  
dishes, because that means she is at home &  

not on the streets.

The mess to clean after a party because it means  
I have been surrounded by friends.

 The taxes I pay because it means that  
I'm employed.

 The clothes that fit a little too snug because  
it means I have enough to eat.

 My shadow who watches me work because  
it means I am out in the sunshine.

 A lawn that needs mowing, windows that  
need cleaning and gutters that need fixing  

because it means I have a home.

 All the complaining I hear about our government  
because it means we have freedom of speech.

 The space I find at the far end of the parking  
lot because it means I am capable of walking.

 My huge heating bill because it means I am warm.

 The lady behind me in church who sings off key  
because it means that I can hear.

 The piles of laundry and ironing because  
it means I have clothes to wear.

 Weariness and aching muscles at the end of  
the day because it means I have been productive.

 The alarm that goes off in the early morning  
hours because it means that I'm alive.

 Getting too much email bogs me down but at least  
I know I have friends who are thinking of me.
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By Cathy Schwichtenberg

The Book Club read two 
books this fall: Where the 
Crawdads Sing by Delia 
Owens and Educated:  A 
Memoir by Tara Westover.  
At the October meeting, 
we were fortunate to have 
our rector, Katherine, lead 
the discussion. Last summer, 
Katherine attended a week-
end seminar on Where the Crawdads 
Sing led by the author.  This added a 
deeper dimension to the book discus-
sion and we thank Katherine for her 
preparation and the insights she shared with us.   

St. David’s Book Club – Fall Readings
At the second fall book club meeting on  

November 14 we discussed Educated:  A Memoir. 
Discussion was lively and Virgil Wander by Leif Enger 
was chosen for the next book to read.  The group  
also discussed the idea of meeting in a coffee shop, 

perhaps Cream and Ale in downtown 
Hopkins for the next book club meeting.   
The following were some ideas for  
subsequent books.

The Dinner List by Rebecca Serle 
The Overdue Life of Amy Byler by Kelly Harms
Moment of Lift by Melinda Gates

Watch the bulletin for upcoming  
Book Club dates.

By Cathy Schwichtenberg

St. David’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sun-
day, January 26 directly after the 9:30 Worship 
Service.  The agenda for the meeting will include 
the topics listed below.  All baptized persons in 
good standing, age 16 or older are eligible to vote.

• Opening Prayer

•  Approval of 2019 Annual Meeting Minutes

• Year End Review

•  Recognition of Exiting Vestry Members

• Vestry Elections 

• Convention Delegates Elections

St. David’s 2020 Annual Meeting
• Financial Reviews 
 -  2019 Financials 
 -  2020 Financial Statement of Mission Budget 
  º 2020 Budget Approval Vote 
 -  Cornerstone Endowment

• Incoming Sr. Warden’s Report

• Rector’s Report

• Awards

• Closing Prayer

Please plan to attend this informative meeting in 
which all parishioners will have the opportunity to 
participate in approving plans for the upcoming year.  
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Once again the Back to School 
drive was a huge success. This 
is an important project that was 
originated by teachers when, like 
Anne Monteith, they saw how 
much need there was in some of 
their student families. This project 
is near and dear to Anne’s  
heart because she saw some  
of her students coming to  
school with no supplies or  
resources to get them. This  
year 4,250 individuals and  
families received help from  
this project. A new twist to this 
year’s campaign was the ability  
to shop on Amazon and have 
items shipped directly to Resource 
West in Hopkins. Money donations 
were also welcomed. Anne says 
that children that have been on the  
receiving end of this generosity 
have been truly delighted.

The Back to School Supply Collection
Connecting People—Creating Hope

Resource West’s Website says:

Providing school supplies does 
not only equip the students to 
have a stronger start to their  
year, but it also is a start of a 
conversation with many parents 
regarding other areas of instabil-
ity that they may be experiencing.

It will often cost families up to 
$100 to help get their student   
 ready for school.

  Through our Back-to-School 
 program, each registered  
 K-12 student receives a new 
 backpack filled with basic,  
 grade-specific school  
 supplies. It is a great joy to 

watch the children pick out their 
new backpack and supplies. We 
love powering a successful start 
to the school year for these kids!

