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We Hear the Word of God Preached...

Sermon Pastor Joe Swords

Philemon
Greeting

1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother,

To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2and Apphia our sister and

Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house:

*Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Philemon’s Love and Faith

1 thank my God always when | remember you in my prayers,
>because | hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward
the Lord Jesus and for all the saints, ®and | pray that the sharing of
your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every good
thing that is in us for the sake of Christ. " For | have derived much
joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of

the saints have been refreshed through you.

Paul’s Plea for Onesimus

® Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to command you to
do what is required, ° yet for love’s sake | prefer to appeal to you—I,
Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— ™I
appeal to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father | became in my
imprisonment. "' (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is

indeed useful to you and to me.) 1 am sending him back to you,

sending my very heart. | would have been glad to keep him with me,
in order that he might serve me on your behalf during my
imprisonment for the gospel, but | preferred to do nothing without
your consent in order that your goodness might not be by compulsion
but of your own accord. '® For this perhaps is why he was parted from
you for a while, that you might have him back forever, *® no longer as a
bondservant but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother—
especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in

the Lord.

""So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would
receive me. "®If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything,
charge that to my account. "I, Paul, write this with my own hand: | will
repay it—to say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 2 ves,
brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in

Christ.

21 Confident of your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | say. 2 At the same time, prepare a guest room for
me, for | am hoping that through your prayers | will be graciously given

to you.

Final Greetings

2 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends greetings to
you, **and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow

workers.



We Respond to the Word of God Preached...

Statement of Faith Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord; who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father
Almighty, from there he shall come to judge the living and the
dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper

Communion at Calvary

If you are our guest in worship today, we welcome you both to Calvary and to
the Lord's Table. Our celebration of the Lord's Supper is open to all who have
trusted in Christ as their Savior and follow Him as their Lord, that in partaking
they might experience spiritual nourishment and growth in grace.

Mindful not only of Scripture’s promises, but also of its cautions regarding the
Lord’s Supper, we generally discourage children from partaking of the
sacrament. Regardless of age, it should be shared only by those people who
understand and give assent to the historical and personal significance of the
cross of Jesus Christ.

When the bread is distributed by the Elders, each person wishing to participate
removes a piece from the tray and holds it while others are being served. Then,
as a symbol of our common union with Christ as one body, we all partake
together.

When the cups are distributed, each person wishing to participate is asked to
remove a cup from the tray and, as a symbol of our individual trust in Christ, to
drink on our own.

We encourage worshippers to use the time during which others are being
served for the thoughtful reading of Scriptures or quiet meditation and prayer.

May God nourish our spirits as we worship Him through partaking of these
elements in faith, as a sign and a seal of the covenant of grace.
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5. This glorious hope revives 6.
our courage by the way,
while each in expectation lives
and waits to see that day.

John Fawcett, 1782
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Benediction

Parting Hymn

We Depart into the World...

From sorrow, toil, and pain
and sin, we shall be free;

and perfect love and friendship reign
through all eternity.

DENNIS S.M.
Hans G. Nigeli, 1773-1836
Arr. Lowell Mason, 1845

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold
you, with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet
again. Till we meet, till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we
meet, till we meet, God be with you till we meet again.

Postlude



WELCOME to this morning’s service of corporate worship.

The Flowers adorning our worship service this morning have been provided by

Jim & Marsha Davis in celebration of their granddaughter Lina’s 5th birthday on
July 7.

Our preacher this morning is Joe Swords. In 2011, Joe graduated with a Master
of Divinity degree from The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. Following
his graduation from seminary, he planted and pastored a church in Clio, which
helped plant three more churches throughout the state. He has also worked
with churches to assess over fifty church planters across the Midwest and
coached numerous church leaders in gospel-centered, expositional teaching.
Joe now serves as both the Director of North American Initiatives and the
Director of Communications at WordPartners, an international missions
organization that trains pastors to study and preach the Bible. He is passionate
about WordPartners’ mission to elevate God's life-giving Word in the hearts,
lives, and ministries of pastors and their people. Through his work, he strives to
highlight ways God is spreading his Word powerfully through every church to
every nation.

Joe and his wife, Ashley, were married in 2005. They currently live in Clio with
their five sons and we are blessed to have them as part of our church family.
They enjoy cidering in the Fall, sugaring in the Spring, and brewing
home-roasted coffee year round. When time allows, they delight in traveling to
epic landscapes and engaging in epic stories.

Offerings are received each week in the wooden donation box in the Narthex.
We have placed it there as a convenience for our members and friends. If you
are visiting us this Sunday, please feel no pressure to make any donation. We
are glad to have you simply be our guest today, and invite you to join us for a
donut and coffee in the Fellowship Hall after worship!

Meditation for the Week

Westminster Shorter Catechism Questions 7-10:

Q7. What are the decrees of God?

A. The decrees of God are, his eternal purpose, according to the counsel of his

will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath foreordained whatsoever comes to
1

pass.

" Psalm 33:11; Isaiah 14:24; Acts 2:23; Ephesians 1:11-12

Q8. How doth God execute his decrees?
A. God executeth his decrees in the works of creation and providence.?
2 Psalm 148:8; Isaiah 40:26; Daniel 4:35; Acts 4:24-28; Revelation 4:11.

Q9. What is the work of creation?

A. The work of creation is, God’s making all things of nothing, by the word of
his power,” in the space of six days, and all very good.*

3 Genesis 1:1; Psalm 33:6, 9: Hebrews 11:3

* Genesis 1:31
Q10. How did God create man?

A. God created man male and female, after his own image,5 in knowledge,6
righteousness, and holiness,” with dominion over the creatures.®

°> Genesis 1:27
® Colossians 3:10
" Ephesians 4:24



This Week at Calvary

Today 9:40  Prayer in Office Conference Room (All Welcome) C | P b . C h h
10:00 Worship Service with Communion a Va ry reS yte r I an u rC
followed by coffee, donuts & fellowship meal July 5 2026
11:45  Sunday School ’
Tuesday 2:00 Tuesdays at Two -
Friday Office Closed . - -
Next Sunday 9:40 Prayer in Office Conference Room (All Welcome) ' |
10:00 Worship Service | l
followed by coffee, donuts & fellowship

11:30 Sunday School

As you prepare your heart for worship next Sunday, be sure to read Il l' I l :

through Psalm 110 (which will be our sermon text), and spend some time " ._v_ s

with our Meditation for the Week (printed inside the bulletin).
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