
Liturgy for Corporate Worship 
Good Friday April 3, 2026 

 

 

 

 

Prelude Chris Holmberg 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

Introit Holmberg Family 
In His Cross I Glory 

 
 

In the cross of Christ I glory; 

There for all was grace made free. 

None deserving, yet receiving 

Life through death at Calvary. 

 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

Not in power, wealth, or fame. 

In the cross sin’s curse is broken 

For the sake of Jesus’ name. 

 

Words and Music by Tricia Walker 
CCLI# 594962 

 

 

Call to Worship Hebrews 12:2 

Welcome to tonight’s Good Friday Tenebrae Service. Please  

take a moment to read the back page of the bulletin for an 

explanation of what exactly a Tenebrae Service is.  



 

 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve 

your present and eternal punishment for our offense, so we     

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have     

mercy on us. Forgive us and renew us that we may delight in your 

will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Holy Name. Amen  

 

Assurance of Forgiveness     Colossians 2:13-14 

 
Good Friday Meditation      Rev. Pete Scribner 

Luke 22:54-62 

 
Affirmation of Faith          Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 1 & 2 

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in 

death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all 

my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the      

tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 

not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in 

heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.     

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of 

eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from 

now on to live for him. 

Q. What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort? 

A. Three things: first, how great my sin and misery are; second, 

how I am set free from all my sins and misery; third, how I am to 

thank God for such deliverance. 

 

Celebration of The Lord’s Supper 

 



 

Verse 1 
Go on up to the mountain of mercy, 

To the crimson perpetual tide. 
Kneel down on the shore, 

Be thirsty no more. 
Go under and be purified. 

 
Verse 2 

Follow Christ to the holy mountain, 
Sinner, sorry and wrecked by the fall. 

Cleanse your heart and your soul 
In the fountain that flows 

For you and for me and for all. 
 

Chorus 
At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree 

On that beautiful scandalous night 
You and me were atoned by His blood 

And forever washed white– 
On that beautiful scandalous night. 

 
Verse 3 

On the hillside you will be delivered, 
At the foot of the cross justified, 

And your spirit restored 
By the river that pours 

From our blessed Savior's side. 

 
 
 

Words and Music by Derald Daugherty & Steve Hindalong 
© 1995 Never Say Never Songs; New Spring 

CCLI# 594962 

 

 
 

The Service of Shadows 
The Shadow of Sin Romans 5:12-14 

Musical Offering Holmberg Family 
Beautiful, Scandalous Night 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Shadows of Betrayal and Denial           John 18:1-11 

   Matthew 26:69-75 



The Shadow of Accusation Matthew 27:11-23 

CCLI# 594962 

The Shadows of Humiliation and Crucifixion   Mark 15:15-20
 John 19:16b-24  



 
 

 

The Shadow of Death  Luke 23:44-49 

Were You There? 
 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  
 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  
 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

O! Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble! 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  

 

Traditional Spiritual 

CCLI# 594962 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who played a part in making  

tonight’s Good Friday Tenebrae Service possible: 

Chris Holmberg: Piano, Guitar, Timpani, Vocals 

Carol Holmberg: Clarinet 

Anna Black, Flute 

Grace Holmberg: Oboe 

Lydia Holmberg: Vocals 

Jeff & Lori Austin: Sound System & Livestream 

Bill Carb, David Carb & Chris Carb: Communion Preparation 

Erin Scribner: Lights 

Please remember to depart tonight’s service in silent     

meditation, reflecting upon all that Christ endured for us. 

The Shadow of the Burial  Mark 15:42-47 

 
Strepitus and Dismissal  

We look forward to seeing you again Sunday morning for 

breakfast at 8:30am followed by Easter worship at 10am. 



 

Explanation of Tenebrae Service 

Tonight’s Good Friday service is what is called a Tenebrae Service.       

Tenebrae is a Latin word, meaning “shadows” or “darkness.” A Tenebrae 

Service, therefore, is one which is characterized by diminishing light. Light 

is a symbol of joy and life, while darkness is a symbol of mourning and 

death. Jesus, who is the Light of the World, came that we might have life 

in him, but when he was crucified, we read in Luke 23:44, “there  was 

darkness over the whole land.” So it is that throughout the service tonight, 

candles will be extinguished and the sanctuary will progressively become 

more dark as we work our way through our readings of Scripture. 

It is worth noting that this is a reversal of what happens during  Advent. In 

that season, we light a candle each week, leading up to Christmas Eve 

when we light the Christ Candle, signifying his birth in human flesh.         

Tonight, we will extinguish those very same candles one-by-one, realizing 

Good Friday as an “anti-Advent” of sorts. Whereas in Advent we anticipate 

the light of Christ breaking into a world darkened by sin, tonight we         

remember when that light was overcome (at least for a time) by the     

darkness of sin and death. 

You will notice that the chancel area of our sanctuary is far more bare than 

usual, pointing to the fact that this is an occasion of somber penitence and 

reflection. Flags, flowers, paraments, and other items are absent, focusing 

our visual attention on the aforementioned candles, the communion        

elements, and the cross placed upon the communion table. 

One other item you should note is that there will be a Strepitus marking 

the conclusion of our service. Strepitus is another Latin word, meaning 

“great noise,” and traditionally in Tenebrae Services that noise               

represents either the earth quaking at the death of Jesus, or the sound of 

the tomb being closed. In our service tonight, that sound will be made on 

the timpani. At this time, some lights will come back on so that you are 

able to see your way out of the sanctuary. Please depart in silence,     

meditating upon all that Christ endured for our sake and on our behalf. 

April 3, 2026 

In the cross of Christ I glory, 

There for all was grace made free. 

None deserving, yet receiving 

Life thru death at Calvary. 

Calvary Presbyterian Church 


