
Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

The Lord’s Day August 29, 2021 

Prelude  

Introit Sue Lechota 

In His Presence 

Call to Worship Psalm 103:1-5 

Hymn 216 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Most merciful God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, was tempted in every way, 

yet was without sin, we confess before you our own sinfulness; we have 

hungered after that which does not satisfy; we have compromised with 

evil; we have doubted your power to protect us. Forgive us for our lack of 

faith; have mercy on our weakness. Restore in us such trust and love that 

we may walk in your ways and delight in doing your will. We ask in Jesus’ 

name. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness Hebrews 10:15-17 

The Doxology 567 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 

below; Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost.  Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Bob Stephens 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 

bread. Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 

into temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 

power and the glory forever. Amen. 

Unison Scripture Reading Ezra 1:1-11 

Special Music The Love of God 

 

 



 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn 409 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

Psalm 126 

Hymn 299 Joy to the World 

Benediction  

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you, 

with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till 

we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, 

God be with you till we meet again. 

Postlude  

Featured Element of Worship: Joy to the World 

Joy to the World is most commonly thought of as a Christmas carol, and it is indeed a perfectly 

fine hymn to sing at Christmas! What is the celebration of Christmas but a joyful exclamation 

that the Lord has indeed come to be with his people, and a reminder to prepare room in our 

hearts for him! But when the great hymnist Isaac Watts wrote Joy to the World in 1719, he did 

not intend it to be a hymn specifically for Christmas.  

Watts was inspired by verses four through nine of the 98
th
 Psalm, and in writing this hymn, he 

intended to speak not of the Lord’s Advent at Christmas, but of Christ’s Second Advent, which 

we still eagerly await. This morning as we sing this song, let us likewise not just think of a baby 

in a manger, surrounded by parents and shepherds, with angels singing overhead. Let us think 

about why it is that Christ came 2000 years ago, and let that point us to why he is coming again. 

Let us think of (and long for) that day when he will return to no more let sin and sorrow grow, 

nor thorns infest the ground; that day when he will make his blessings flow, far as the curse is 

found! 
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Unison Scripture Reading: Ezra 1:1-11 (ESV) 
1 

In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of 

Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he 

made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it in writing: 
2 

“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in 

Judah. 
3 

Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go 

up to Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel—he 

is the God who is in Jerusalem. 
4 

And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be 

assisted by the men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides 

freewill offerings for the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” 
5 

Then rose up the heads of the fathers' houses of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and 

the Levites, everyone whose spirit God had stirred to go up to rebuild the house of the LORD 

that is in Jerusalem. 
6 

And all who were about them aided them with vessels of silver, with 

gold, with goods, with beasts, and with costly wares, besides all that was freely offered.  
7 

Cyrus the king also brought out the vessels of the house of the LORD that Nebuchadnezzar 

had carried away from Jerusalem and placed in the house of his gods. 
8 

Cyrus king of Persia 

brought these out in the charge of Mithredath the treasurer, who counted them out to 

Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 
9 

And this was the number of them: 30 basins of gold, 

1,000 basins of silver, 29 censers, 
10 

30 bowls of gold, 410 bowls of silver, and 1,000 other 

vessels; 
11 

all the vessels of gold and of silver were 5,400. All these did Sheshbazzar bring 

up, when the exiles were brought up from Babylonia to Jerusalem. 

 

Sermon Text: Psalm 126 (ESV) 
1
 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 

    we were like those who dream. 
2 
Then our mouth was filled with laughter, 

    and our tongue with shouts of joy; 

then they said among the nations, 

    “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 
The LORD has done great things for us; 

    we are glad. 
4 
Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 

    like streams in the Negeb! 
5 
Those who sow in tears 

    shall reap with shouts of joy! 
6 
He who goes out weeping, 

    bearing the seed for sowing, 

shall come home with shouts of joy, 

    bringing his sheaves with him. 
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The Love of God 
 

Verse 1 

The love of God is greater far 

Than tongue or pen can ever tell; 

It goes beyond the highest star, 

And reaches to the lowest hell. 

