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6100 Richfield Rd. www.CalvaryFlint.com 

Flint, MI 48506 810-736-4100 

Adult Sunday School - 9:00 am 

Corporate Worship - 10:00 am 
  



Liturgy for Corporate Worship 

3
rd

 Sunday in Advent December 11, 2022 

Prelude  Chris Holmberg 

Welcome and Announcements 

Introit Brandon and Natalie Cooper 

Silent Night 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Call to Worship Psalm 100:1-2 

Hymn  299 

Joy to the World 

Corporate Prayer of Confession & Silent Confession 

Our Heavenly Father, as Christmas approaches we confess to you our 

distraction. We are distracted by the trappings of this holiday that too often 

lead us away from instead of towards you. We are distracted by the cares of 

this world, which weigh heavy on us when we should instead be bound to your 

light yoke. We are distracted by pain, suffering, sickness and sorrow, all too 

present in our world. Help us to see that Christ’s Advent is the beginning of 

the end for all of these, and may this truth enable us to focus wholly on you 

and your glory this Christmas season. We ask this in the name of Christ 

Jesus, the Word become flesh. Amen. 

Assurance of Forgiveness 1 John 1:8-9 

The Doxology 567 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here 

below; Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy 

Ghost. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication Elder Al Dipzinski 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen. 



 

Unison Scripture Reading Romans 8:18-30 

Special Music Christina Cooper 

Mary, Did You Know? 

Pastoral Prayer 

Hymn  293 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

Sermon Rev. Pete Scribner 

Genesis 50:15-21...The True and Better Joseph 

Hymn  487 

Sometimes a Light Surprises 

Benediction  

Parting Hymn  

God be with you till we meet again; By his counsels guide, uphold you, with 

his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again. Till we meet, 

till we meet, till we meet at Jesus’ feet; Till we meet, till we meet, God be with 

you till we meet again. 

Postlude 

 

Featured Element of Worship: Joy to the World  

Joy to the World is most commonly thought of as a Christmas carol, and it is indeed a 

perfectly fine hymn to sing at Christmas! What is the celebration of Christmas but a joyful 

exclamation that the Lord has indeed come to be with his people, and a reminder to prepare 

room in our hearts for him! But when the great hymnist Isaac Watts wrote Joy to the 

World in 1719, he did not intend it to be a hymn specifically for Christmas.   

Watts was inspired by verses four through nine of the 98
th
 Psalm, and in writing this hymn, 

he intended to speak not of the Lord’s Advent at Christmas, but of Christ’s Second Advent, 

which we still eagerly await. This morning as we sing this song, let us likewise not just think 

of a baby in a manger, surrounded by parents and shepherds, with angels singing overhead. 

Let us think about why it is that Christ came 2000 years ago, and let that point us to why he 

is coming again. Let us think of (and long for) that day when he will return to no more let sin 

and sorrow grow, nor thorns infest the ground; that day when he will make his blessings 

flow, far as the curse is found!  
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Unison Scripture Reading: Luke 8:22-25 (ESV) 
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing 

with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager 

longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to 

futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the 

creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom 

of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the whole creation has been 

groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 

eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we 

were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?  
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 

as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 

words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that 

for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among 

many brothers. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom 

he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 

 

Sermon Text: Genesis 50:15-21 (ESV) 
15 

When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph 

will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16 

So they sent a message 

to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: 
17 

‘Say to Joseph, 

“Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to 

you.”’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 

father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 
18 

His brothers also came and fell down 

before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 
19 

But Joseph said to them, “Do not 

fear, for am I in the place of God? 
20 

As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 

meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 

today. 
21 

So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted 

them and spoke kindly to them. 
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To share joys and concerns with the Prayer Chain, please call Rev. Scribner either at the church (810-736-4100) or on his 

cell phone (618-795-4319). 

The following Members and Friends are known to be hospitalized or recuperating at home from a recent hospitalization 

and in need of our prayers: 

 
 

 

The sympathy of the congregation is extended to Larry Hemingway and family  

at the death of his wife, Gloria, on December 7
th

. 

Greetings have been received from the following Members and Friends and their families to the Congregation: Sharon 

Atchison, Dorothy Heidtman, Madeleine Jens, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Larry & Janet Nichols, Pat Reedy, Bob & Sally 

Stephens, Chuck Stevens, Doug & Dana Stoddard, Mick & Ann Tulgetske 

A Thank You Note has been received from Chuck Stevens, and is posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. 

Walmart Gift Cards: The Martha Mary Circle is collecting $5 Walmart Gift Cards for the Whaley Children’s Home 

again this year. You can help by purchasing the cards directly, or donating money towards their purchase. See any 

member of Martha Mary for more info! 

The Mitten Tree, sponsored by the Martha Mary Circle is in the Narthex ready to receive your donations of hats, gloves, 

mittens and scarves. These gifts will be included in the Christmas baskets; also distributed to local elementary schools so 

that teachers may provide them to children as a need arises.  Thank you for your generosity! 

The Flint Concert Band will present a concert of Christmas music TONIGHT at 7pm. There is no charge and the public 

is invited. Light refreshments will be served afterwards. Invite your family and friends to take part in this beloved 

Christmas tradition. 

This Week at Calvary 

Today    8:40   Prayer in Office Conference Room (all welcome) 

     9:00  Adult Sunday School 

   10:00  Worship Service 

   11:00  Fellowship & Refreshments 

   11:30  Congregational Business Meeting 

     7:00  Flint Concert Band Christmas Concert 

Thursday    6:29  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Next Sunday   8:40   Prayer in Office Conference Room (all welcome) 

     9:00  Adult Sunday School 

   10:00  Worship Service 

   11:00  Fellowship & Refreshments 

 
Church Staff 

Senior Pastor Peter Scribner 

Director of Children’s Ministry Dawn Heidtman 

Director of Music Susan Lechota 

Organist/Choir Accompanist Chris Holmberg 

Custodian Vicky Haughey 

Secretary Courtney Cody 

 

McLaren-Flint 

Hazel Mardlin 

The Poinsettia which adorn our worship today have been provided by: Dick & Pat Abel, Al & Karen 
Dipzinski, Jerry & Joanne Dosh, Scott & Jan Herriman, Jim & Ellen Jones, Phil & Sharon Koerber, Joan 
Layman, Barbara Milloy, Pete & Erin Scribner, Bob & Sally Stephens, Charles Stevens, Randy & Ginny 

Sturm, Mike & Lois Tebo, Joe & Esma Walker, Sam & Mary Winegarden, Sam & Dorothy Younce. 


