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6100 Richfield Rd. www.CalvaryFlint.com 

Flint, MI 48506 810-736-4100 

Adult Sunday School - 9:00 am 

Corporate Worship - 10:00 am 
  



 

Liturgy for Corporate Worship 
4

th
 Sunday in Advent December 18, 2022 

Prelude  Chris Holmberg 

Welcome and Announcements 

Introit Chancel Choir 

Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Call to Worship 1 John 3:1-2 

Hymn  300 

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Lord of grace and truth, we confess our unworthiness to stand in your 

presence, for we have sinned. Unlike Mary, who willingly accepted your call, 

we have been disobedient to your will. Unlike the shepherds who left their 

flocks to go to Bethlehem, we go our own way and fail to seek you. And unlike 

your Son, who made himself nothing, we are consumed with self-interest and 

self-promotion. May we be more like the angels who found their joy in 

proclaiming your glory, and may you forgive us, not just for our sake, but for 

that of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness Isaiah 1:18 

The Gloria Patri 572 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen, amen. 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Chris Holmberg 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 

Unison Scripture Reading John 15:9-17 

Special Music Chancel Choir 

Almost There 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn  488 

May the Mind of Christ, My Savior 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

Esther 4:1-17…The True and Better Esther 

Hymn  487 

Sometimes a Light Surprises 

Benediction  

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you, with 

his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, 

till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with 

you till we meet again. 

Postlude 

 

Featured Element of Worship: Advent Hymns 

What about Christmas carols? Why don’t we sing more of them during Advent? Well, it 

certainly can be tempting to skip right over Advent and immediately begin singing our 

favorite Christmas carols. After all, there are so many songs to sing and only a short season 

to sing them. (By the way...why don’t we sing Christmas carols at other times of the year? 

That’s a good question! Maybe we should.) Have patience. For just a few short weeks, we 

have postponed the carols so that we can sing songs about longing, wishing, looking and 

waiting for Jesus. Stay tuned though…Christmas is almost here! 



 



Unison Scripture Reading: John 15:9-17 (ESV) 
9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you 

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my 

Father's commandments and abide in his love. 11 These things I have spoken to 

you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
12 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  
13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15 No longer do I 

call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I 

have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made 

known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 

that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 

whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 17 These things 

I command you, so that you will love one another. 

Sermon Text: Esther 4:1-17 (ESV) 
1 

When Mordecai learned all that had been done, Mordecai tore his clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, 

and went out into the midst of the city, and he cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 
2 
He went up to the entrance 

of the king's gate, for no one was allowed to enter the king's gate clothed in sackcloth. 
3 

And in every 

province, wherever the king's command and his decree reached, there was great mourning among the Jews, 

with fasting and weeping and lamenting, and many of them lay in sackcloth and ashes. 

4 
When Esther's young women and her eunuchs came and told her, the queen was deeply distressed. She sent 

garments to clothe Mordecai, so that he might take off his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 
5 

Then 

Esther called for Hathach, one of the king's eunuchs, who had been appointed to attend her, and ordered him 

to go to Mordecai to learn what this was and why it was. 
6 

Hathach went out to Mordecai in the open square of 

the city in front of the king's gate, 
7 

and Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the exact sum of 

money that Haman had promised to pay into the king's treasuries for the destruction of the Jews. 
8 

Mordecai 

also gave him a copy of the written decree issued in Susa for their destruction, that he might show it to Esther 

and explain it to her and command her to go to the king to beg his favor and plead with him on behalf of her 

people. 
9 

And Hathach went and told Esther what Mordecai had said. 
10 

Then Esther spoke to Hathach and 

commanded him to go to Mordecai and say, 
11 

“All the king's servants and the people of the king's provinces 

know that if any man or woman goes to the king inside the inner court without being called, there is but one 

law—to be put to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter so that he may live. But 

as for me, I have not been called to come in to the king these thirty days.” 

12 
And they told Mordecai what Esther had said. 

13 
Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not think 

to yourself that in the king's palace you will escape any more than all the other Jews. 
14 

For if you keep silent 

at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's house 

will perish. And who knows whether you have not come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” 
15 

Then 

Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, 
16 

“Go, gather all the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my 

behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my young women will also fast as you do. 

Then I will go to the king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.” 
17 

Mordecai then went away 

and did everything as Esther had ordered him. 
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To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church (810-736-4100) or on his 

cell phone (618-795-4319). 

The following Members and Friends are known to be hospitalized or recuperating at home from a recent hospitalization 

and in need of our prayers: 

 
 

 

A Thank You Card has been received from the Flint Concert Band and is posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship 

Hall. 

The Women’s Ministry would like to thank the congregation for being so very generous throughout this holiday season! 

Whether you brought in a toy for Voices for Children, a bag of groceries for a family, or offered a donation to the Mitten 

Tree or offering plate, your kindness brightened the holidays for many families. Thank you for helping us to demonstrate 

the love of Christ! 

Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their families to the Congregation: Mike & 

Janet Adema, Sharon Atchison, Rozie Aube, Bette Brown, Ron Castle, Al & Karen Dipzinski, Henry & Nina Fenner, 

Jimmy & Karen Hayden, Dorothy Heidtman, Don & June Jaabay, Madeleine Jens, Jim & Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon 

Koerber, Mary Jo Lorenz, Hazel Mardlin, Larry & Janet Nichols, Andrea O’Hara & Karl Williams, Pat Reedy, Pete & 

Erin Scribner, Bob & Sally Stephens, Chuck Stevens, Doug & Dana Stoddard, Mick & Ann Tulgetske, Joe & Esma 

Walker, Sam & Mary Winegarden, Sam & Dorothy Younce 

The Mitten Tree, sponsored by the Martha Mary Circle is in the Narthex ready to receive your donations of hats, gloves, 

mittens and scarves. These gifts will be included in the Christmas baskets; also distributed to local elementary schools so 

that teachers may provide them to children as a need arises. Thank you for your generosity! 

Communion will be held on the second Sunday of the month (January 8
th

) instead of the first next month. 

2023 Boxes of Giving Envelopes are still available for pickup! Next Sunday, December 25
th

, will be the final Sunday 

for your donations to be included in your 2022 giving statement. 

 

This Week at Calvary 

Saturday    6:30  Christmas Eve Worship 

Next Sunday   Merry Christmas! 

  8:40   Prayer in Office Conference Room (all welcome) 

     9:00  Adult Sunday School 

   10:00  Worship Service 

   11:00  Fellowship & Refreshments 

 
Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist/Choir Accompanist Chris Holmberg 

Custodian Vicky Haughey 

Secretary Courtney Cody 

 

McLaren-Flint 

Hazel Mardlin 

The Poinsettia which adorn our worship today have been provided by: Dick & Pat Abel, Al & Karen 
Dipzinski, Jerry & Joanne Dosh, Scott & Jan Herriman, Jim & Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Joan 
Layman, Barbara Milloy, Pete & Erin Scribner, Bob & Sally Stephens, Charles Stevens, Randy & Ginny 

Sturm, Mike & Lois Tebo, Joe & Esma Walker, Sam & Mary Winegarden, Sam & Dorothy Younce. 


