
“I have absolutely no regrets about coming. I can honestly say that this year has 
been filled with really good and really hard things, but I am so glad that a program 
like this exists.” Student 21/22

“My trailhead experience has been amazing... and extremely challenging, it's been 
life giving and it's been exhausting, it's been clarifying and it's been confusing. In 
the [midst] of all of that, I can honestly say it's been one of the best decisions of 
my life.” Student 21/22

“Another thing I've enjoyed is getting stretched in a lot of ways, and growing as a 
result. [It’s] been a safe place to start figuring out how to start to live on my own, 
and I think it'll make the transition to adulthood a lot easier.” Student 21/22

“Stretching,” “really hard,” “challenging,” “confusing,” “exhausting” – these are 
words our students used to describe their time in Trailhead this year.  

But also: “Really good,” “amazing,” “life giving,” growing,” and “one of the best 
decisions of my life.”  

As we reflect on our ninth year of Trailhead, we are proud to hear from our 
students that their year was hard... and good.  I agree with them.  Trailhead is 
intentionally difficult.  Students endure long days of work and class, they are asked 
to do things they aren’t comfortable doing.  They live in close proximity to people 
who aren’t like them at all, and they are expected to learn to love each other and 
serve together.   It should come as no surprise that this difficulty will lead to 
growth.  Look up “suffering” in scripture and it will almost always be connected to 
learning and growth of some kind.  Our prayer is that our students will have an 
experience here that does include discomfort, and hopefully growth, which will 
help them move forward with a tested and strengthened faith. 

Speaking of discomfort, our summer wilderness trips are in full swing.  We have 
many young people coming in the next two months to brave the storms and bugs 
and heat in pursuit of a true wilderness experience in God’s creation.  Even on 
these short week-long excursions, we see the role discomfort plays in 
strengthening faith, gratitude, and character. 

Please pray for our staff, who are also exposed to the elements each week and 
carry the added burden of leadership and Bible teaching.  We are dependent on 
God for the spiritual results we pray for each week.  

The six Jacobsons are doing well.  Charlie and Mason just finished their first year at 
Rib Lake Elementary and are tenacious readers.  Nora is doing school at home with 
Laura and Josiah is a healthy and noisy one year old. His favorite word seems to be 
“Hey!” and he yells it at people all the time.  Laura and I will celebrate 15 years of 
marriage this fall and look forward to doing something special perhaps. 

We are blessed and thankful to be serving in this ministry, and glad for all of you!

Dan, Laura, Charlie, Mason, Nora & Joey
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