 Tues., Dec. 24:  Eve of the Nativity 
 4:30 pm Holy Eucharist and Children’s Pageant 
  8:30 pm Carol Sing
 9:00 pm Holy Eucharist

 Wed., Dec. 25: The Nativity of Our Lord (One Service Only) 
  Office Closed for Christmas 
 10:00 am Holy Eucharist (in All Saints Columbarium Chapel)

 Thurs., Dec. 26: Office Closed for Christmas

 Sun., Dec. 29: First Sunday after Christmas
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist with Choir

 Wed., Jan. 1:  Office Closed in Observance of New Years

Christmas Services and Office Hours
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Twas’ the Night  
of Thanksgiving
Twas’ the night of Thanksgiving

But I just couldn’t sleep

I tried counting backwards, 

I tried counting sheep.

The leftovers beckoned …

The dark meat and white

But I fought the temptation with all of my might.

Tossing and turning with anticipation,

The thought of a snack became infatuation.

So, I raced to the kitchen, 

Flung open the door 

And gazed at the fridge,

Full of goodies galore

I gobbled up turkey and buttered potatoes.

Stuffing with gravy, green beans and tomatoes

I felt myself swelling so plump and so round,

Till all of a sudden, I rose off the ground.

I crashed through the ceiling, floating into the sky

With a mouthful of pudding and a handful of pie

But, I managed to yell as I sored past the trees …

Happy eating to all --- pass the cranberries, please.

St. David’s helps coordinate rides for  
parishioners who cannot drive themselves. 
If you would like to help provide transpor-
tation for parishioners from time to time or, 
if you have a transportation need, please 
contact Tom Edmond at 952-936-0968. 

Transportation  
to St. David’s

Earths crammed with heaven, 
And every common bush
Afire with God;
But only he who sees
Takes off his shoes…
Elizabeth Barrett Browning

Soup & Song 
Caroling 
Sunday, December 15th 
We’ll gather in the Undercroft after the  
Forum for homemade soup, fresh bread,  
and a few carols. Then we’ll head off in  
our vehicles to sing for some of our most 
beloved St. David’s parishioners who  
can’t make it to church.  

ALL AGES are welcome!
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Success and Fun!
By Karin Lindquist

What a fabulous potluck fundraising event!

We had many tasty dishes, musical entertainment and a 
lively auction.

A special shout out to Cliff Crockford and John Seppanen 
for offering their musical talent during dinner and the many 
who offered live auction items for buy or bid!

To the Potluck Planning Committee, a HUGE THANKS!   
We couldn’t do events like this without your effort and  
commitment!

To date we’ve collected over $12,500.00 with more coming 
in as people sign up for future offered events (see other  
bulletin announcements).

St. David’s continues to show that we put the fun in fund 
raising!
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By Cathy Schwichtenberg

The 2020 Pledge Drive kicked off 
on Sunday, October 6 with the 
unveiling of this year’s campaign 
theme:  “Knitted Together as 
Neighbors in Faith”.  When the 
Pledge Drive Committee met at 
its first planning meeting, they 
looked at the prayers and  
scripture readings for All Saints 
Day.  The Collect for that day 
began with the phrase “Almighty 
God, you have knit together your 
elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your Son Christ our 
Lord”.  This inspired this year’s theme.  The Pledge Drive 
was wrapped up on All Saints Sunday on November 3.   

After 9:30 am Worship, the  
Vestry hosted coffee hour which 
included a custom-designed cake 
with the Pledge Drive logo.  

A sincere thanks to all who 
pledged.  As of the Pledge Drive 
completion, 72 pledges have 
been received.  We encourage 
those who have not yet pledged 
to please do so as 90% of  
St. David’s income comes from 
pledges.  Having the pledges  
completed in November allows 

the Finance Committee and the Vestry to have ample 
time to plan the budget for 2020.  

