
Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service April 2, 2021 

 

Prelude  

Introit Chris and Lydia Holmberg 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

Responsive Call to Worship 

Leader: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  People: Amen 

 Leader: Blessed be the name of the Lord our God, 

  People: Who redeems us from sin and death. 

Leader: For us and for our salvation, Christ became obedient unto death, even death 

  on a cross. 

  People: Blessed be the name of the Lord. 

Hymn 351 

How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Most merciful God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, yet 

was without sin, we confess before you our own sinfulness; we have 

hungered after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with evil; 

we have doubted your power to protect us. Forgive us for our lack of faith; 

have mercy on our weakness. Restore in us such trust and love that we may 

walk in your ways and delight in doing your will. We ask in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 Corinthians 1:18 

Musical Offering Sue Lechota 

The Power of the Cross 

Good Friday Meditation   Rev. Pete Scribner 

Why Did Jesus Have to Die? 

Hymn 321 

When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 

 



 

The Service of Shadows 
 

 

The Shadow of Betrayal  Mark 14:43-50 
 

Hymn 342 

Stricken, Smitten and Afflicted 

 

The Shadow of Denial  Luke 22:54-62 
  

Musical Offering Holmberg Family 

Beautiful, Scandalous Night 

 

The Shadow of Accusation  John 18:28-40 
 

Hymn 336 

O Sacred Head Now Wounded 

 

The Shadow of Humiliation  Matthew 27:27-44 
 

Musical Offering Chris and Grace Holmberg 

Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed? 

 

The Shadow of Death  Luke 23:44-49 
 

Hymn 315 

Were You There? (vv. 1-3) 

 

The Shadow of the Burial  John 19:31-42 
 

Strepitus 
 

Eastern Orthodox Chant Holmberg Family 

Antiphon XV from Great and Holy Friday 

 

Dismissal in Silence 

 

 

Please remember to depart tonight’s service in silent meditation, reflecting upon all 

that Christ endured for us. 

 



 

Explanation of Tenebrae Service 
 

This year for Good Friday, we are having a Tenebrae Service. Tenebrae is a Latin word, meaning 

“shadows” or “darkness.” A Tenebrae Service, therefore, is one which is characterized by 

diminishing light. Light is a symbol of joy and life, while darkness is a symbol of mourning and 

death. Jesus, who is the Light of the World, came that we might have life in him, but when he was 

crucified, we read in Luke 23:44, “there was darkness over the whole land.” So it is that 

throughout the service tonight, candles will be extinguished and the sanctuary will progressively 

become darker as we work our way through our readings of Scripture. 

 

It is worth noting that this is a reversal of sorts of what happens during Advent. In that season, we 

light a candle each week, leading up to Christmas Eve when we light the Christ Candle, signifying 

his birth in human flesh. Tonight, we will extinguish those very same candles one-by-one, 

realizing Good Friday as an “anti-Advent” of sorts. Whereas in Advent we anticipate the light of 

Christ breaking into a world darkened by sin, tonight we remember that day when that light (at 

least for a time) seemed to be overcome by the darkness of sin and death. 

 

You will notice that the chancel area of our sanctuary is far more bare than usual, pointing to the 

fact that this is an occasion of somber penitence and reflection. Flowers, paraments, and other 

items are absent, focusing our visual attention on the aforementioned candles, and upon the cross 

placed on the communion table. 

 

One other item you should note is that there will be a Strepitus marking the conclusion of our 

service. Strepitus is another Latin word, meaning “great noise,” and traditionally in Tenebrae 

Services that noise representing either the earth quaking at the death of Jesus, or the sound of the 

tomb being closed. In our service tonight, the sound will be played on a drum. After this, an 

Eastern Orthodox chant will be sung, pointing us to the crucifixion and prompting us to look 

forward to the resurrection. At this time, some lights will come back on so that you are able to see 

your way out of the sanctuary. Please depart in silence, meditating upon all that Christ endured for 

our sake and on our behalf. 
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Lyrics for Special Music 
 

In His Cross I Glory 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

There for all was grace made free. 

None deserving, yet receiving 

Life through death a Calvary. 

 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Not in power, wealth or fame. 

In the cross sin’s curse is broken 

For the sake of Jesus’ name. 

For the sake of Jesus’ name. 
 
Words and Music by Tricia Walker 

© Copyright 1986 WORD MUSIC 

CCLI # 594962 

 

 

Beautiful Scandalous Night  

Go on up to the mountain of mercy, 

To the crimson perpetual tide. 

Kneel down on the shore, 

Be thirsty no more, 

Go under and be purified. 

 

Follow Christ to the holy mountain, 

Sinner, sorry and wrecked by the fall. 

Cleanse your heart and your soul 

In the fountain that flows 

For you and for me and for all. 

 

Refrain 

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree, 

On that beautiful, scandalous night you and me 

Were atoned by His blood  

And forever washed white; 

On that beautiful, scandalous night. 

 

On the hillside you will be delivered, 

At the foot of the cross, justified, 

And your spirit restored 

By the river that pours 

From our blessed Savior's side. 
 
Words by Steve Hindalong, Music by Derald Daugherty 

© 1991, 1992 Glasshouse Records.   

 CCLI # 594962. 

Alas! and Did My Savior Bleed? 

Alas! and did my Savior bleed and did my Sovereign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head for such a worm as I? 

Was it for crimes that I had done He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree! 

 

Well might the sun in darkness hide and shut His glories in, 

When Christ the mighty Maker died for man the creature's sin. 

Thus might I hide my blushing face  

While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness and melt my eyes with tears. 

 

But drops of grief can ne'er repay the debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away, 'tis all that I can do. 

Alas! and did my Savior bleed and did my Sovereign die? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, and love beyond degree! 

 
Words by Isaac Watts; Traditional Irish Melody 

 

 

15th Antiphon from Great and Holy Friday 

Today He who hung the earth upon the waters  

Is hung on the tree, 

The King of the angels is decked with a crown of thorns. 

He who wraps the heavens in clouds  

Is wrapped in the purple of mockery. 

He who freed Adam in the Jordan is slapped on the face. 

The Bridegroom of the Church is affixed to the Cross with 

nails. 

The Son of the virgin is pierced by a spear. 

We worship you, the crucified Christ. 

We worship you, the crucified Christ. 

We worship you, the crucified Christ. 

Show us also Thy glorious resurrection. 

 
Eastern Orthodox Chant 

 

 

 


