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6100 Richfield Rd. www.CalvaryFlint.com 

Flint, MI 48506 810-736-4100 

Adult Sunday School - 9:00 am 

Corporate Worship - 10:00 am 
  



Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

2
nd

 Sunday in Advent December 4, 2022 

Prelude  

Welcome & Announcements 

Introit  Chancel Choir 

Christ Be Our Light 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Call to Worship Psalm 104:24 

Hymn  298 

Comfort, Comfort Ye My People 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Heavenly Father, this Advent season we celebrate the coming of Immanuel, God 

with us. And through this great act of grace, you motivate us to good deeds of our 

own. Even so, we often overestimate our goodness, as if we could somehow merit 

salvation. Convict us of this sin and convince us that our own efforts can do 

nothing to save us. Cause our eyes to see your salvation, and to know that there is 

only one means by which we might be saved, namely the work of the Son of God 

who took on human flesh: Jesus Christ our Lord, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 Peter 1:18-19 

The Gloria Patri 572 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Dedication  

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. Forgive 

us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but 

deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 

forever. Amen. 

Anthem Chancel Choir 

In the Bleak Midwinter 

Unison Scripture Reading Matthew 17:1-8 

Hymn  480 

I Have No Other Comfort 



 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

Genesis 22:1-18…The True and Better Isaac 

Statement of Faith Heidelberg Catechism, Questions 1 & 2 

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my 

faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from 

the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a hair can 

fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must 

work together for my salvation. 

Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of eternal life and 

makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to live for him. 

Q. What must you know to live and die in the joy of this comfort? 

A. Three things: first, how great my sin and misery are; second, how I am set free 

from all my sins and misery; third, how I am to thank God for such deliverance. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Hymn 487 

Sometimes a Light Surprises 

Benediction 

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you, with his 

sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, till we 

meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with you till we 

meet again. 

Postlude 

Featured Element of Worship: The Advent Wreath 

Advent wreaths are typically circular and made of evergreen leaves, both of which 

symbolize the eternal life that belongs to all who trust in Jesus Christ. One of the wreath’s 

five candles is lit the first Sunday of Advent, along with an additional candle each of the 

following Sundays leading up to Christmas. The three purple candles represent hope, peace 

and love, and are purple as a symbol both of Christ’s royalty and our repentance. The pink 

candle represents joy, which is ours as we anticipate Light breaking into a dark world 

through the coming of Christ Jesus, our Lord. The white-colored center candle (often called 

“the Christ candle”) symbolizes the perfect holiness and purity of Jesus, and is traditionally 

lit on Christmas Eve. 
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In the Bleak Midwinter 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone. 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 

Snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, long, long ago. 

 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 

Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 

But his mother only in her maiden bliss, 

Worshiped the Beloved with a kiss. 

 

Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill! 

The Virgin’s tender arms enfolding, 

Warm and safe the Child are holding. 

Still, still, still, he sleeps this night so chill. 

 

What can I give him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb. 

If I were a wiseman, I would do my part. 

What can I give him, what can I give him? 

Give him my heart. 
 

Words by Christina Rosetti; Music by Gustav Holst 

Setting by Joel Raney 

©2014 Hope Publishing Co. 

CCLI# 594962 

 

 



Unison Scripture Reading: Matthew 17:1-8 (ESV) 
1 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James, and John his brother, 

and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured 

before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became white as 

light. 3 And behold, there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.  
4 And Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good that we are here. If you wish, I will 

make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 5 He 

was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 

from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to him.” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were 

terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.”  
8 And when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 

Sermon Text: Genesis 22:1-18 

1 
After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

2 
He said, 

“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 
3 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 

the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 
4 
On the third day Abraham 

lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 
5 
Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 

donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.” 
6 

And Abraham took the 

wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 

they went both of them together. 
7 
And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I 

am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  
8 
Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they went both of 

them together. 
9 
When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood 

in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 

Then Abraham reached 

out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 
11 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven 

and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12 

He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or 

do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only 

son, from me.” 
13 

And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in 

a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 

his son. 
14 

So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 

the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
15 

And the angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven 
16 

and said, “By myself I have 

sworn, declares the Lord, because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son,  
17 

I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that 

is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 
18 

and in your offspring shall 

all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” 
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We would like to thank all the musicians for their help accompanying the choir today! 

