
Dear First Baptist Church Family,  
 

We are making plans to host services in person and are eagerly anticipating our reunion!  While 

none of us have enjoyed the time away from our church family, we are prayerful that this time 

of separation will grow our fondness for one another, emphasize the spiritual reasons for us 

gathering in the first place. 
 

We are planning to restart services.  To do this, we are hoping to hold two Sunday services; one 

at 9:00 am and one at 10:30 am.  We are targeting May 31 for our first Sunday back, assuming 

conditions and health guidelines will allow it.  We will maintain this two-service format through 

Labor Day weekend, using the month of August to evaluate whether it is benefitting the Body.   
 

In the meantime, we will space out chairs in the sanctuary, with clusters of chairs allowing 

family units to sit together.  We will also create an “overflow” space in the gym including a live 

stream to accommodate those who prefer not to sing and desire a little extra social distance at 

this time.    
 

Undoubtedly, the question arises, “Why don’t we all just meet at the same time, and have 

half in the gym and half in the sanctuary?”  The answer is that we are not convinced that our 

space can safely handle 140+/- people at the same time, due to limited entrances, narrow 

hallways, small restrooms, etc. 
  

In an abundance of caution, we are going to hold off resuming Coffee Fellowship, Sunday 

School (which we typically do not have during the summer), and Children’s Church.  We hope 

to re-launch these ministries the week after Labor Day.  
 

We have not yet made a decision regarding the nursery and invite your feedback on the 

matter.  For families: would you allow your young children to be in the nursery if it is 

available?  For workers (and potential workers): how comfortable would you be serving in the 

nursery, understanding that you would need to wear a face covering and abide by some new 

guidelines to care for children and families?  Please contact the church office or reach out to a 

leader to give us your opinion and perspective. 
 

We are prayerful that our dependence upon one another and our need for one another has 

surfaced in our absence from one another.  We are prayerful for our friends and neighbors who 

are far from God will be open to our invitation to church in these times.  This is much more 

difficult when we are not showing grace and Christian love.  
 

Church, “grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord” – may the 

Lord Jesus Christ win even this day (1 Timothy 1:2)! 
 

Following Jesus, but not alone, 
 

Larry Bender - Rob Buhl - Richard Foss - Larry Guthrie - Aaron Hung - John Molis 



A few things about reopening 
Sunday Services 
9:00 am & 10:30 am 
May 31 – Labor Day Weekend (Sept. 6th) 
No Coffee Fellowship 
No Sunday School 
 
Greeters and Greeting 
We want you and everyone to be warmly welcomed by our church.  We believe that kindness is one of God’s tools to 
open people to learning about God.   
 
During this indefinite period of social distancing we will have greeters but ask that we all refrain from hugging, 
handshakes, and “close talking”.      
 
Cloth Face Coverings 
FBC is not requiring masks for our church service currently.  However, if you feel at risk or do not want to put others at 
risk or want to wear a face covering while we sing – please do.   
 
Please see that the usage of cloth masks is relatively routine in many parts of the world because of smog, dust, bacteria, 
and virus.  While a mask is not a perfect filter to prevent the spread of contaminants neither is sneezing or coughing into 
your elbow, but we would rather others cough or sneeze into their elbow than our face.   
 
Health Check 
Please be aware of the common symptoms of COVID-19 and refrain from gathering with us if you are experiencing these 
symptoms.  
 
We recommend that you check your temperature prior to joining us for a Sunday service.   
 
Church Cleaning 
Our cleaning staff regularly increase their cleaning of commonly touched light switches, door handles, etc. during the cold 
and flu season.  In addition to these common best practices a team of volunteers will spot clean our building between 
services.   
 
Social Distancing 
We have arranged chairs in the Sanctuary and gymnasium to accommodate separate households.  Chairs have been 
placed mainly in groups of two or three or four with some large group sets as well.  We will not be setting up additional 
chairs during this time.  We also ask that you do your best to keep your family (kids) together to best respect everyone 
who attends our services.   
 
 
 


