
Dear Friends & Family,

In the adventure program we know all about 
fear.  It is part of our itinerary. The wilderness is a place of 
discomfort and for some campers,  the thunder of a rapid is 
all it takes to elevate that ambient discomfort into a full 
blown terror.  The disease of fear presents as questions – 
spoken or unspoken.  Is this safe? Will this canoe tip? Will I 
drown if it does? Does my guide know what he is doing? 
Can he be trusted? Are there things even he cannot control?

Fear is a tool for learning in the wilderness. The little 
anxieties we experience on a wind-whipped lake or a 70 foot 
granite rock face are the training ground for developing an 
approach to bigger fears. What if I get sick? What if I lose my 
job (or all my supporters lose their jobs)? What if people I 
love become seriously ill? What if I die? 

The questions of fear are all answered the same way: Set 
your mind to trusting those things that deserve your trust. 
That rope you are hanging from is more than adequate to 
support you. That guide in the back of the boat has paddled 
this rapid a billion times. That God you worship has declared 
His care for you now and for eternity, and nothing lies 
outside of His control. 

Our Trailhead students are quarantined as I write this. Their 
parents are all over the world. Their future is uncertain in a 
way they have never experienced. They are taking on THAT 
look. They are asking THOSE questions. What a tremendous 
opportunity to grow in trust! Please pray that we live this 
trust well before their watching eyes. Even if we should 
experience those things we fear, our God is good. He is wise. 
He is bigger than death and awaits his people beyond it. We 
are in good hands. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither 
angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor 
any powers,  neither height nor depth, nor anything else in 
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39

We love you,

Dan, Laura, Charlie, Mason & Nora
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