2020 Pledge Drive Wrapped Up

The Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale is  
December 8th after the 8:00 and 9:30 am services. 
We will have hand-crafted articles, handmade 
goodies plus other items of interest. There is a 
sign-up sheet downstairs for the baked goods – 

PLEASE sign up ASAP. If possible bring your  
items for the Bake Sale, Saturday, December 7th  
between 9:00 am – 12:00 pm. Any questions 
please contact Kathryn Zirbes 952-944-3887.

Craft Bazaar and Bake Sale December 8th



DoveTalesVolume 8 § Winter § 2019 §20

Las Posadas is a long-standing Mexican ritual of  
re-enacting Mary and Joseph’s search for lodging  
before the birth of Jesus. In this tradition, young people, 
dressed as Mary and Joseph, travel from house to house 
in the weeks leading up to Christmas and ask for a  
room for the night.  The community participates by  
welcoming Mary and Joseph by praying with them,  
singing to them, or feeding them.  This practice is a  
way to share the news about the upcoming arrival of 
Jesus with an entire community.  

Many faith communities across the world participate 
in rituals similar to the Mexican tradition of Las Posadas. 
During Advent at St. David’s, nativity figures of Mary 
and Joseph travel from home to home. By serving as 
innkeepers to Mary and Joseph during their journey, 
each host opens up their heart and home, and provides 
a warm, comforting welcome for their guests.  The Holy 
Family’s journey ends on Christmas Eve, when they are 
brought to the church. 

The Posada is part of our Advent traditions at  
St. David’s. Members of St. David’s sign up to be  
innkeepers for a few days during Advent. Figures of 
Mary,  Joseph, and a donkey travel from home to home 
in a small basket.  The basket contains a journal for 
recording your reflections about your time with Mary 

and Joseph or for keeping a log of the experiences you 
shared with the couple.  The basket also contains a brief 
liturgy and a small candle to light during the liturgy or 
whenever you choose.  We encourage you to welcome 
the weary travelers into the love and warmth of your 
home. Many innkeepers share a Christmas tradition with 
Mary and Joseph, and others create new traditions with 
their guests, offer prayers for them, as well as hospitality 
and comfortable surroundings. 

Please take photos of your family and the Holy Family 
during their stay in your home and send them to the  
office at bharvey@stdavidsparish.org.  The photos will 
be posted on the St. David’s Facebook page. By doing 
this, the entire congregation can participate in the  
journey of Mary and Joseph.  

Although we cannot go back in time and open our 
homes to Mary and Joseph, by participating in the 
Posada at St. David’s, we can show how we would have 
cared for this couple.  This tradition is also a visible sign 
of our care and concern for those who are presently 
without homes and security.  We invite you to take this 
couple into your lives and your hearts during Advent.   
Watch the bulletin for information on signing up for this 
tradition.

Las Posadas Returns this Advent Season
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By Karin LIndquist

At St. David’s we provide a safe and welcom-
ing environment for all who participate in our 
worship, programs, ministries and any other 
church supported activities. We especially 
strive to maintain a safe place for children, 
youth and vulnerable adults with awareness 
that everyone can be vulnerable at certain 
times.

If you have fob access to St. David’s – 
you must be trained by year end 2019!

If you lead any of our many ministries or  
participate in any of the assigned roles  
during Sunday services, you must to take 
Safe Church Training.  

There are two convenient ways you can get 
this training:

1.  Online: Sign up through Beth Harvey in  
the office.

2.  Live Training Session: Show Up in the 
Jones Room (ICA Building): Saturday,  
December 7th from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm

This is an Episcopal Church directive — but 
more importantly we all have the responsibil-
ity of keeping each other safe. Safe church 
training teaches us how to maintain appro-
priate boundaries where we create a safe 
and welcoming space for minors, elders 
and people with different abilities and those 
engaged in ministry with them. That’s all of us 
as we love God love and one another.

Our Safe Church  
Training Initiative 
is well on its way

Cornerstone  
Endowment  
Fund News

Where Are We Now?
•  Total endowment value: 

$338,888 as of  
September 30, 2019

•  Invested by Episcopal 
Church Foundation

•  60% Equities,  
40% Fixed Income

Why Should I Participate?
•  Endowed donations  

empower ministry

•  To meet a calling to put 
our faith into action

•  Christian stewardship  
involves the faithful  
management of all of  
God’s gifts

•  To help keep St. David’s  
a vibrant community for  
generations to come

How Can I Participate? *
•  Include St. David’s in 

your legacy planning.

