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Bible Study
at a Glance
LEADER BIBLE STUDY

Familiarize yourself with the content and
context of the Bible story and how it relates
to God’s plan of redemption.

PREPARATION

Pray for your kids and contact families
during the week. Gather and prepare
session materials.

INTRODUCE
THE STORY

•
•
•
•
•

Build relationships
with kids and introduce
the day’s Bible story
through engaging
activities.

Pray for your kids
Send a parent email
Print/download printables
Assemble supplies
Prepare videos

• Opening Activities
• Activity Page

Say what?

Use the suggested “Say”
dialogue to easily move
between segments.

TEACH THE STORY

Communicate the day’s Bible
story and discover God’s
big story.

• Big Picture
Question
• Giant Timeline
• Bible Story
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• Missions Moment
• Key Passage
• Sing

APPLY THE STORY

Reinforce the Bible story for multiple
learning styles and lead kids to apply what
they learned as they take part in God’s
big story.

•
•
•
•

Key Passage Activity
Discussion & Bible Skills
Closing Activities
Journal & Prayer

MISSIONS MOMENT

Introduce kids to missions and encourage them to take the gospel to
the nations with designated missions awareness activities.

Make it fit

Customize the session plan to fit the needs
of your church or classroom.

Small Group Option
1) Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and complete
one of the activity options together.
2) Transition to an area in your room designated as the “Teach the Story” area.
Watch the Bible story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit
your space, resources, and schedule.
3) Move to another area of your room for “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the story
point and Christ connection. Help kids apply what they have learned. Dismiss
kids according to your kids ministry policies and procedures.

Small Group and
Large Group Option
1) Kids arrive in small group rooms for “Introduce the Story.” Welcome and
build relationships with kids, help them work the activity page, and then
complete one activity option together.
2) Use the countdown video or other transition to move to the large group
room. Join the other small groups for “Teach the Story.” Watch the Bible
story video or tell the Bible story. Utilize elements that fit your space,
resources, and time constraints.
3) Return to small group rooms to “Apply the Story.” Reinforce the story point
and Christ connection. Dismiss kids according to your kids ministry policies
and procedures.
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Christmas
Unit Description:
God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth to be born as a baby in humble surroundings.
Jesus was no ordinary baby. He was the One who would save God’s people
from their sin. Christmas is the time to celebrate God’s greatest gift of His
own Son, Jesus Christ.

Key Passage:

Big Picture Question:

Galatians 4:4-5

Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

Session 1:

Session 4:

Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5

Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2

Story Point: Everything God said
about Jesus’ birth came true.

Story Point: Simeon and Anna
waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.

Session 2:
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Matthew 1; Luke 1
Story Point: God chose Mary and
Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.

Session 3:

Session 5:
Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2
Story Point: The wise men
worshiped Jesus as King.

Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2
Story Point: Jesus was born to
bring peace between God and
people.
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Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 1

Prophets Told
About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT:
Everything God said about
Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

Younger Kids Page 8

Younger Kids Page 10

Younger Kids Page 16

Older Kids Page 20

Older Kids Page 22

Older Kids Page 28

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
When Adam and Eve introduced sin into the world, all of creation fell
under a curse. (See Gen. 3:17-19.) We all have sinned and fallen short
of the glory of God. We’ve inherited the curse of death from Adam. (See
Rom. 3:23; 5:12.) Throughout the Old Testament, the consequences of
sin are obvious. God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy
the intimate relationship with their Creator for which He had created
them. God’s people were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread
quickly throughout the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did
not leave His people without hope.
It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come?
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him?
The prophets Isaiah and Micah—who both lived hundreds of years before
Jesus was born—spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King
Ahaz what the Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and
name him Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a Prince of
Peace—a Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said that
He would be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5) The prophet Micah named the specific
town—Bethlehem—in which Jesus would be born. (Mic. 5:2)
As you teach kids about the prophecies concerning Jesus’ birth, help
them understand that everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
Hundreds of years later, Jesus was born into the world.
God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave His
people hope: A Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam,
life comes through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the
cross, Jesus finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope
of forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus reconciles to God those who trust
in Him.
Christmas
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The BIBLE Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
Long before Jesus was born, some of God’s prophets told people
that Jesus would come. The prophets’ words are written in the Old
Testament. Two of the men who told about Jesus’ birth were the
prophet Isaiah and the prophet Micah.
Isaiah the prophet lived hundreds of
years before Jesus was born on earth.
The first message about Jesus was
about who Jesus’ mother would
be and who Jesus would be.
Isaiah said, “The Lord
Himself will give you a sign:
The virgin will conceive,
have a son, and name him
Immanuel.” Isaiah said that
God would choose a woman
who was not yet married, and
she would be Jesus’ mother.
He said too that one of Jesus’
names would be Immanuel,
which means “God with us.”
Some time later, Isaiah talked
about Jesus again. He said, “A child
will be born for us, a son will be given
to us, and the government will be on
His shoulders. He will be named Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince
of Peace.”
Even more names for Jesus! All these names tell us who Jesus is
and the great things He would do. Jesus was coming to earth to help
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people and protect people. Jesus would be a king who
cares about His people, and He would bring peace to the
whole world.
Isaiah’s third message was about Jesus’ family and
His power. Isaiah said that Jesus would be part of Jesse’s
family. Jesse was King David’s father. Isaiah said that God’s
Spirit would be with Jesus, and Jesus would be wise and
strong. Jesus would do the right thing, and He would be a
fair ruler.
Finally, the prophet Micah told about where Jesus
would be born. Micah said that Jesus would be born
in a town called Bethlehem. Micah also said that Jesus
would be ruler over Israel. Hundreds of years later,
everything the prophets Isaiah and Micah said about
Jesus came true.
Christ Connection: God’s plan to save people from sin and
death was not a secret plan. God used the prophets to give hope
to His people. They said God would send a Messiah—born into
the world as a baby—to live the perfect life people fail to live
and die the guilty death we deserve.