Anna Black, flute 

Grace Holmberg, oboe 

 

Carol Holmberg, clarinet 

Caleb Holmberg, percussion 

Hadassah Jones, synthesizer 

Miriam Jones, violin 

Abigail Jones, cello

 

To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church (810-

736-4100) or on his cell phone (618-795-4319). 

The following Members and Friends are known to be hospitalized or recuperating at home from a 

recent hospitalization and in need of our prayers: 

 
 

 

The Martha Mary Circle will be holding their annual Christmas Potluck Party on Thursday, December 

8th at 10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  All women of the church are invited to come!  Beverages will 

be provided.  Bring a dish to share and a favorite Scripture verse and enjoy some holiday fun! 

Greetings Tree: The Deacons realize that the task of sending greetings to all friends in the 

church is a big undertaking! To lessen the burden during this rushed season they are 

encouraging us again this year to send just one card to the entire congregation. These cards 

will be used to decorate the Friendship Tree in the Narthex and the names of senders will be 

listed weekly in the bulletin. Those wishing to donate all or part of the savings in cards and postage will 

find them put to good use by the Diaconate. 

Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their families to the 

Congregation: Dorothy Heidtman, Madeleine Jens, Mick & Ann Tulgetske 

The Flint Concert Band will present a concert of Christmas music on December 11th at 7pm. There is 

no charge and the public is invited. Light refreshments will be served afterwards. Invite your family and 

friends to take part in this beloved Christmas tradition. 

Holiday Toy Drive: The Women’s Ministry is holding a toy drive to benefit Voices for 

Children Child Advocacy Center in Flint. Voices for Children is dedicated to serving the 

child victims and families of child abuse in Genesee and Shiawassee Counties and 

enhancing the lives of all children through treatment, education, and increasing community awareness. 

Through December 10
th
, you can bring your new, unwrapped toy for children (between the ages of 

infant and 18 years old) and leave it in the box in the narthex. If you have questions, call the church 

office at 810-736-4100. 

 

McLaren-Flint 

Hazel Mardlin 

The Poinsettia which adorn our worship today have been provided by: Dick & Pat Abel, Al 
& Karen Dipzinski, Jerry & Joanne Dosh, Scott & Jan Herriman, Jim & Ellen Jones, Joan 
Layman, Barbara Milloy, Pete & Erin Scribner, Bob & Sally Stephens, Charles Stevens, 

Randy & Ginny Sturm, Joe & Esma Walker, Sam & Dorothy Younce. 



 

 

Walmart Gift Cards: The Martha Mary Circle is collecting $5 Walmart Gift Cards for the Whaley 

Children’s Home again this year. You can help by purchasing the cards directly, or donating money 

towards their purchase. See any member of Martha Mary for more info! 

Holiday Baskets for Christmas are being prepared again this year by the Martha Mary Circle. Any 

donated non-perishable food items will be gratefully accepted, (purchased in 2022).  If you know of a 

family in need (two requests per person), please contact the Main Office 810-736-4100. Thank you! 

~Ideas for food donations may include:~ 

Canned meats, canned dinners, boxed meals, peanut butter & jelly, condiments, boxed Velveeta 

Cheese, Chunky Soups & canned vegetables, breakfast foods, turkey dinner fixings. 

Laundry soap and toilet tissue are also needed. Any money donated will be used to purchase turkeys, 

hams, and other items for each family’s basket. 

Annual Congregational Business Meeting: On Sunday, December 11th, 11:15, the Members of Calvary 

will meet in the Sanctuary to do the business of the church. At this meeting the budgets approved by 

Session will be reviewed, the selection of Elders and Deacons will take place. Materials for the meeting 

are available on the filing cabinet in the Office. 

This Week at Calvary 

Next Sunday   8:40   Prayer in Office Conference Room (all welcome) 

  9:00  Adult Sunday School  

   10:00  Worship Service  

   11:00  Fellowship & Refreshments 

Monday    6:30  Co-Ed Volleyball 

Wednesday    6:00  Wednesday Evening Gathering (Dinner) 

     7:00  Wednesday Evening Gathering (Worship) 

Thursday  10:00  Martha Mary Circle Christmas Potluck 

     6:29  Choir Rehearsal 

Next Sunday   8:40   Prayer in Office Conference Room (all welcome) 

  9:00  Adult Sunday School  

   10:00  Worship Service  

   11:00  Fellowship & Refreshments 

   11:15  Congregational Business Meeting 

 

Church Staff 
Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist/Choir Accompanist Chris Holmberg 

Custodian Vicky Haughey 

Secretary Courtney Cody 


