Liturgy for Corporate Worship
4th Sunday in Advent

December 20, 2020

Prelude
Introit

Sue Lechota
One Small Child

Lighting of the Advent Candle
Call to Worship
Hymn 465

John 3:16
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession
Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your
presence, for we have sinned. Unlike Mary, who willingly accepted your
call, we have been disobedient to your will. Unlike the shepherds who left
their flocks to go to Bethlehem, we go our own way and fail to seek you.
And unlike your Son, who made himself nothing, we are consumed with
self-interest and self-promotion. May we be more like the angels who
found their joy in proclaiming your glory, and may you forgive us, not
just for our sake, but for that of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness

1 John 1:8-9

The Doxology
567
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here
below; Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost. Amen.
Prayer of Dedication

Elder Bob Daily

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the
power and the glory forever. Amen.

Unison Scripture Reading

1 John 4:7-12

Special Music

Men’s Ensemble
Gentleman’s Christmas

Pastoral Prayer
Hymn 268
Sermon
Hymn 343

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
Rev. Pete Scribner
1 Corinthians 13:1-13…Love Came Down (part 4)
What Wondrous Love Is This?

Benediction
Parting Hymn
God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you,
with His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till
we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet,
God be with you till we meet again.
Postlude

Featured Element of Worship: The Advent Wreath
Advent wreaths are typically circular and made of evergreen leaves, both of which
symbolize the eternal life that belongs to all who trust in Jesus Christ. One of the
wreath’s five candles is lit the first Sunday of Advent, along with an additional
candle each of the following Sundays leading up to Christmas. The three purple
candles represent hope, peace and love, and are purple as a symbol both of Christ’s
royalty and our repentance. The pink candle represents joy, which is ours as we
anticipate Light breaking into a dark world through the coming of Christ Jesus, our
Lord. The white-colored center candle (often called “the Christ candle”) symbolizes
the perfect holiness and purity of Jesus, and is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve.
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Unison Scripture Reading: 1 John 4:7-12 (ESV)
7

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved
us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if
we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (ESV)
13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body
to be burned but have not love, I gain nothing.
4

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude.
It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;6 it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things.
8

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we know in part and we prophesy in
part, 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 11 When I was a child,
I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a
man, I gave up childish ways. 12 For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to
face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.
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To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church (810-736-4100) or
on his cell phone (618-795-4319).
Christmas Eve Worship Service: On Thursday, December 24, 6:30, members and friends will gather, online and inperson, to celebrate the night long ago, on which God sent His Son, Christ Jesus. Come and celebrate this joyous
occasion!
Save the Date: On January 3rd, we will have a showing of the film “American Gospel” after worship.
More details to follow.
Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their
families to the Congregation:
Sharon Atchison, Rozie Aube, Betty Bush, Jerry Bye, Ron Castle, Al & Karen Dipzinski, Anne Haughey, Jimmy
& Karen Hayden, Dorothy Heidtman, Randy & Dawn Heidtman, Don & June Jabaay, Madeleine Jens, Jim &
Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Frank & Sue Lechota, Hazel Mardlin, Larry & Janet Nichols, Andrea
O’Hara & Karl Williams, Leona Paget, Pat Reedy, The Robideau Family, The Scribners, Bob & Sally Stephens,
Chuck Stevens, Doug & Dana Stoddard, Randy & Ginny Sturm, Mick & Ann Tulgetske, Joe & Esma Walker
The results of the election at last week’s Congregational Business Meeting are:
Elected to the office of Elder:
Mike Tebo
Sam Winegarden

Diaconate:
Bob Ball
Ray Heidtman

Nominating Committee
Bill Carb

Thank you to all those who have served and continue to serve our church in these capacities!

2020 Boxes of Giving Envelopes are still available for pickup!
Next Sunday, December 27th, will be the final Sunday for your donations to be included in
your 2020 giving statement.
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