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Is this normal?? 
 In our last letter we wrote, “There is nothing we enjoy more than 

discussing the Word of God with atheist PhD students and scholars.  We are 

constantly in awe of how the Spirit of God uses the Word of God to transform 

the minds and hearts of those who claim that God does not exist.”  Based on 

that statement this has been a perplexing school year so far.  There were 

several odd circumstances, each of which hindered getting the ministry off to a 

good start.  The most harmful glitch was that the campus student club 

communication network that we rely on for announcing our discussion group 

activities was not functioning properly for the first several weeks.  The 

messages were not getting out to everyone.  We still are not certain whether 

this was a technical problem or intentional human interference by someone not 

sympathetic to our cause. Nevertheless the problem ended as mysteriously as it 

began.  Attendance is picking up. There have been several new contacts in the 

last few weeks.  We hope this trend continues. 

A favorite passage found in Romans 15:20-21 says, “It has always been 

my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would 

not be building on someone else's foundation.  Rather, as it is written: "Those 

who were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard will 

understand."”  This passage fits so well with our campus ministry among 

international students. Please pray that the Lord will soften the hearts of 

scholars to hear the Good News.  Pray that the Lord will increase our 

opportunities to open the Word of God to those who have never heard.  Pray 

that we will have the strength and wisdom needed. 

Although the beginning of this school year was a little unusual, finally 

things are getting back to normal.  However, the word “normal” seldom 

applies to anything in life and especially not to campus ministry, where things 

are in a constant state of change.  It may have been the great domestic 

philosopher, Erma Bombeck that once wrote, “Normal is just a setting on my 

dryer.”  And so it goes. 

 


