
 

Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

3
rd

 Sunday in Advent December 13, 2020 
 

Prelude  
 

Introit Sue Lechota 

Breath of Heaven 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 
 

Call to Worship Revelation 21:1-6 

 
 

Hymn 429  Come Thou Fount 

 
 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Heavenly Father, our salvation rests upon the advent of your promised Christ. 

Though our lives are full of good intentions, too often they are also full of faulty 

steps.  Though we profess to trust in you alone, too often we chase after other 

gods. We confess that our only hope is in Christ Jesus: in his life, death and 

resurrection. May righteousness and forgiveness both be ours only by grace, in 

the name of the One who is the Word made flesh. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 Peter 1:18-19 
 

The Gloria Patri 572 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 
 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Chris Holmberg 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

Unison Scripture Reading Revelation 22:1-7 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Special Music  Chris Holmberg 

Coventry Carol 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Hymn 302 A Shoot Will Spring from Jesse's Stump 
 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13…Love Came Down (part 3) 
 

Hymn 299  Joy to the World 
 

Benediction  
 

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you, with 

His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, 

till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with 

you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude  

Featured Element of Worship: Joy to the World 

Joy to the World is most commonly thought of as a Christmas carol, and it is indeed a 

perfectly fine hymn to sing at Christmas! What is the celebration of Christmas but a joyful 

exclamation that the Lord has indeed come to be with his people, and a reminder to 

prepare room in our hearts for him! But when the great hymnist Isaac Watts wrote Joy to 

the World 300 years ago in 1719, he did not intend it to be a hymn specifically for 

Christmas.  

Watts was inspired by verses four through nine of the 98th Psalm, and in writing this 

hymn, he intended to speak not of the Lord’s Advent at Christmas, but of Christ’s Second 

Advent, which we still eagerly await. This morning as we sing this song, let us likewise 

not just think of a baby in a manger, surrounded by parents and shepherds, with angels 

singing overhead. Let us think about why it is that Christ came 2000 years ago, and let 

that point us to why he is coming again. Let us think of (and long for) that day when he 

will return to no more let sin and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; that day when 

he will make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found!  
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Unison Scripture Reading: Revelation 22:1-7 (ESV) 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the 

street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its 

twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree 

were for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be anything 

accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his 

servants will worship him. 4 They will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 5 And night will be no more. They will need no light of 

lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 

and ever. 

6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, 

the God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants 

what must soon take place.” 

7 “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of 

the prophecy of this book.” 

 

Sermon Text: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 (ESV) 

13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 

gong or a clanging cymbal. 
2 
And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 

have not love, I am nothing. 
3 
If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body 

to be burned but have not love, I gain nothing. 
4 
Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant 

5 
or rude. 

It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful;
6 
it does not rejoice at 

wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 
7 
Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. 
8 
Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 

cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
9 
For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part, 
10 

but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away. 
11 

When I was a child, 

I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a 

man, I gave up childish ways. 
12 

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 
13 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
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Today’s Offertory, “Coventry Carol” is a song based on Matthew’s account (2:16-18) of Herod’s 

“slaughter of the innocents.”  In the 16th century mystery play that it came from, the song served 

as a kind of melancholy lullaby sung by the mothers of the infant victims.  May each of us repent 

for the instances where we, like Herod, have acted in self-interest and failed to uphold a life-

honoring ethic. And in doing this, let us flee to the cross for forgiveness, and know the joy that 

Jesus offers to us all. 

 

To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church 

(810-736-4100) or on his cell phone (618-795-4319). 

 

The sympathies of the congregation are extended to Karan Daily and family at the passing of her 

father on December 10
th

. 

 

Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their families to the 

Congregation: 
 

Betty Bush, Ron Castle, Al & Karen Dipzinski, Dorothy Heidtman, Randy & Dawn Heidtman, 

Don & June Jabaay, Madeleine Jens, Jim & Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Sue Lechota, 

Larry & Janet Nichols, Leona Paget, The Robideau Family, The Scribners,Bob & Sally 

Stephens, Chuck Stevens, Doug & Dana Stoddard, Randy & Ginny Sturm, Mick & Ann 

Tulgetske  
 

Holiday Toy Drive: The Women’s Ministry is holding a toy drive to benefit 

Voices for Children Child Advocacy Center in Flint. Voices for Children is 

dedicated to serving the child victims and families of child abuse in Genesee and 

Shiawassee Counties and enhancing the lives of all children through treatment, 

education, and increasing community awareness. You can bring your new, unwrapped toy for 

children (between the ages of infant and 18 years old) and leave it in the box in the narthex. If you 

have questions, call the church office at 810-736-4100. 

 

Save the Date: On January 5
th

, we will have a showing of the film “American Gospel” after 

worship. More details to follow in upcoming weeks. 

 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist Chris Holmberg 

Choir Accompanists Christina Cooper 

 & Melody Morris 

Custodian Patricia Drew 

Secretary Courtney Cody 
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