
Greetings from Ireland!  

 

Another month has flown by. It seems that just yesterday we sent our St Patrick's Day 

greeting out to you. We've had a challenging month on several fronts, but still we can 

rejoice in what we see God doing around us.  

 

As the apostle Paul noted in his day, we want to see God's work and reputation expand in 

our area and the "regions beyond" us. In saying this, we have found that without devoting 

time to interpersonal relationships not much productive happens in the expansion of God's 

Kingdom, especially here in Ireland. Fortunately during March and April we have continued 

to form and cultivate relationships with people for Kingdom development. 

 

In early April I (Jesse) took a much needed weekend off and spent time with about forty 

members of my golf club (one of my circles of influence) on a weekend away in Dungarvan, 

County Waterford. The weather was beautiful and I got to play golf with fellow members on 

two beautiful courses. 

 

In a relaxed and casual atmosphere I got to know many of the members I hadn't previously 

met. Most were very interested as to why I would leave America and come to Ireland and 

were curious as to what I was doing here. I had several opportunities to share my faith and 

hear the stories and views of others. I came away encouraged with these new and 

developing relationships. We also had a scramble team event on Sunday and my team 

came second!! 

Meanwhile, Joyce was able to take our granddaughters, Amy and Katie to the Swords 

Children's Easter Camp in County Wicklow the same weekend I was in Dungarvan. We 

conduct this camp annually for kids age 8 to 12 and draw in not only our church kids but 

their friends from outside the church as well. Over the years we have found it to be an 

effective outreach to families. Joyce always works hard as an adult helper and also serves 

as Child Safety officer. Over fifty children and over thirty helpers all had a wonderful and 

spiritually uplifting weekend! 

Just before St Patrick's Day our GEM Ireland team gathered for our Field Wide Strategic 

planning meetings. We had two days of excellent sessions together. I think we came away 

with a clearer idea of what we need to do as a team to move the ministry forward together 

this coming year. Do pray for our team and for my leadership of the team which I always 

find challenging.    

 

Once again, thank you for your partnership with us as we continue to participate with 

God in what He's doing to build His Kingdom in Ireland. Without you what we do would be 

impossible. Be encouraged that God is working out His plan here and you are a key part of 

it!  

 

Yours in Christ,   

Jesse, for Joyce too! 