Christmas

Bible
Storytelling
Tips
• Vary body
posture: Stand
at the center of
the room at the
beginning of the
story. Move left
of center when
speaking about the
prophet Isaiah, and
finish the story
right of center with
details about Micah.
• Make eye
contact: As you
tell the story, make
eye contact with
listeners to draw
them in.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Ask kids about times they made
predictions, such as who would win a sporting event or
what they would get as gifts. Were they correct?
SAY • A prediction is when a person tries to say what will
happen later based on information they already
know. We make predictions often. A prophecy
is different. A prophecy is when God reveals
information about what is definitely going to happen
later. Today we will learn more about some of the
prophecies that told about Jesus’ birth.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Christmas Card”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Christmas Card” activity page.
Instruct the kids to circle the words or images that don’t
make sense on the Christmas card.
SAY • When God told of Jesus’ birth, He didn’t send
Christmas cards; He sent prophets. Prophets were
people to whom God revealed some things about the
future. Let’s learn more!
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Session starter (10 minutes)
Promise chairs
Arrange chairs in a circle, one for each kid. Write promises
on index cards and place one card facedown in each chair.
Some should be easy: I promise not to eat grass today or
I promise to high five a friend. Some should be harder: I
promise to never eat chocolate again or I promise to always
obey my parents.
Direct the kids to walk clockwise inside the circle of
chairs while music plays. Once the music stops, kids sit
down and read the card in their seat. Ask if the promise
would be hard or easy to keep. Play again as time allows.
SAY • We don’t always keep our promises, but God does.
Today, we will learn about a promise God kept and
some of the ways He revealed bits of the promise
beforehand.
OPTION 1:

• chairs
• index cards
• tape
• worship songs of your
choice

OPTION 2: They

go together
Bring in household items that go together (toothpaste and
• household items that
go together, such
a toothbrush, soap and a washcloth, a fork and spoon, and
as toothpaste and
so forth). Put each item in a separate paper bag and mix up
a toothbrush, soap
the bags. Invite a kid to choose two bags. If the two items
and a washcloth, or
go together, set them aside and let another volunteer pick.
a fork and spoon
If not, put the items back in the bag. Play until all items are • paper bags
matched.
SAY • The Old Testament and New Testament may seem
like separate things, but they go together like many
of the items you matched in our game. They are both
part of the one big story God has been telling. We’ll
learn more about how they connect today!

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

• room decorations

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Use any traditional
Christmas decorations that are appropriate for your church
environment. If you are pausing in the middle of another
theme to celebrate Christmas, add Christmas decorations to
the existing theme.

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• cookie cutters
• rolling pin
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing an apron and carrying cookie cutters
and a rolling pin.]
LEADER •Hey, everyone! Welcome. As you can see, I was
just getting ready to make some Christmas cookies.
I love this time of year for so many reasons. One
reason is the delicious treats I can make. Today I
will be making cookies that look like megaphones.
I know that doesn’t sound very Christmas-y, but I
promise it makes sense when you know what story
we will be talking about today.
You see, a megaphone is used to deliver a message
that you want many people to hear. Although God
Younger Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 1

didn’t use an actual megaphone, I like to use the
shape of a megaphone to represent the way God
shared the message of the coming Messiah with His
people. God sent prophets to write about Jesus’ birth,
and their writings were read by many people through
the years. They spread God’s message almost like a
megaphone. Here, I’ll tell you all about it.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• All these messages about Jesus’ birth bring us to
a very important question. Why was Jesus born?
That’s our big picture question. It’s important for
us to know not just that Jesus was born, but why
He came as a baby in the first place. We will learn
more about what the Bible teaches so we can find the
answer.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review. Point to the time of the prophets.
LEADER • We know that all of the Bible is telling one big
story. That means that no matter which part of the
timeline we are in, all of it connects to the other
parts of it. Today we will look at some writings that
came many years before Jesus was born. Even so, the
things God revealed to people were about Jesus!

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Prophets Told About
Jesus’ Birth.”

Christmas

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Prophets Told About
Jesus’ Birth” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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• Jesus’ birth should not have been a mystery to
God’s people. God told the Israelites that Jesus was
coming long before He actually arrived. Isaiah and
Micah wrote about Jesus’ birth hundreds of years
before He was born. Isaiah talked about Mary and
some names that described who Jesus would be. He
said Jesus would be called “God with us,” Wonderful
Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince
of Peace. Isaiah told us that Jesus would be part of
King David’s family. He said Jesus would be wise,
strong, and fair.
Micah said Jesus would be ruler over Israel, and
Jesus would be born in Bethlehem. Did the things
Isaiah and Micah talked about actually happen? They
sure did. These prophecies—and many others—all
came true. Everything God said about Jesus’ birth
came true.
That means that we can read the Old Testament
and the New Testament and see how they fit
together. We can see that the Bible is true and that
God is faithful, because what He said would happen
really did! God always keeps His promises. We know
from the Bible that He kept His promise to send a
Messiah. And because God is trustworthy, we know
that He will keep His promise to send Jesus back
again. Jesus came to earth to die for our sins, and He
rose on the third day. He went back to heaven, but
will one day come again to fix everything broken in
the world. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to
rescue us from sin.

LEADER
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Christ connection
• God’s plan to save people from sin and death
was not a secret plan. God used the prophets to give
hope to His people. They said God would send a
Messiah—born into the world as a baby—to live the
perfect life people fail to live and die the guilty death
we deserve.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 1” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about how God forgave people who
lived before Jesus came to earth. Guide them to discuss why
faith is all God wants from us to be forgiven of our sins.

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
• “Christmas,
Session 1” questions
from kids video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Show the missions video “Nativity Sets Lead to
Ministry.”
LEADER • Wow! What a great video. Nativity is a word that
means “when a person was born.” Nowadays, we
use the word nativity mostly to speak about Jesus’
birth. Any scene that shows what Jesus’ birth may
have looked like is known as a nativity set or nativity
scene. It’s so cool to see how missionaries are using
nativity sets to tell people about Jesus. Remember,
you don’t have to have a nativity set to tell people
about the birth of Jesus. All you need is your words
and a little courage!

• “Nativity Sets Lead
to Ministry” missions
video

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of

Christmas

• Key Passage Poster

13

Galatians. One of Jesus’ followers, Paul, wrote this
book to Christians living in a place called Galatia.
Paul wanted them to know what we have been
learning: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to
rescue us from sin. When we are rescued from sin,
God makes us His sons and daughters!

Sing (4 minutes)
• Christmas songs of
your choice

• It’s easy to forget the real reason for Christmas
in our excitement over gifts and parties, but we are
really celebrating something far more important.
That reminds me of a song. Let’s sing it together.
Sing together Christmas songs of your choice.
LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for providing trustworthy
information to tell people about the Messiah.
Your perfect Word helps us see that the Bible is
trustworthy and true. Help us to boldly tell others
about Jesus. Give us courage to live on mission for
You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Form three groups of kids. Choose one group to say the
first word of the key passage, followed by the second group
saying the second word, and then the third group saying
the third word. Point to each group when it is their turn to
say their word. Then point back to the first group to say the
fourth word.
Continue in this way until the entire key passage has
been said. You may repeat the process starting with a
different group.
SAY • Paul wrote these words to remind followers of Jesus
of the same thing we have been learning: Why was
Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.
We know from this key passage that when we are
saved from sin, we become part of God’s family!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help the kids use the table
of contents to find the Book of Isaiah in their Bibles and
then the Book of Micah. Ask the kids which division of the
Old Testament Isaiah and Micah can be found in. (Major
Prophets and Minor Prophets, respectively)

