
Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

The Lord’s Day August 23, 2020 
 

Prelude  
 

Introit Sue Lechota 

Change My Heart, O God 
 

Call to Worship Psalm 46:4-5 
 

Hymn 403 

Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

O, Heavenly Father, you tell us in your word that our responsibility as 

creatures is simple: We are to love you with all that we are and love our 

neighbor as ourselves. In this, we have failed miserably. Do not rebuke us 

in your anger, we pray, nor discipline us in your wrath. For your arrows 

have sunk into us, and your hand has come down on us. There is no 

soundness in our flesh because of your indignation; there is no health in 

our bones because of our sin. For our iniquities have gone over our heads; 

they weigh like burdens too heavy for us. Forgive our sins, pardon our 

iniquities, and restore our communion with You, we ask through our 

Blessed Lord Jesus, Who for a little while was made lower than the angels, 

and is now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, Who by your grace tasted death for everyone.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness Galatians 4:4-7 
 

The Gloria Patri 572 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in 

the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Paul Cooper 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Unison Scripture Reading John 3:1-15 
 



Special Music  Sue Lechota 

Softly and Tenderly 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Hymn 492 

How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 
 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

Psalm 87 
 

Hymn 433 

Amazing Grace 
 

Benediction  
 

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you, 

with His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again.  

Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till 

we meet, God be with you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude 
 

Our Prayer of Confession is based upon Matthew 22, Psalm 38 and Hebrews 3. 
 

Featured Element of Worship: This Morning's Hymns (each of which was 

written by John Newton) 

Through much of his early life, John Newton worked on slave ships, eventually, 

becoming a captain of them himself. Over a period of years in the mid-1700s 

though, he trusted in Christ, left the slave trade, repented of his participation in it, 

and ultimately became a major supporter of its abolition. Needless to say, he 

developed a profound sense of both the grace that his sin required for his sin to be 

forgiven, and the grace that is held out to us in Christ Jesus. 

He would ultimately become an Anglican clergyman and one of the great hymnists 

ever. Together with poet William Cowper, he published one of the most influential 

English hymnbooks ever written, The Olney Hymns. It included three hymns we are 

singing this morning: Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken, How Sweet the Name of 

Jesus Sounds, and Faith’s Review and Expectation, which we know today as the 

beloved hymn, Amazing Grace. 

As we sing each of these together this morning, let us realize that, just like Newton, 

there is no hope for us in our own efforts. Apart from Christ Jesus, we are truly 

wretched, lost & blind. Thanks to God’s grace though, we have been found, given 

eyes to see the truth, and declared righteous in Christ Jesus, our Lord!  
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Unison Scripture Reading – John 3:1-15 (ESV) 
 

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of 

the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, 

we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do 

these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered 

him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot 

see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man 

be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's 

womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that 

which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you 

hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 

goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 

 
9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus 

answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 

understand these things? 11 Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak of 

what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do 

not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
13 No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCLI 594962 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sermon Text: Psalm 87 (ESV) 

 
87 On the holy mount stands the city he founded; 
2     the LORD loves the gates of Zion 

    more than all the dwelling places of Jacob. 
3 Glorious things of you are spoken, 

    O city of God. 
4 Among those who know me I mention Rahab and Babylon; 

    behold, Philistia and Tyre, with Cush— 

    “This one was born there,” they say. 
5 And of Zion it shall be said, 

    “This one and that one were born in her”; 

    for the Most High himself will establish her. 
6 The LORD records as he registers the peoples, 

    “This one was born there.” 
7 Singers and dancers alike say, 

    “All my springs are in you.” 
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