Liturgy for Corporate Worship
Epiphany Sunday

January 3, 2021

Prelude
Introit

Sue Lechota
Emmanuel

Call to Worship

Luke 2:13-15

Hymn 319

O Come, All Ye Faithful

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession
Heavenly Father, though our lives are full of good intentions, too often they are
also full of faulty steps. Though we profess to trust in you alone, too often we
chase after other gods. We confess that our only hope is in Christ Jesus: in his
life, death and resurrection. May righteousness and forgiveness both be ours
only by your grace, in the name of the One who is the Word made flesh. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness

2 Corinthians 5:17

The Doxology
567
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.
Prayer of Dedication

Elder Mike Tebo

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.
Unison Scripture Reading

Matthew 2:1-12

Special Music

Holmberg Family
Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies

Ordination & Installation of Officers
Hymn 314

God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen

Sermon

Rev. Pete Scribner
Matthew 2:13-15

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

851

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty, from there he shall come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
Hymn 311

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Benediction
Parting Hymn
God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you, with
His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet,
till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with
you till we meet again.
Postlude
Featured Element of Worship: Epiphany Sunday
Today we celebrate Epiphany, which (strictly speaking) occurs this upcoming
Wednesday. The term “Epiphany” comes from a Greek word meaning “to shine” or “to
appear,” or even “to reveal.” Each year, the Epiphany is officially celebrated on the
twelfth day of Christmas (January 6), recognizing the visit of the Magi or wise men who
came from afar to pay homage to the Christ-child, laying their treasures before him. When
Jesus appeared in human flesh, it was through the shining of a special light in the sky that
the Light of the World was revealed to the Magi. Today we celebrate not only that he was
revealed to them, but even more so that he has been revealed to us!

CCLI 594962

Unison Scripture Reading: Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)
1

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is
he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be
born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the
prophet:
6

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them
what time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying,
“Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring
me word, that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the
king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it
rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. 10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.
11
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 And being warned in a
dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another
way.
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Sermon Text: Matthew 2:13-15 (ESV)
13

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take
the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the
child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt
I called my son.”

Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies (Today’s offertory)
Words by Charles Wesley, 1740; Music by Charles F. Gounod, 1872
1) Christ, whose glory fills the skies,
Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise,
Triumph o'er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near;
Daystar, in my heart appear.

2) Dark and cheerless is the morn
Unaccompanied by thee;
Joyless is the day's return
'Til thy mercy's beams I see;
'Til they inward light impart,
Glad my eyes, and warm my heart.

3) Visit, then, this soul of mine;
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;
Fill me, Radiancy divine;
Scatter all my unbelief;
More and more thyself display,
Shining to the perfect day.

Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their
families to the Congregation:
Joanne Acre, Mike & Janet Adema, Sharon Atchison, Rozie Aube, Betty Bush, Jerry Bye, Ron Castle, Al &
Karen Dipzinski, Anne Haughey, Jimmy & Karen Hayden, Dorothy Heidtman, Randy & Dawn Heidtman, Scott
& Jan Herriman, Don & June Jabaay, Madeleine Jens, Jim & Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Joan
Layman, Frank & Sue Lechota, Hazel Mardlin, Larry & Janet Nichols, Andrea O’Hara & Karl Williams,
Leona Paget, Pat Reedy, The Robideau Family, The Scribners, Bob & Sally Stephens, Chuck Stevens, Doug &
Dana Stoddard, Randy & Ginny Sturm, Mick & Ann Tulgetske, Joe & Esma Walker, Sam & Mary Winegarden

2021 Boxes of Giving Envelopes: If you have not picked up your 2021 offering envelopes, please contact any
usher, any member of the Board of Finance, or the office and someone will assist you.
2020 Giving Statements are being mailed this year.
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