
Dear Friends & Family,

There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. Galatians 3:28-29.

She grew up in Africa. He grew up in the Gobi Desert in China. 
Another spent his early years in Mexico. Five of the eleven were 
adopted. Most of the group was homeschooled. 

The students assembled for Trailhead 2019/2020 are as diverse a 
group as we have ever served. Each student came for his or her own 
reasons. Each student has his or her own goals.  Perspectives are all 
over the map and drastically divergent experiences will make things 
interesting and challenging. 

I am both heavy and hopeful about this class.  In some cases, 
students have brought deep hurts and difficulties I am only 
beginning to understand. In others, students are reeling as they 
re-enter US culture while missionary parents are thousands of miles 
away.  Please pray for these young friends. If Trailhead 19/20 is like 
the other six years, they are in for a long, challenging journey of 
growth together.  

Praise God that the gospel can unite a group as diverse as this. In 
the gospel we can find our identity no matter where we have spent 
our days and regardless of the cultures or experiences that have 
shaped us. We are all “one in Christ Jesus.”

On the home front, Charlie and Mason are starting school for the 
year. I am proud of them. They show a strong interest in new ideas 
and love to learn. I am proud of Laura as well, who is facilitating their 
RVA curriculum at home.  She makes their learning fun for them, and 
I think that makes all the difference for boys. I think I have 
successfully hooked these two on fishing, which was my childhood 
fascination as well. 

Nora is living up to her name (Eleanor – “bright light”). She loves to 
laugh and smile. The vocabulary is coming along quickly which makes 
this a really fun stage.  The Jacobson home is always full of laughter 
or tears. Never quiet.  

We love where the Lord has put us to work. I find great joy and 
purpose in serving the Lord in this ministry. May he bless us with the 
fruit we hope for in the lives of these students whom he loves. 

Dan, Laura, Charlie, Mason & Nora
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