•  Bequest in a will (via 
cash, stocks, real estate, 
etc.)

•  Life insurance beneficiary

•  Required minimum  
distributions from  
retirement accounts

•  Direct cash donation

•  Other current gifts (stock, 
bonds, real estate)

•  More complex trusts/ 
annuities

•  Gifts should reference  
Cornerstone Endowment  
of St. David’s.

Things to Consider
•  Endowment gifts can be 

of any size. No gift is too 
large or too small.

•  Gifts can be made now 
or later.

•  Participating in the  
cornerstone endowment 
helps secure the financial 
future of St. David’s.

•  What can I do?

•  Prayerfully consider  
participating in the  
cornerstone endowment  
of St. David’s.

•  Discuss/update your 
legacy plans with your 
legal and/or financial 
professional.

•  Talk to an endowment  
committee member.

•  Consider joining the  
endowment committee.

*  Disclaimer: Please consult 
with a tax and/or legal  
advisor if appropriate before 
making a gift to St. David’s, 
especially since tax laws have 
changed significantly in the 
past few years
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By Steve Johnson

The St. David’s Bell Tower/Chimney 
structure was part of the original 
church building and supports our 
outside Cross and church bell(s).  
Soon after the Sunday school addi-
tion was added, encapsulating the 
Bell Tower structure, chronic leak 
problems started to occur, legend 
has it, whenever the rain blew out of 
the East.  Over the decades repairs 
were made to the tower but the 
leaks always returned after a few 
years.  This year the Vestry decided 
to attempt, again, a “permanent” 
fix.  An engineering consultant was 
hired to assess the soundness of the 
structure and recommend repair or 
removal.  It was the opinion of this 
consultant that the tuck pointing on 
the tower was the original and had 
never been completely redone and 
that previous repairs had consisted 
of applying silicone sealant in the 
visible cracks. Based on this report, it 
was decided to contract to have the 
tuck pointing and counter flashing 
redone properly.  

As of late October, the loose 
tower stones have been reanchored 
in place, the old mortar has been 
ground out and fresh mortar ap-
plied in all of the joints, and a new 
copper top cap has been fabricated 
and installed.  Only the new counter 
flashing remains to be installed.

As part of the repair project, we 
asked that the contractor demount 
the one bell in the tower because it 
looked out of place without the two 
other bells that were clearly intend-
ed for the tower (see accompany-
ing photo) and because the tolling 
mechanism designed to be pulled 
by a Deacon or Quasimodo or some 
other volunteer had obviously been 
broken for a long time.  This brought 
up a question:  Where are the other 
two bells?  Were they removed in 
some earlier repair? Did kids shinny 

up the tower and take them as a 
prank? Did they ever exist? Someone 
must know something.

After some informal discussions 
with various older parishioners, it 
became clear that they were not old 
enough to know the true story of 
the bells, so Carol Johnson contacted 
the Rev. Ron Bauer to see what he 
remembered. Ron was more than 
happy to reminisce about water 
leaks and the history of the bells. His 
recollection is that there was only 
one bell in place when he arrived in 
1973. He remembers a story that the 
bell came from an old steam loco-
motive, or that it just sounded like 
it came from a locomotive. During 
his tenure at St. David’s, speakers for 
an electronic carillon were installed 
on the Bell Tower with a keyboard 
in the office so he could play hymn 
tunes to entertain the neighbors.  
The speakers for the carillon were 
removed during a 1990’s remodeling.

Now that we have the mysterious 
bell and its support frame down on 
the ground in a secret location (see 
accompanying photo) the congrega-
tion can brainstorm ideas on how  
we could display and ring this bit of 
our history.

A Tale of Three Bells
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Well, all I can say is WOW!!!  
There is so much going on around 
St. David’s and so many people to 
thank for all of this work. Here are 
some of the recent projects going 
on or completed at St. David’s.