Younger Kids Leader Guide
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Remind kids that the Major Prophets are called such
because they are longer. Ask the following questions. Lead
the group to discuss:
1. Which prophet wrote about Jesus’ mother? (Isaiah,
Isa. 7:14)
2. Which prophet wrote that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem? (Micah, Mic. 5:2)
3. Did these prophecies come true? (Everything God
said about Jesus’ birth came true; Luke 1:27; 2:4-6)
4. Why is it important that these prophecies came true?
Guide kids to see that God proves Himself faithful and
trustworthy by always keeping His promises. Help them
understand that the Old Testament prophecies coming
true shows us that the Bible is God’s Word and is telling
one story.
5. What promises are we still waiting on God to fulfill?
Guide kids to think about the promises of salvation and
eternal life with God. Remind kids that Jesus promised
to return someday and completely do away with all evil.
Jesus will return and fix everything that is broken in the
world. God will keep those promises just as He kept His
promises about Jesus’ birth.
6. What are some reasons it may be hard for us to
always trust God’s promises? Guide kids to discuss the
idea that we are living in a world that is still broken by
sin. We are sometimes impatient and often forgetful. We
may be tempted to doubt God’s goodness when we see sin
and pain in the world, but we can trust God more by
reading His Word and praying to ask Him for help.
SAY • God sent messages to His people describing Jesus
many years before He was born. He didn’t just use
Isaiah and Micah either. There are prophecies about

Christmas

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Jesus’ birth, His life, His miracles, His death, His
resurrection, and even His return one day.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
• air-dry clay
• sculpting tools
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

Nativity figurines
Provide each kid with a lump of air-dry clay. Allow
the kids to share sculpting tools, such as toothpicks or
plastic flatware. Instruct the kids to make a nativity set with
a figure for Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus. Remind the kids
that they can use the set to tell others about Jesus’ birth and
display them in their homes.
SAY • God sent prophets to tell about the coming Messiah.
Despite their prophecies, people did not know
exactly what to expect or when the Messiah would
come. We can look back on Jesus’ birth and see that
everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
When you use these nativity sets to tell people about
Jesus’ birth, remember to also tell them our big
picture questions and answer: Why was Jesus born?
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.
OPTION 1:

Megaphones
Give each kid a sheet of construction paper. Help the kids
to roll the paper into a cone shape and use tape to secure
them. Invite kids to decorate their megaphones using
markers, glitter glue, stickers, or other craft supplies. Then
practice shouting the story point and big picture question
and answer, using the megaphones to amplify the volume.
SAY • A megaphone is a great way to share a message with
lots of people. God didn’t use a megaphone to tell
people about Jesus, but He did tell prophets exactly
what to write to tell people about Jesus’ coming.
OPTION 2:

• construction paper
• tape
• craft supplies
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Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
Jesus came to the world just as God’s messengers said
He would.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

• pencils and crayons
Distribute a journal sheet to each child. Ask the kids to
• paper
write about or draw a picture to answer the following
• Bible Story Coloring
questions:
Page, 1 per kid
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the journal sheets home with kids
Tip: Give parents
alongside the activity page so that parents can see what their this week’s Big
kids have been learning.
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
families to interact
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
with the biblical
session. Pray for your group.
content at home.

Christmas
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INTRODUCE the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share some things
they think will happen in the future. What do they think
will happen later today, later this week, or later this year?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Future News”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “Future News” on the activity page.
SAY • Throughout the Old Testament, God gave
prophecies, or messages, through the prophets. Today
we are going to hear some messages about Jesus’ birth
that came hundreds of years before Jesus was born!

Session starter (10 minutes)
Make predictions
Explain to kids that in 1952, a newspaper published an
article about what some famous scientists said the world
would be like 50 years later (in 2002). Read some of the
predictions:
• Cures for most diseases will be discovered, and the
average person will live to be 100 years old.
OPTION 1:
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SAY

• People will travel through space on rocket ships and
visit other planets.
• Fresh water will be collected from the sea so that
deserts, like the African Sahara, will become gardens.
• Did those predictions come true? (No.) Doctors have
made great advances in treating diseases, but many
still exist. And we still don’t take vacations to Jupiter.
What do you think the world will be like in 50
years? In today’s Bible story, we are going to read
some things the prophets said about Jesus’ birth—
hundreds of years before it happened!

What’s coming?
Place candies in a paper bag. Guide kids to form a singlefile line. Explain that you will pull a piece of candy from the
bag. Kids should try to guess what color the candy will be.
Prompt the first kid in line to guess. Then reveal a candy
from the bag. If he is correct, he should move to the end of
the line. Otherwise, he should sit down.
Put the candy back in the bag. Continue playing until
only one kid remains, or as time allows. If you choose,
provide individually wrapped candies for the kids to enjoy.
SAY • Was it difficult to guess the color of candy? Making
an accurate prediction is hard! Only God knows
the future. In today’s Bible story, we will hear about
some prophets who said some things about Jesus’
birth—hundreds of years before He was born!
OPTION 2:

• paper bag
• candy-coated
chocolate pieces
• individually wrapped
candies (optional)
• Allergy Alert
download

Transition to teach the story
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TEACH the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

• room decorations

Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate your space
using traditional Christmas elements. Set up a nativity
scene at the front of the room. Hang garland or string lights
near the ceiling. You may choose to invite kids to help with
decorations by making a paper chain with red and green
construction paper. If you are in the middle of another
unit’s theme, add the Christmas elements to the existing
theme.

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• notepad
• pencil
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.

22

[Leader enters carrying a notepad and pencil. Leader scribbles
a few notes before closing the notepad and addressing kids.]
LEADER • Hello, there! My name’s [your name]. Pleasure to
meet you. You’ll have to excuse me; I was just taking
some notes. You see, I am researching the details of
Jesus’ birth … because I want to know! This is the
perfect time because everyone is getting ready to
celebrate Jesus’ birth. Hey, do you think you can help
me? Let’s get started!
Older Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 1

Big picture question (1 minute)
• Long ago, God gave messages to prophets. They
reported news hundreds of years before it happened!
This news was called prophecy. Did you know there
are many prophecies throughout the Bible about
Jesus’ birth, His life, His death, and His resurrection?
All of these prophecies help us answer our big picture
question, Why was Jesus born? Listen closely to the
Bible story to see if you can figure out the answer.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review. Point to the stories of the prophets.
LEADER • We have been studying about God’s big story
of the Bible. It started long ago, when God created
the world. God created the first people, Adam and
Eve, and they disobeyed God’s one rule. God had
promised to send a Messiah to deal with sin once
and for all. But God didn’t just leave His people in
darkness, waiting for the Messiah to come. Today’s
Bible story is called “Prophets Told About Jesus’
Birth.” Let’s check it out.

• Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Prophets Told About
Jesus’ Birth.”
LEADER • God’s people were in a sad situation. After sin
entered the world when Adam and Eve disobeyed
God, all people were separated from God. God is
holy, and He can’t be around sin. God gave His

Christmas

• Bibles
• “Prophets Told About
Jesus’ Birth” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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people the law to show them how to be holy, but no
matter how hard the people tried, they could not
obey the law perfectly. And because they sinned, they
deserved to die.
God’s people needed to be rescued from their
sin. They needed someone who could obey the law
perfectly and fix their relationship with God. No
one on earth was good enough, but God loved His
people and had a plan.
God’s plan was not a secret plan. Throughout
the Old Testament, God gave messages to prophets
who told God’s people what was going to happen.
God promised to send a Messiah—a Savior—to
save people from sin and death. He even told the
prophets Isaiah and Micah specific details about how
the Savior would come into the world. God said that
Jesus was going to be born into the family of King
David. God told Micah that the Savior would be
born in a town called Bethlehem.
Did these things really happen? Yes! Hundreds of
years after God gave these messages to the prophets,
everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.

Christ connection
Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
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• How do you feel when you think about
something that is going to happen in the future—
like a birthday party or family vacation? Sometimes
things can come up to keep these plans from
happening, but God had a plan to send Jesus long
before His Son was born.
Nothing stopped God’s plan. God promised His
people that He would send a Savior, and God always

LEADER
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keeps His promises. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was
born to rescue us from sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 1” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about how God forgave people who
lived before Jesus came to earth. Guide them to discuss why
they think faith is all God wants from us to be forgiven of
our sins.

• “Christmas, Session 1”
questions from kids
video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
• Do any of your families display nativity • “Nativity Sets Lead
to Ministry” missions
sets at home during the Christmas season? A nativity
set is a collection of figures that represent the birth of video
Jesus. In some parts of the world, nativity sets are a
tool missionaries can use to tell people the good news
about Jesus. Check out this video.
Show the missions video “Nativity Sets Lead to Ministry.”
Explain the purpose for nativity sets. Pray that missionaries
will be able to tell others about Jesus’ birth, sinless life, and
His death and resurrection to save us from our sins. Pray
the kids will remember Jesus’ life and sacrifice as they see
nativity scenes in the weeks leading up to Christmas.
LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read • Key Passage Poster
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Our key passage comes from the Book of
Galatians, which is in the New Testament. At just the
right time, God sent His Son, Jesus, to live a perfect
life and die on the cross to die for our sins so that
we can receive forgiveness and eternal life. When we
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trust in Jesus, God adopts us into His family—as
sons and daughters!

Sing (4 minutes)
• worship song of your
choice
• Bible

Open your Bible and read aloud Hebrews 1:1-2.
LEADER • Through the prophets, God told people about
Jesus’ birth. Everything God said about Jesus’ birth
came true. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin. That makes me want to sing.
Will you sing with me?
Sing together any worship song of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for giving hope to Your people
long before Jesus came into the world. Thank You for
always keeping Your promises. Pray that we would
tell others about Jesus so that people who do not
know Him would have hope too. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Prophets Told About Jesus’ Birth
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 7; 9; 11; Micah 5
STORY POINT: Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• paper
• marker

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Write words or phrases of the key passage on separate sheets
of paper. Make one page per kid. If you have a large number
of kids, make two or more sets and play in groups. Mix up
the papers and distribute them to the kids.
Challenge them to line up in order. When kids finish,
they should say the key passage together. Prompt the first
kid to say the words on his paper. Then the second kid can
read her words. Kids will take turns saying the words on
their papers until they say the entire key passage.
SAY • Long before Jesus was born, prophets told about His
birth. God had a plan all along to send the Messiah
to rescue people from sin. When we trust in Jesus,
God adopts us into His family as daughters and sons.
We’ll work together to memorize our key passage
over the next few weeks.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to Isaiah 9. Explain to kids that the Book of Isaiah is one
of the books of the Major Prophets. Isaiah was a prophet
who gave God’s message to God’s people in Judah. Choose a
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volunteer to read aloud Isaiah 9:6.
SAY • Isaiah the prophet said that a child was coming who
would be for the people. This child would be a gift
from God! Who was Isaiah talking about in this
passage? (Jesus)
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why do you think God gave people hints through
the prophets about the promised Messiah? Lead kids
to consider that God’s promises gave the people hope for
the future. Prophecies also helped the people recognize
Jesus as the promised Messiah.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 1:1-2.)
2. Isaiah talked about four names for Jesus. How is
Jesus a Wonderful Counselor? Guide kids to identify
Jesus as a wise Savior whom we can trust to care for us
and guide us. Jesus loves us and wants what’s best for us.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Ps. 139:1-2.)
3. How do you think God’s people felt while they
waited hundreds of years for the Messiah? How do
you feel waiting for Jesus’ second coming? Invite kids
to share their feelings about waiting for Jesus to return.
Explain that we don’t know when Jesus will return but
we wait expectantly for Him.
(Option: Choose a kid to read Mark 13:33-34.)

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Make nativity figures
Provide a lump of clay for each kid. Encourage kids • air-dry clay
• small sculpting tools
to form a Baby Jesus figure from air-dry clay.
such as toothpicks
As kids work, explain that when people heard the
or plastic knives
prophecies about the Messiah, they weren’t sure how God
• ziplock bags
(optional)
was going to send a Savior. Many believed by faith even
OPTION 1:

Christmas
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Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

though they waited and did not see the Messiah themselves.
SAY • As we will hear in our Bible story next week, God
kept His promise. At just the right time, He sent His
Son, Jesus, into the world as a small baby.
Instruct kids to let their clay figures dry at home. Then they
may paint them or decorate them with markers. Consider
providing ziplock bags for kids to transport their figures.
Encourage them to use the Baby Jesus as a prompt to share
with their friends about God’s promise to send a Savior.

Plan ahead
Allow
kids
to work in pairs or trios. Provide toothpicks and
• toothpicks
• gumdrop candies or
gumdrop candies or mini marshmallows for each group.
mini marshmallows
Challenge kids to work together to construct a tower. Before
• paper
they begin, kids should spend a minute or two making
• pencils
• Allergy Alert
notes or drawings on a piece of paper to plan their towers.
download
After a couple of minutes, invite kids to begin building
their towers based on their plans. Let kids work for several
minutes. Then guide them to finish.
Discuss whose tower is the tallest, widest, most unique,
and so forth. Was it helpful to start with a plan? Did kids
stick to their plans? Did they need to adapt their plans?
Invite kids to talk about their building experiences.
Option: Review the SAY • Plans give us an idea of what could happen. Your
gospel with boys
construction plans helped you imagine what your
and girls. Explain
tower could look like.
that kids are
All along—before sin even entered the world—
welcome to speak
God planned to save people from sin and death. God
with you or another
teacher if they
planned to send Jesus to earth, and it wasn’t a secret
have questions.
plan. He spoke through the prophets. God’s plan was
perfect; He never had to change it. Everything God
said about Jesus’ birth came true.
OPTION 2:
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Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
praising God for giving people hope by promising to send
Jesus and for keeping His promise.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Prophecy Match”
on the activity page.

