Calvary Presbyterian Church
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6100 Richfield Rd.
Flint, MI 48506
810-736-4100

Website: www.CalvaryFlint.com
Email: CalvaryFlint@gmail.com
Sunday Worship @10 am, on-site and streaming

Service of Lessons and Carols
Order of Worship
Introit by the Calvary Children's Choir
Away in a Manger
Lighting of the Advent Candle
Call to Worship
Congregational Hymn: Once in Royal David's City
Lesson #1 (Genesis 3:8-15): The Seed of the woman shall crush the head of the serpent
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God
called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you
eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be
with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that
you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”14 The LORD God said to the serpent,
“Because you have done this, cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly
you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”
8

Special Music by Christina & Brandon Cooper
Welcome to Our World
Lesson #2 (Genesis 12:1-3): God calls Abraham and promises to bless all nations through him
Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that
I will show you. 2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all
the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
1

Special Music by the Calvary Keyboard Ensemble
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence
1) Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded
For with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
Our full homage to demand.

3) Rank on rank the host of heaven
Spreads its vanguard on the way,
As the Light of light descendeth
From the realms of endless day,
That the pow'rs of hell may vanish
As the darkness clears away.

2) King of kings, yet born of Mary,
As of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture,
In the body and the blood
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heav'nly food.

4) At his feet the six winged seraph,
Cherubim, with sleepless eye,
Veil their faces to the presence,
As with ceaseless voice they cry,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord Most High!

Lesson #3 (Isaiah 9:1-7): Isaiah foretells of Christ's birth
1

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of
Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond
the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.
2

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on
them has light shone.3 You have multiplied the nation; you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as they are glad when they divide the spoil.4 For the yoke of his burden, and the staff for
his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.5 For every boot of the tramping
warrior in battle tumult and every garment rolled in blood will be burned as fuel for the fire.6 For to us a child is
born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.7 Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Congregational Hymn: O Holy Night
Lesson #4 (Isaiah 11:1-10): Isaiah foretells the kingdom of peace that Christ will bring
1

“Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor!
For the children of the desolate one will be more than the children of her who is married,” says the LORD.
2
“Enlarge the place of your tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; do not hold back;
lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes. 3 For you will spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your
offspring will possess the nations and will people the desolate cities. 4 “Fear not, for you will not be ashamed; be
not confounded, for you will not be disgraced; for you will forget the shame of your youth, and the reproach of
your widowhood you will remember no more. 5 For your Maker is your husband, the LORD of hosts is his
name; and the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer, the God of the whole earth he is called. 6 For the LORD has
called you like a wife deserted and grieved in spirit, like a wife of youth when she is cast off, says your God.
7
For a brief moment I deserted you, but with great compassion I will gather you. 8 In overflowing anger for a
moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your
Redeemer. 9 “This is like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the waters of Noah should no more go over the
earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, and will not rebuke you. 10 For the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of peace shall
not be removed,” says the LORD, who has compassion on you. 11 “O afflicted one, storm-tossed and not comforted, behold, I will set your stones in antimony, and lay your foundations with sapphires. 12 I will make your
pinnacles of agate, your gates of carbuncles, and all your wall of precious stones. 13 All your children shall be
taught by the LORD, and great shall be the peace of your children. 14 In righteousness you shall be established;
you shall be far from oppression, for you shall not fear; and from terror, for it shall not come near you. 15 If anyone stirs up strife, it is not from me; whoever stirs up strife with you shall fall because of you. 16 Behold, I have
created the smith who blows the fire of coals and produces a weapon for its purpose. I have also created the ravager to destroy; 17 no weapon that is fashioned against you shall succeed, and you shall refute every tongue that
rises against you in judgment. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD and their vindication from me,
declares the LORD.”
Special Music by the Morris Family:
O Children, Come

Lesson #5 (Micah 5:1-5a): Micah foretells the mighty ruler who will come from tiny Bethlehem
1

Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel
on the cheek.2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you
shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days.
3
Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the rest of his
brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 4 And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to
the ends of the earth. 5 And he shall be their peace.
Congregational Hymn: O Little Town of Bethlehem
Lesson #6 (Luke 1:26-38): The angel Gabriel visits Mary
26

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 28 And he
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God
will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow
you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in
her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing
will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
Special Music by the Women's Ensemble
Were You There that Christmas Night?
Lesson #7 (Matthew 1:18-25): Matthew tells of the birth of Jesus
18

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being
a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these
things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the
Lord had spoken by the prophet: 23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his
name Immanuel” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name
Jesus.
Special Music by the Men's Ensemble
Gentlemen's Christmas

Lesson #8 (Luke 2:8-20): The shepherds visit the manger
8

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with
great fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be
for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 15 When the angels went away from them
into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all
these things, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Congregational Hymn: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Lesson #9 (John 1:1-14): Light overcomes darkness through the incarnation
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning
with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it. 6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the
light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 9 The
true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive
him. 12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,
13
who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth.
Special Music by the Holmberg Family
Love Came Down at Christmas
1) Love came down at Christmas,
Love all lovely, Love divine;
Love was born at Christmas,
Star and angels gave the sign.

2) Worship we the Godhead,
Love incarnate, Love divine;
Worship we our Jesus:
But wherewith for sacred sign?

3) Love shall be our token,
Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all men,
Love for plea and gift and sign.
Words by Christina Rossetti (1885); Music from an Irish Melody and Jars of Clay; CCLI 594962

Christmas Meditation: The Love of Christmas
Congregational Hymns: Silent Night & O Come, All Ye Faithful

Calvary Keyboard Ensemble:
Chris Holmberg – Organ
Christina Cooper –Keyboard Synthesizer
Susan Lechota & Melody Morris – Pianos
Calvary Children’s Choir:
Lead by: Christina Cooper,
Mary Morrin, & Melody Morris
Singers:
Natalie Cooper
Sean Cooper
Asa Morrin
Emerson Morrin
Aria Morris
Cadence Morris
Harmony Morris
Calvary Women’s Ensemble:
Sylvia Cross
Jan Herriman
Laurie Lawson
Mikka Lawson
Susan Lechota
Melody Morris
Esma Walker
Woodwind Trio:
Anna Black
Carol Holmberg
Grace Holmberg

Calvary Men’s Ensemble:
Bill Carb
David Carb
Paul Carb
Paul Cooper
Brandon Cooper
Bob Stephens
Chuck Stevens
Mike Tebo
Morris Family Selection:
Matt
Melody
Aria
Cadence
Harmony
James
Holmberg family selection:
Chris
Carol
Caleb
Lydia
Anna Black
Prelude and Postlude:
The Holmberg Family
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