The guilty pair, bowed down with care, 

God gave his Son to win; 

His erring child He reconciled, 

And pardoned from his sin. 

 
Chorus 

Oh love of God, how rich and pure! 

How measureless and strong! 

It shall forevermore endure the saints’ and angels’ song! 

 
Verse 2 

When years of time shall pass away 

And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall, 

When men who here refuse to pray, 

On rocks and hills and mountains call, 

God’s love so sure shall still endure, 

All measureless and strong; 

Redeeming grace to Adam’s race - the saints’ and angels’ song. 

 
Verse 3 

Could we with ink the ocean fill 

And were the skies of parchment made, 

Were every stalk on earth a quill 

And every man a scribe by trade, 

To write the love of God above 

Would drain the ocean dry; 

Nor could the scroll contain the whole,  

Tho’ stretched from sky to sky. 
 

 

 
Text: Frederick M. Lehman; Meir Ben Isaac Nehorai, stanza 3 Music: Frederick M. Lehman 

Copyright 1997 Integrity’s Hosanna! Music and Word Music (a div. of WORD MUSIC). 
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The Flowers adorning our worship this morning were provided by Leroy and Cora Cole in celebration of their 64
th
 

wedding anniversary on August 30
th
.  

To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church (810-736-4100) or on 

his cell phone (618-795-4319). 

Livestream and Sound System Volunteers Needed 

Due to various family circumstances (a baby being born, students returning to college), 

the number of volunteers we have running Calvary’s livestream and sound system 

ministries from week to week will be decreasing in the very near future.  If you are 

interested in helping out in these areas, please contact Chris Holmberg (home, 810-715-

0053; cell, 810-908-5893; email, chriscarholm@gmail.com). 

 

Winsome Women 2021: Christ Our Joy 

Three 2-day sessions to choose from between October 19 – October 22 

Do you want to discover breakthroughs and gain insights for spiritual growth and deeper relationships? 

WinSome Women retreat is presenting Ruth Graham, Michael Card, Sarah Schieber and award-winning 

musician Sandi Patty to inspire and encourage you on your journey. Don’t miss out. Be sure to come 

with your mother, daughters, sisters, and friends to experience enriching speakers, uplifting worship, 

and the ambiance of the Great Lakes Center for the Arts in beautiful Bay Harbor, MI. Register online beginning 

August 8
th
 at www.wswretreats.org. Questions? Contact Esma Walker at 810-965-5691. 

 

"...and the Two became One..." 
 

The Diaconate, as an expression of the church’s commitment to marriage, recognizes couples who are members of 

the church on certain anniversaries of their wedding days (first, all divisible by five, and all over 50).  Today we are 

pleased to introduce… 
 

Leroy & Cora Cole will celebrate 64 years of marriage tomorrow! The Coles, whose address is 9500 Gale Lake 

Road in Goodrich, have four children, seven grandchildren, and eight great-grandchildren. Leroy is the retired owner 

and Cora the retired secretary-treasurer of Cole’s Machine Inc. Leroy also retired as pastor of Emmanuel Baptist 

Church in Otisville as well. They both enjoy family, church, and automotive history. They sponsor many children 

through Open Hand Children’s Home in Kenya, and are passionate about supporting that ministry. He has been a 

member since 1951 and she since 1991. 

 

During the month of August, The Martha Mary Circle is collecting School Supplies for 

children at Kearsley and Waterbrook School. Stop by the box in the entryway and pick up a 

list if you would like to contribute! Contact Wanda if you have questions 573-270-1798. 

 

Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist Chris Holmberg 

Choir Accompanists Christina Cooper 

 & Melody Morris 

Custodian Patricia Drew 

Secretary Courtney Cody 

 
6100 Richfield Rd. www.CalvaryFlint.com 

Flint, MI 48506 810-736-4100 
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