Christmas

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Prophecy Match”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 2

Angels Spoke to
Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT:
God chose Mary and Joseph to be
Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

Younger Kids Page 36

Younger Kids Page 38

Younger Kids Page 44

Older Kids Page 48

Older Kids Page 50

Older Kids Page 56

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
People had been waiting a long time for Jesus. God hinted at His coming
in the garden of Eden when He promised a seed to conquer the serpent.
(Gen. 3:15) The prophets told of His coming hundreds of years before
His birth. God was working out His plan to bring His people back to
Himself.
In the Bible, God sometimes used angels to communicate His message to
people. Angels spoke to Abraham in Genesis 18. The Angel of the Lord
spoke to Balaam in Numbers 22. Now Mary and Joseph, the earthly
parents of Jesus, each received a special visit from an angel to announce
the birth of God’s promised Messiah.
The angel Gabriel’s announcement to Mary surprised her. By His grace,
God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus. The angel’s message revealed
much about this promised child.
First, He would be great; He would be the Son of the Most High. Jesus
is the Son of God, and the Lord God promised to give Him the throne
of His father David. These words fulfilled the prophecy given to David
in 2 Samuel 7:12-16. He would reign over the house of Jacob forever.
His kingdom would have no end.
The good news that Jesus was coming into the world was good news
because of why He was coming. An angel revealed Jesus’ purpose to
Joseph in Matthew 1:21, “He will save his people from their sins.” The
gospel is the good news of what God has done for us through Christ.
The announcement of Jesus’ birth is not the beginning of the gospel;
God had planned for this moment since before the beginning of time.
(See Eph. 1:3-10.) Help the kids you teach understand that God’s plan
has always been to save sinners and bring them back to Himself. Jesus,
whose name means “Yahweh saves,” is the culmination of that plan.

Christmas
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The BIBLE Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
Matthew 1; Luke 1
One day, God sent an angel named Gabriel to a town called
Nazareth. The angel went to visit a young virgin named Mary. She was
engaged to be married to Joseph, a descendant of King David.
The angel said to Mary, “Rejoice! You have found
favor with God. He is with you.” Mary was
very afraid and puzzled. Why would
God find favor with her? She had
done nothing special.
“Do not be afraid,” the
angel said. Then he told Mary
that she was going to have
a very special and unique
baby, and they would call
the baby Jesus, which means
“the Lord saves.” The angel
explained that the baby
would be great—He would
be God’s Son! He would even
be a king—the king God had
promised would come.
Mary asked the angel, “How
can that happen? I am not married
yet.” The angel replied, “God will be
the father of the baby. The baby will be
God’s Son.”
Then the angel told Mary, “Nothing will be
impossible with God!” He said that Mary’s relative Elizabeth was
pregnant, even though she was old and did not have any children.
“May everything happen just as you said,” Mary replied. Then
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Bible
the angel left her.
Storytelling Tips
Mary hurried to her relative Elizabeth’s house. When
she arrived, the baby inside Elizabeth leaped for joy!
• Doodle it: Use a
dry erase board or
Mary was so happy. She praised God with a song
chalkboard to make
about how great God is. God was keeping His promise
stick figures or
to bless the whole world through Jesus.
other simple shapes
Mary stayed with Elizabeth for three months. Then
to represents the
characters and events
she went home.
of the story.
Now Joseph found out Mary was going to have a
• Use dramatic
baby, but Joseph knew it was not his baby—Mary and
dialogue: Vary
your tone of voice,
Joseph were not married yet! Joseph decided to quietly
posture, and position
break his engagement with Mary so she would not be
to create the illusion
publicly disgraced.
that you are multiple
Soon after Joseph thought these things, an angel
characters. Move back
and forth when two
appeared to him in a dream.
different characters
“Joseph!” the angel said. “Don’t be afraid to take
speak to each other
Mary as your wife, because the baby she is carrying was
to make it and vary
your tone of voice to
put there by the Holy Spirit. Mary is going to have a son;
distinguish between
name Him Jesus because He is going to save His people
the angel, Mary, and
from their sins!”
Elizabeth.
This happened just like the prophet said it would: “See,
the virgin will become pregnant and give birth to a son, and
they will name Him Immanuel,” which is translated “God
with us.” When Joseph woke up, he did exactly as the
angel commanded. He married Mary, and when she had
a son, Joseph named Him Jesus.

Christ Connection: The baby Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s
prophecy, as well as other Old Testament prophecies, about the
coming Savior. Through His life, death, and resurrection, Jesus
fulfilled God’s plan of redemption that God planned before the
world began.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about the most
special job they have ever been trusted to do.
SAY • It feels pretty good when someone trusts you with
a special job, doesn’t it? Sometimes, if the job is
important enough, it can make us feel a little nervous
or afraid we might make a mistake. Today we will
hear about a man and woman who were chosen for a
very important job.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Vowel Swap”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Vowel Swap” activity page.
Kids will use the code to add the vowels back into the
sentence before crossing out each word that begins with I,
O, or U.
SAY • God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly
parents. Why do you think God chose them? Do
you think it was because of their super holy lifestyle?
Do you think it was to show the world how great
they were? We’ll learn more about that soon!
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Session starter (10 minutes)
Who would you choose?
Invite kids to answer the following questions. Kids should
choose anyone in the world, living or dead. Discuss why
each kid chose the person she chose.
• If you were the captain of the football team, who
would you choose to be your quarterback?
• If you were the president, who would you choose to
be your vice president?
• If you were going to an amusement park, who would
you choose to go with you?
• If you could go skydiving with anyone, who would
you choose to jump with you?
SAY • There’s a lot to consider when picking a person to do
a job. Today we will learn that God chose Mary and
Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
OPTION 1:

Brown bag gift
Before class, place a few pieces of candy in a small box and
wrap it with plain brown paper. Then take a few pebbles
and place them in a colorful gift bag with tissue paper.
Invite kids to speculate what they think might be in each of
the gifts. Choose a volunteer to choose a gift to open. If he
chooses the bag with the rocks, allow a second kid to open
the other gift. Then give a few pieces of candy to each kid.
SAY • It is tempting to choose a gift based on how it looks.
God doesn’t work that way. God chose unlikely
people—not the most powerful or most wealthy—to
be the earthly parents of His Son.
OPTION 2:

• individually wrapped
candies
• box
• brown paper
• pebbles
• colorful gift bag
• Allergy Alert
download

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH THE STORY
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• cookie cutters
• jar of jam
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing an apron and carrying cookie cutters
and an unopened jar of jam.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! As you can see, I’m still making
Christmas cookies. Last week I made megaphone
cookies. This week I’m making cookies that seem
simple, maybe even a tad boring. But they won’t be
completely boring; they will have a special surprise in
the middle!
You see, I’m going to make plain round circle
cookies, but then I will press a small dent in the
middle and place a small dab of jam in the center.
Then I’ll place another boring round cookie over top
and squish the edges together. When I bake them,
they will just look like thick round cookies, but
anyone who bites in will find a wonderful, gooey
surprise. These cookies remind me of our Bible story
for this week. We will learn about people who were
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very ordinary, but God chose to use them to do
something extraordinary!

