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"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 

and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can 

comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God." 

- 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (NIV)  

Greetings from Ireland!   

"You know you should start charging for all the words of wisdom you share with people! You might 
make a lot of money from it!"  This tongue-in-cheek comment was made to me the other day by 
Margaret, a woman I work alongside of at the charity shop in Swords where we volunteer. 
Almost weekly I share some spiritual truth with her but some things seem to stick in her mind more than 
others. Sadly, the past few years she has experienced a series of deaths of close family members which 
have touched her deeply.  
 
I was better able to listen and respond to Margaret this past week after attending the Life-Care Training 
Retreat in Beatenberg, Switzerland the 18th-21st of October. Sol Skaff and his wife Hillary are some of 
our new colleagues in GEM and are based in Edinburgh, Scotland. For a good number of years Sol served 
as a counselor on staff at a large church in Austin, Texas. While there he developed a training program 
for those who have opportunity to engage with others in a meaningful way. After meeting Sol and 
Hillary a few years ago at our GEM annual conference and hearing about this course I have been anxious 
to take the training. The theme verse for the course is 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 (quoted above).  
 
After the Life-Care Training I am much better able and equipped to understand my role in helping others 
and encouraging them toward steps of growth without trying to "fix" them or their situation. I'm so 
grateful for this opportunity to travel to Switzerland and avail of this wonderful training. Do join me in 
praying about the possibility of having Sol and Hillary come to Ireland in the future so folks I know here 
can also avail of it. I'm sure I'll need a refresher by then too!!  

 
The first week in October I was also blessed by spending a few days in Prague at our annual Retreat for 
Field Leaders in our region. In Prague I joined with other field leaders from the UK, Sweden, Iceland and 
France. We had a wonderful time together hosted by our leader Greg Nichols and his wife Debby. 
Having the regional leadership we get from Greg has certainly made a significant impact on my life the 
past few years.  
The month was already eventful enough, but to top it off we had a new kitchen installed right between 
my getting home from Prague and setting off for Switzerland! Our previous kitchen had lasted over 25 
years and was becoming obsolete over the last few years. Here in Ireland the home kitchen is of 
strategic importance for life and ministry. Often a sign that people invite you into their lives is if they 
visit with you in the kitchen. We have a steady stream of family, friends and others whom we minister to 
in our kitchen not to mention all the meals that take place there! We are grateful that we were able to 
get this major project done well before mid-December which was our deadline!   
  
Again, we are thankful for you and the part you play in serving with us in prayer and financial support. 
By His grace we are able to extend God's loving care to others as you have cared for us!    
 
With a grateful heart,    

Jesse, for Joyce too! 
 


