
This is our final prayer guide for Pray168. Let's start right off by just giving thanks to 

God for the joy and the fellowship of sharing in these 40 days. Tell God, (and even write 

down your prayer if you'd like) what you are most thankful for about these times of 

prayer. What has God shown you? What have you learned? Have there been answered 

prayers already? Take some time to think this over and talk to the Lord about it while 

you're thinking and just give praise and write some things down as a word of testimony. 

 

As we have prayed I've tried to emphasize the importance of praise and worship as part 

of our prayers. I encourage you to look up Psalm 145 right now and read it out loud to 

the Lord in prayer and praise. Don't be in too big of a hurry. There are a lot of good 

things about God to praise mentioned in that Psalm.  

 

Now pray for the church. Pray once again for God to unite our hearts in one accord and 

that we might be very clear on God's vision and purpose for the church, which we would 

all at least verbally agree, is fulfilling the great commission to "go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you." 

 I sincerely believe that our number one prayer should be for that great commission to 

be our number one attachment and our number one core value. And I can hear the 

“Amens!”  But if we are emotionally attached to certain methods, programs, places and 

traditions, then we may not in fact be willing to do whatever it takes to fulfill our mission. 

But if, on the other hand, we are emotionally attached to our mission above all else then 

all the other stuff becomes not as important and we are open to doing things different or 

better in order to reach people. That's the simple truth and we must pray that God will 

make us see it this way in our hearts or I do not think we will be able to thrive as a 

church. So right now what are the traditions, programs, places, methods of doing church 

that you are emotionally attached to? (This could be things like “your” seat in church, 

"your" classroom space, your teaching method, your favorite music, your position of 

influence, your favorite Church or denominational program, and on and on it 

goes.) Please write them down and then write down the great commission which is in 

Matthew 28:18–20. And then ask the Lord to help you see which you value the most. 



And then would you ask him to help you and all of us value our mission above the other 

things? One church had a motto that said, "Whatever it takes." That is a winning 

philosophy. I tell you, unless we can get to the point where we're willing to evaluate 

everything in terms of how it helps or hinders us in fulfilling God's vision for the church, 

we are in danger not only of being ineffective but also of idolatry itself. 

 

Please pray now for the church staff and other leaders of the church. Because 

everything starts with our key leaders. Pray that the staff will themselves be always 

humble and seeking to improve and grow individually, maintain highest levels of 

integrity, spend daily time in personal prayer and devotion, be united as one, be blessed 

at home, be wise in the use of time and energy, be able to prioritize their many 

responsibilities, and know which opportunities to accept and which ones to say no to.  

 

Pray for our love as a church. Pray this wonderful prayer that Paul offered for the 

church. As you pray it feel free to change the first personal pronoun from "you" to "us." 

That's how you pray Scripture. "and may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in 

love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for you;"  1 Thessalonians 

3:12. Let there be no underestimating the importance of love for one another in the 

church. Without it nothing else matters. And that's not an overstatement. Simply read 

first Corinthians 13, the love chapter. Prayerfully Consider Ephesians 4:2-3, "with all 

humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to 

maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace." So as you think of people who may 

be difficult to love in the church, pray that God will help you love them and everyone 

with his love which he supplies so freely. 

 

I hope you will keep these prayer guides and refer back to them because some of the 

things mentioned are things that need to be prayed about many times. Whatever 

direction our prayer ministry takes, I pray that you will be a part of it, and that this Pray 

168 has shown you what a blessing it can be. I hope to see you at our celebration 

service for Pray 168, Thursday, April 27 at 7 PM. I hope that you will be able to even 

share something based on your experience. 