Big picture question (1 minute)
• Last week we learned a new big picture
question. It’s an important question to answer for
the Christmas season, especially so we don’t get
distracted from the real reason to celebrate. Why was
Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin. It’s
important that while we celebrate Christmas we do
not lose sight of God’s plan to save us. Jesus birth is
important because of why God sent Him to earth as
a human baby.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as • Giant Timeline
you review.
LEADER • As I mentioned earlier, we have been talking
about God’s plan to send Jesus to rescue us from sin.
God made this plan even before the moment sin
entered the world and separated all people from God.
Last week, we learned that God did not keep His
plan secret. God’s prophets told people about Jesus’
birth. Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came
true. Our Bible story is called “Angels Spoke to Mary
• Bibles
and Joseph.”
• “Angels Spoke to

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Matthew 1; Luke 1. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Angels Spoke to Mary
and Joseph.”

Christmas

Mary and Joseph”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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• Can you imagine how frightened Mary must
have been when the angel appeared to her? At that
time, God’s people had waited for about 400 years
without a prophet or a message from God. God
said at the end of the Old Testament that the next
prophet would prepare the way for the Messiah.
The angel’s message took Mary by surprise, but
she knew God had promised to send a Messiah to
rescue them. Mary trusted God to do what He said
He would do. She must have felt pretty amazed.
She was an ordinary girl, and God chose her for an
extraordinary task.
Joseph had his own experience with an angel.
When Joseph learned that Mary was going to have a
baby, he may have felt upset. They were not married
yet, and no one had ever had a baby come from the
Holy Spirit before. It’s possible that Joseph did not
believe Mary’s story about the angel. At first, Joseph
did not want to become Mary’s husband anymore,
but then the angel came to him in a dream to explain
things. The baby in Mary’s belly truly was God’s Son,
and the Holy Spirit really did put Him there. Joseph
also trusted the message the angel told him. God
chose Mary and Joseph to be the earthly parents
of Jesus.

LEADER

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
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Christ connection
• The baby Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy, as
well as other Old Testament prophecies, about
the coming Savior. Through His life, death, and
resurrection, Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of redemption
that God planned before the world began.

LEADER
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 2” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about the talents and skills God has
given them. Guide them to discuss ways they can use their
ordinary abilities to give God glory and share the gospel.

• “Christmas,
Session 2” questions
from kids video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Show the “Scripture Songs” missions video.
• I keep thinking about how brave Joseph had to
be to follow the angel’s instructions even though it
could cause people to think poorly of him. It can be
really hard to do what God has called us to do. That
is why I am thankful for missionaries who share the
message of Jesus around the world. And remember,
you don’t have to be missionary or an angel to tell
others about Jesus right where you are!

LEADER

• “Scripture Songs”
mission video

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • God showed us His love for us. God sent His
one and only Son to save us from sin, which is the
greatest show of love we could ever see. As we learn
more about Christmas, let’s memorize this key
passage to help us remember God’s great love.

Sing (4 minutes)
• I love learning about Jesus! Let’s take some time
to sing together and celebrate how God sent Jesus.
Jesus brings us comfort and joy!
Sing together Christmas songs of your choice.
LEADER

Christmas

• Key Passage Poster

• Christmas songs of
your choice
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Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for revealing Your love for us by
sending Jesus to save us from sin. Help us love You
and trust You. You can do all things and always do
what is best. Help us trust You as Mary and Joseph
trusted You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas stocking
• paper
• marker

Write the words of the key passage on several small pieces
of paper. Fold up the pieces of paper and put them in a
Christmas stocking. Instruct each kid to reach into the
stocking and grab a piece of paper. When a kid grabs a
piece of paper, guide her to unfold the paper and place it
on the table. Keep this going until there are no more pieces
of paper in the stocking. Once all of the papers are on the
table, help the kids put them in the right order. After they
have put the verses in order, read the verses aloud.
SAY • Different people may describe love in different ways.
The Bible tells us that God revealed His love for us
by sending Jesus into the world. Apart from Jesus,
we are dead in our sin. Our key passage reminds us
that God sent Jesus that we might live through Him.
What a wonderful way for God to show us His love.

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
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Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids use the table of
contents to find Matthew 1:18-24 and Luke 1:26-56. Ask
the kids which Testament and division Matthew and Luke
are in. (New Testament, Gospels)
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Whom did God choose to be Jesus’ earthly mother?
(Mary, Luke 1:27-33)
2. Whom did God choose to be Jesus’ earthly father?
(Joseph, Matt. 1:16)
3. How did Mary and Joseph respond when God
told them He had chosen them? (They obeyed God,
Matt. 1:24; Luke 1:38)
4. Do you think it would have been easy or hard for
Mary and Joseph to trust God? Guide kids to discuss
the faith that Mary and Joseph showed. Remind them
that there is nothing easy about being a parent, but that
God always does what is best.
5. Why do you think God chose ordinary people to be
Jesus’ parents? Guide kids to see that when God uses
ordinary people, it shows His power. Mary and Joseph
could not have done God’s plan on their own. They
needed God’s strength to help them.
6. How does it make you feel to know that God can,
and often does, use ordinary people in His amazing
plans? Guide kids to discuss the amazing truth that
God can use each of them to do amazing things for His
kingdom. He has a plan for them, and His plans always
come true.
SAY • Mary was an ordinary girl chosen by God to be
the mother of His one and only Son. The task was
extraordinary, but Mary trusted God.
An angel assured Joseph that Mary’s baby was from
God. The angel told Joseph to be Mary’s husband
and name the baby Jesus. God chose Mary and
Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.