•  New Sidewalk, stairs and railing 
in the front of the building. 

•  Cleared out two of the rooms 
used for storage so that they 
may be used for the Mes Amis 
French Immersion PreSchool. 

•  Installed a fence for a  
playground

•  Removed hostas and other 
plants from the playground area

•  Successful Fall Church  
Cleanup day

• Painted Shea's office

•  Repaired the Bell Tower and 
placed a new cap on the top

Here are some of the Silent  
Servants who participated in  
all of this good work: Randy  
Schwichtenberg, David Pearson, 
Dan Meyer, Dan Beckmann,  
Chris Carda, Bob Triebenbach, 
and Adam Hovis.

Building and Grounds Update
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On Tuesday, December 31st St. David’s volunteers will be serving dinner at 
St. Gabriel’s Church in Hopkins. This is a great opportunity to give back to 
our neighborhood and provide families in need with a nutritious meal. We 
need volunteers for cooking (3-3:30 pm), serving (5:15 pm) and clean-up 
(5:45-6:30 pm). 

If you can help out that Tuesday, please sign up in the Undercroft on  
Sunday or contact Guy Drake at: gadrake@comcast.net. 

Volunteers Needed December 31st

Put a little fun in your life!!!
The Fun Club: Sever’s Fall Festival and Karaoke Night
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What better way to get into the true meaning of  
Christmas, than to participate in the Lake Minnetonka 
Care Center (LMCC) Holiday Celebration. Read on to 
find out the many ways you can take part.

On Sunday, December 22nd at 1:00 pm we hold our 
annual Eucharistic Worship service for our friends out 
at Lake Minnetonka Care Center. This special service, 
led by our Rector Katherine, is followed by a Christmas 
party, complete with Christmas songs, delicious holi-
day treats, and of course gifts! This is a very meaning-
ful and special time for both the residents and us. All 
St. David’s parishioners are most welcome to partici-
pate in this holiday outreach opportunity. The youth 
are especially encouraged to come be a part of this 
festive day.  It is always fun for the residents to see the 
younger generation!

It’s that time of year again to help 
brighten the holiday for our friends 
at Lake Minnetonka Care Center 
(LMCC). As you may already know, 
we at St. David’s visit the care center 
residents on Sunday mornings to 
conduct a lay worship service with 
them. At Christmas time, we prepare 
a special worship service complete 
with Katherine leading the Eucharist, 
followed by a festive holiday celebra-
tion. Those festivities include songs, 
food, and the proverbial Christmas 
gifts!  

Here’s where your St. David’s  
generosity comes in. Head on  
down to the Undercroft on Sunday, 
December 1st to pick a gift tag off 
our Holiday Giving Tree. On that 
tag will be the name of a resident at 

LMCC along with his/her gift wish 
list. Choose a gift idea from their list, 
purchase that gift, wrap it up, and 
attach the handy named gift tag to 
the gift. We then ask you to please 
deliver your beautiful package back 
to our church, leaving it in the church 
office (during weekday business 
hours and/or Sunday mornings).  
The latest you may return the gift to 
church is Sunday, December 22nd by 
10:00 am because we hold their holi-
day party that afternoon at 1:00 pm!

Hope to see you down by the  
Giving Tree, Sunday December 1st. 
Questions—don’t hesitate to give me 
a call at 763-232-9412, Diane Curley.

Thanks in advance for your  
generous participation.

Lake Minnetonka Care Center  
Holiday Celebration December 22nd

Your participation and assistance in the following ways 
will help make the day a success:

1.  Participate in the Holiday Giving Tree, purchasing  
a gift for a LMCC resident.

2.  Bake a dozen or so Christmas cookies/bars for  
the party.

3.  Share your musical talents and come along to the 
party for Christmas carol singing. They have an  
electronic keyboard there, or you may bring your 
own guitar, accordion, etc.

4.  Attend the Eucharist service and party at LMCC,  
the more the merrier!

If you have any questions or are able to donate your 
time and/or your talents I would love to hear from you. 
Just call me, Diane Curley, at 763-232-9412. Hope to 
hear from you!

