
Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

The Lord’s Day January 10, 2021 

 

Prelude  

 

Introit Sue Lechota 

Change My Heart, O God 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 72:17 

 

Hymn 417 Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our 

iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins. For we know our transgressions, and 

our sin is ever before us. Against you, you alone, have we sinned, and done 

what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in your sentence and 

blameless when you pass judgment. Indeed, we were born guilty, sinners when 

our mothers conceived us. Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our 

iniquities. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and put new and right spirits 

within us. Do not cast us away from your presence, and do not take your Holy 

Spirit from us, we pray through Him Who loved us and gave Himself for us, 

even our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness Romans 5:20-21 

 

The Gloria Patri 572 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Sam Winegarden 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Unison Scripture Reading John 1:1-14 

 

Special Music  Christina Cooper 



Pastoral Prayer 

 

Hymn 222 O God, Our Help in Ages Past 
 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

1 John 1:1-4: A Love Letter 
 

Hymn 338 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
 

Benediction  
 

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By His counsels guide, uphold you, with 

His sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, 

till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with 

you till we meet again. 
 

Postlude  

Today’s Prayer of Confession is based on Psalm 51. 

Featured Element of Worship: Today’s Hymns 

The great English hymnist, Isaac Watts (1674-1748) was a brilliant child, Watts learned Latin at 

age four and Greek at the age of eight. By the time he was thirteen, his studies included Hebrew 

and French. In addition to his facility with languages, Watts demonstrated a gift for both poetry 

and theology early on. He wrote the following poem when he was seven.  

I am a vile polluted lump of earth;   

So I’ve continued since my birth;  

Although Jehovah grace does daily give me,  

As sure this monster Satan will deceive me.  

Come, therefore, Lord, from Satan’s claws relieve me.  

 

Wash me in Thy blood, O Christ,   

And grace divine impart  

Then search and try the corners of my heart,  

That I in all things may be fit to do   

Service to Thee, and sing Thy praises too.  

 

At the age off fifteen, Watts complained to his father about the droning nature of many of the 

songs sung at church. “If you don’t like them,” his father challenged him, “then why don’t you 

write something better?” Watts did just that, introducing in many of his hymns a new way of 

singing the Psalms in a Christ-centered manner that, as he put it, “imitated in the language of the 

New Testament." Known henceforth as “the Father of English Hymnody,” Watts wrote over 600 

hymns including Joy to the World and I Sing the Almighty Power of God, as well as this 

morning's hymns: Jesus Shall Reign Where'er the Sun, O God, Our Help in Ages Past, and When 

I Survey the Wondrous Cross.  
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Unison Scripture Reading: John 1:1-14 (ESV) 

1
 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things 

were made through him, and without him was not any thing made 

that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  
5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

it. 

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came 

as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 

through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about 

the light. 

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the 

world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, 

yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  
13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the 

will of man, but of God. 

14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 
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Sermon Text: 1 John 1:1-4 (ESV) 
1
 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life - 
2 

the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 

proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made manifest to 

us - 
3 

that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may 

have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son 

Jesus Christ. 
4 
And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 

To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at 

the church (810-736-4100) or on his cell phone (618-795-4319). 

 

Sunday School will resume on January 24
th

 at 9:15 am. Mark your calendars! 

 

 

2020 Boxes of Giving Envelopes are still available for pickup!  

Today, December 27
th

, will be the final Sunday for your 

donations to be included in your 2020 giving statement. 

 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist Chris Holmberg 

Choir Accompanists Christina Cooper 

 & Melody Morris 

Custodian Patricia Drew 

Secretary Courtney Cody 
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