Christmas

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Scripture songwriters
Write the following steps on a dry erase board or
chalkboard where the kids can see them. Go through the
steps with your kids to write your own Scripture songs.
Steps:
1. Gather your group: Form three or four groups of kids.
2. Pray: Lead kids in a brief prayer, asking God to guide
them as they create a song.
3. Read the Scripture: Allow groups to choose a verse or
passage from Luke 1:46-55.
4. Make the song: Suggest kids fit their chosen Scripture
to a new or familiar tune.
5. Evaluate the song: Encourage kids to practice the song
two or three times and see how they like it.
6. Polish the song: Prompt the group to make any
desired changes to the song.
7. Give thanks to God for the new song He gave you:
Instruct kids to say a brief prayer of thanksgiving.
8. Share the song with others: Allow groups to sing their
song with the class.
SAY • Missionaries are followers of Jesus who are sent out
to make more followers of Jesus among the nations
and peoples of the earth. One missionary, Quinn,
helps new believers learn God’s Word by creating a
Scripture song. Now that we know the steps, we can
make Scripture songs whenever we want! Songs are
a great way to help us learn God’s Word and share it
with others. Whom can you sing your new Scripture
song to this week?
OPTION 1:

• dry erase board or
chalkboard
• markers or chalk

Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

46

Younger Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 2

Deliver the message
Invite kids to sit in a circle with you. Whisper in the ear
of the kid at your right a special message, such as the story
point or big picture question and answer. He will whisper
in the ear of the kid next to him, who will whisper in the
ear of the next kid. Continue around the circle until the
message reaches the last kid, who will stand up and say the
message aloud.
SAY • Each one of you got to deliver a message to your
friends. Does that remind you of anyone from our
story? Just like you delivered my message, the angel
delivered God’s message to Mary and Joseph. And do
you remember that message? God chose Mary and
Joseph to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
OPTION 2:

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a journal sheet to each child. Ask the kids to
write about or draw a picture to answer the following
questions:
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the journal sheets home with kids
alongside the activity page so that parents can see what their
kids have been learning.
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
session. Pray for your group.

Christmas

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring
Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to describe how they
prefer to communicate with someone when they have a
message to share. Does the way they would communicate
change based on the type of message? For example, do kids
prefer to send birthday invitations through ordinary mail or
email? Would they ask their parents a question in person or
through text message?
SAY • Today we are going to hear about a time God
communicated to people for the first time in
hundreds of years. I wonder how He did it.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Be the Artist”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete “Be the Artist” on the activity page.
SAY • The Bible story we are going to hear today is a
surprising story. God spoke through an angel to tell
Mary and Joseph that they were going to be parents
of a special baby. God’s plan was perfect!
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Session starter (10 minutes)
An important message
Instruct kids to form a circle and sit on the floor. Invite
them to play the telephone game. Begin the game by
whispering a lengthy message to the first player. The player
will whisper the message to the kid to her right. Kids will
continue whispering the message around the circle until
the message reaches the last player. Ask the last player to
announce what message he heard. Consider these messages:
• Jesus will be holy, and He will be called God’s Son.
• When the baby comes, name Him Jesus. He will save
His people from their sins.
SAY • Today we are going to hear a story from the Bible
about special messages Mary and Joseph heard. Each
message was delivered by an angel.
OPTION 1:

Christmas name search
Write the names Mary, Joseph, Jesus, Zechariah, Gabriel, and
Elizabeth on a piece of paper. Cut apart all the letters. Mix
up each set and form six teams. Give each team a set of
letters to unscramble.
Challenge boys and girls to find six names from the
Bible. After a few minutes, allow teams to open their Bibles
to Luke 1 and scan the chapter for possible names. Review
names to see which ones each team found correctly.
SAY • Each of these people had a special role in the big
picture of God’s story. In today’s Bible story, God
had an important message to communicate to some
of these people about their part in His plan.
OPTION 2:

• paper
• marker
• Bibles

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• odd-shaped toy
• wrapping paper
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters carrying an odd-shaped toy and a roll of
wrapping paper.]
LEADER • Hey, everyone! I’m [your name]. I am sure glad to
see you. I have a problem. [Hold up the toy and the
wrapping paper.] You see, I am trying to wrap this gift
for one of my friends, but I just can’t do it! [Tear off a
piece of wrapping paper and struggle to get it around the
toy.] Ugh! This is impossible!
Raise your hand if you have trouble wrapping gifts.
I see. I’m glad I’m not the only one. If you are good
at wrapping, I will have to get some pointers from
you later. [Set aside the gift.] I am really excited to tell
you about our Bible story today. This story is about
something that happened before Jesus was born—
something that seemed impossible! But as we will
see, nothing is impossible with God.
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Big picture question (1 minute)
• Last week, we learned this big picture question:
Why was Jesus born? Now that’s a great question.
If you were here last week, you might remember the
answer. I’m going to say the answer, and then we will
say the question and answer together.
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin. Let’s say it
together. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to
rescue us from sin.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • Throughout the Old Testament, God told His
people, “One day, I will send My Son.” Over and
over God revealed, “Jesus is coming.” Will you say
that phrase with me? We will start with a whisper
and then say it in a normal voice. On the third time,
we will shout it! Ready? Jesus is coming, Jesus is
coming, Jesus is coming!
God’s people understood that a Messiah was
coming, but they did not know when He would
come. In today’s Bible story, God sent an angel with
a special announcement about when the Messiah
would come.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Matthew 1; Luke 1. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Angels Spoke to Mary
and Joseph.”
LEADER • God had been working out His plan to send

Christmas

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Angels Spoke to
Mary and Joseph”
video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
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a Savior to rescue people from sin. He told the
prophets in the Old Testament that the Messiah was
coming. Hundreds of years later, in a town called
Nazareth, God sent an angel to talk to Mary and
Joseph.
Mary and Joseph were not married yet, but they
planned to be. God chose Mary and Joseph to be
Jesus’ earthly parents. God sent the angel Gabriel
to talk to Mary. Would you be surprised if an angel
appeared and started talking to you? Mary was
surprised. She had not done anything special to
deserve God’s favor, but the angel said God was
happy with her and that she would have a baby—
God’s own Son.
Mary wasn’t sure how this would happen, but the
angel said God would do a miracle. Mary knew it
was an honor to be Jesus’ mother, and she praised
God.
Now Joseph found out that Mary was going to
have a baby. He thought about canceling his plans
to marry Mary, but then an angel spoke to him in
a dream. The angel told Joseph that it was OK to
marry Mary because God performed a miracle, and
the baby would be God’s Son. The angel told Joseph
to give the baby the name Jesus, which means “God
saves,” because He would save people from their sins.

Christ connection
• Incredible! God’s plan was happening. Joseph
woke up and did what the angel said. He and Mary
became husband and wife, and when the baby was
born, they named Him Jesus. Jesus is the One God

LEADER
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had promised throughout the Old Testament to
send. The baby Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy, as
well as other Old Testament prophecies, about the
coming Savior.
God’s plan all along was to rescue people from sin
and death. Through His life, death, and resurrection,
Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of redemption. Why was
Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 2” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about ways God has gifted them
with unique skills or talents. Guide them to discuss some
ordinary things about themselves that God can use for
His glory.