Holiday Giving Tree
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United Thank Offering (UTO)
Almighty God, I give You praise
for blessing me in many ways.
Create in me a grateful heart

And with this gift, a blessing start.
Amen.

Next UTO Collection Date:  
December 1st

During this season of Thanksgiving, 
please remember to count your bless-

ings by donating to your United Thank 
Offering (UTO) box. Our next ingather-
ing is the Sunday after Thanksgiving. 
We will be using the special UTO plate 
made from donated silver from mem-
bers in the Diocese of Minnesota. You 
may either place your UTO box in the 
plate or convert the coins to bills or 
a check. Place the bills or check in a 
“UTO” envelope.

By Helen VonGrossmann

On Saturday, September 21, I at-
tended the Open House at Destiny 
Hill Church where I was greeted at 
the door by a friendly member of 
the congregation and taken into the 
sanctuary which was attractive and 
new looking. They have been work-
ing to update the church since they 
took possession. Everything in the 
building was freshly painted. I was 
then introduced to another man 
who showed me the Sunday school 
rooms. There is a small kitchen 
downstairs and a comfortable meet-
ing hall next to it. They served some 
delicious sweet rolls and a bowl of 
fruit along with water and fruit juice 
for refreshments. I sat with some 
women and chatted with them. 
Most of the parishioners that I talked 
to were from Nigeria but some from 
Uganda and Liberia.  

I attended because I wanted to wel-
come them to the Minnetonka area 
and show them they have friends 
here.  We talked about food and 
about our Kenya dinner which has 
food that they are familiar with.  

Destiny Hill 
Church  
Open House

Blessing of the Animals
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Save the Date

This couple is none other than our loyal St. David’s 
friends, Kathy and Denny Johnson. They have been 
happily married for 58 years even though both their 
mothers thought their marriage would never last. One 
relative in later years told Kathy and Denny that they 
hadn’t given them much of a wedding gift because 
she was sure it wouldn’t last. It has not only lasted but 
been an exciting and memorable ride. Turn to page 8 
to learn some of their humorous and interesting stories.

Answer: Who in the world is this? 

Youth Group Calendar
December
 4  Wednesday Night Dinner/Youth Group

 11  Cookie Baking

 22  Lake Minnetonka Care Center  
Christmas Party

January
 8  Wednesday Night Dinner/Youth Group

 TBA  Make cat/dog toys for Humane Society

February
 5  Wednesday Night Dinner/Youth Group

 TBA  Before Valentine’s Day—Make and  
send valentines for college-aged  
parishioners

DECEMBER
 1   United Thank Offering 

Ingathering
 4   Dinner/Youth Group
 7  Safe Church
 8  Bake and Craft Sale
 11  Youth Baking for  

Soup & Song Caroling
 14  Advent Retreat
 15  Soup & Song Caroling
 22  Lake Minnetonka Care 

Center Christmas Party
 24 Christmas Eve
  4:30 pm   Holy Eucharist/

Pageant
  8:30 pm Hymn Sing 
  9:00 pm Holy Eucharist
 25 Christmas Day
  10:00 am  Holy Eucharist
 31 Loaves & Fishes

JANUARY
 5   Epiphany – 1 Service
  9:30 am  Holy Eucharist
 8   Dinner/Youth Group
 25  Electing Convention,  

for new ECMN bishop
 26  Annual Meeting

FEBRUARY
 5    Dinner/Youth Group
 16   Music @ St. David’s
  3:00 pm   The Mill City 

String Quartet 
– Inspiration to 
Ingenuity

 25  Shrove Tuesday 
  6:00 pm  Dinner
 26  Ash Wednesday
  12:00 pm Holy Eucharist 
  7:00 pm Holy Eucharist

“The First Call for 
Help” at St. David’s

The Pastoral Care 
Phone Line

952-767-0891
This number rolls to one of the Pastoral 
Care Team. Use this number not the 
office number for all pastoral needs, 
such as Eucharistic visits, personal 
visits, prayer shawls or the need to be 
in contact with clergy. 
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