
"But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He saved us, not 

because of righteous things we had done, but because of His mercy. He saved us 

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out 

on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior." - Titus 3:4-6 (NIV)  

 

Greetings from Ireland!   

"What's the difference between what your church believes and what they teach us in the 

Catholic church?" My new friend E at the charity shop was curious.  

 

"Well," I said, "all religions and some churches tell you do and you'll be right with God. We 

believe that God clearly tells us in the Bible that because of Jesus it's done. We are 

acceptable to God in Jesus Christ not because of what we do but because of what He has 

done for us." 

E thought this made a lot of sense and so did J., the two women I was talking with recently 

over a coffee break.  

The summers here in Ireland can be busy with people going on holidays and having outdoor 

activities but they are also full of new opportunities to connect with people we don't normally 

see during the year. This summer we have had many connections and conversations such 

as the one I recently had with E and J.  

We just completed a week of our annual children's Kid's Clubs at our church. This year 

we had a group of six college age women from North America who joined with our many of 

our young people and several adults in running our children's clubs the 10th to 14th of July. 

This was one of our best years in terms of connecting with our neighbors, smooth running of 

the clubs (one morning and one afternoon) and having wonderful discussions about Jesus 

with the parents. Two mothers of children new to the club spoke to me at length one day 

about how nothing like this happens for the children and teens in the Catholic church. They 

were deeply touched by the involvement of our church young people and our guests with 

their children.  

This summer marked the first meeting of our new Chinese grandson Timothy with the 

family in Ireland. Our daughter Natalie brought Timothy over from Alabama for two weeks in 

late June/early July. Jordan, her husband, came for the first week and our son Neil, his wife 

Rebecca and their one year old daughter Hannah came over that week as well. 

 

We absolutely loved meeting Timothy in person and getting to spend time with him and I 

think the feeling was mutual on Timothy's part. We are certainly richly blessed in the family 

department!  

This July marks our thirty-four year in Ireland! Thank you for your dedicated 

partnership with us as we seek to share the love of Jesus Christ with the soul-hungry here 

in Ireland. You are absolutely essential to all we see God doing in this strategic country.   

 

In His love,   

Jesse, for Joyce too! 