“Christmas,
Session 2” questions
from kids video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Show the “Scripture Songs” missions video.
• “Scripture Songs”
missions video
LEADER • I keep thinking about how brave Mary and
Joseph had to be to follow the angel’s instructions,
even though it could cause people to think poorly of
them. It can be really hard to do what God has called
us to do. That is why I am thankful for missionaries
who obey God and share the message of Jesus around
the world. We can tell others about Jesus wherever
we are!

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • We needed a Rescuer to save us from our sins. At
just the right time, God sent His Son into the world.
Jesus was the Rescuer God had promised to send.
Christmas

• Key Passage Poster
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Sing (4 minutes)
• worship song of your
choice
• Bible

Open your Bible and read aloud Jeremiah 32:17.
LEADER • God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’
earthly parents. He used Mary, an ordinary girl, to
bring His Son into the world. Nothing is impossible
for God! Let’s praise Him now with a song.
Sing together any worship song of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, we thank You that You always had a plan
to save us from our sin. From the beginning, You
promised to send a Rescuer. Thank You for Your
Son, Jesus. Thank You that You always keep Your
promises. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Angels Spoke to Mary and Joseph
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 1; Luke 1
STORY POINT: God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Key Passage Poster

Display the key passage poster and lead kids to read aloud
Galatians 4:4-5. Then divide the verse into three parts
where there are natural breaks. Prompt kids to say the first
part and then hop to the right, say the second part and then
hop to the left, and then say the third part and hop back to
center. Repeat two or three times.
SAY • We know that God loves us. He showed us His love
by sending Jesus. When we trust in Him, we have
forgiveness and eternal life.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Bibles, 1 per kid
Story Point Poster
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Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to Luke 1. Explain to kids that the Book of Luke is one of
the Gospels—the first four books in the New Testament
that tell about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. A
physician named Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke and the
Book of Acts. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Luke 1:38.
SAY • When God chose Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’
earthly parents, Mary wanted to do God’s plan. You
see, even though Jesus is God the Son, He came to
earth as a baby. He was fully God and fully human.
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God chose Mary and Joseph to take care of Jesus and
raise Him. I wonder if Mary and Joseph realized how
special their Son would be. Why was Jesus born?
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. How did Mary and Joseph show faith in today’s
story? Lead kids to recognize that Mary humbly
submitted to God’s plan and praised Him with a song.
Joseph believed the angel’s words and married Mary.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Heb. 11:1.)
2. If God doesn’t do something, does that mean He
can’t? Is anything impossible for God? Encourage kids
to explain their answers. Emphasize that nothing is
impossible for God. God can do all things according to
His character.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Jer. 32:17.)
3. In what ways is it hard for you to trust and obey
Jesus? Invite kids to share their thoughts. Explain that
trusting and obeying Jesus requires us to recognize Him
as the Lord of our life.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 6:46.)

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Create a Scripture song
Before the session, list the eight italicized steps on a
dry erase board or large paper where kids can see them.
SAY • Missionaries are followers of Jesus who are sent out
to make more followers of Jesus among the nations
and peoples of the earth. One missionary, Quinn,
helps new believers learn God’s Word by creating a
Scripture song. Let’s follow the eight steps Quinn
uses to create a Scripture song of our own.
OPTION 1:

Christmas

• dry erase board or
large sheet of paper
• marker
• Bibles
• paper and pencils
(optional)
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Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

1. Gather your group: Form three or four groups of kids.
2. Pray: Lead kids in a brief prayer, asking God to guide
them as they create a song.
3. Read the Scripture: Allow groups to choose a verse or
passage from Luke 1:46-55.
4. Make the song: Suggest kids fit their chosen Scripture
to a new or familiar tune.
5. Evaluate the song: Encourage kids to practice the song
two or three times to see how they like it.
6. Polish the song: Prompt the group to make any
desired changes to the song.
7. Give thanks to God for the new song He gave you:
Instruct kids to say a brief prayer of thanksgiving.
8. Share the song with others: Allow groups to sing their
song with the class.
SAY • Great work, everyone! The Bible tells us how Mary
reacted when she found out she was going to be
Jesus’ mother: she praised God with a song! Songs are
a great way to share the good news about Jesus.

Christmas drawing game
Play
a
drawing
and guessing game. Before class, write
• dry erase board or
large sheet of paper Christmas-themed words or phrases on index cards, enough
• markers
for several rounds of play. Suggested words or phrases:
• timer
Christmas, gifts, angels, stable, Mary, Elizabeth, Joseph, wise
• index cards
men, Bethlehem, shepherds, good news, Jesus
Form two groups; assign one group to be team A and
one group to be team B. The first player on team A will
come to the board or chart paper and select an index card.
Give the player a few seconds to look over the card and
think of what she will draw.
When she is ready, start the timer. She has one minute
OPTION 2:

58

Older Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 2

to draw pictures so that her team may guess the word or
phrase she is depicting. If her team is unable to guess the
word or phrase when the timer runs out, the opposing team
has the chance to guess.
Teams get five points for each correct guess. The first
player on team B draws next. Play as time allows.
SAY • Wow! You all did a great job. Was it easy or difficult
to play this game? Today we learned that God chose
Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents. That
is a big responsibility! It probably wasn’t easy, but
Mary said she wanted to be part of God’s plan.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
praising God for doing what is impossible for us to do.
Thank Him for bringing salvation into the world through
His Son, Jesus.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Secret Message”
on the activity page. Kids should use the key to decode the
secret message.
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• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Secret Message”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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Use Week of:

Christmas • Session 3

Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT:
Jesus was born to bring peace
between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

Younger Kids Page 64

Younger Kids Page 66

Younger Kids Page 72

Older Kids Page 76

Older Kids Page 78

Older Kids Page 84

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
From the moment sin entered the world, its consequences were obvious.
God’s people were separated from Him; they did not enjoy the intimate
relationship with their Creator for which He had created them. People
were affected by sickness and pain. Corruption spread quickly throughout
the earth. The situation seemed hopeless, yet God did not leave His people
without hope.
It was into this hopelessness that God spoke. Hundreds of messages came
through the prophets concerning a coming Messiah—One who would
rescue people from their sins. But when would this Promised One come?
How would He come? Would the people recognize Him?
The prophet Isaiah—who lived hundreds of years before Jesus was born—
spoke specifically of the Messiah’s birth. Isaiah told King Ahaz what the
Lord would do. “The virgin will conceive, have a son, and name him
Immanuel” (Isa. 7:14). He described the birth of a “Prince of Peace”—a
Son of David who will reign forever. (Isa. 9:6-7) Isaiah said that He would
be a King! (Isa. 11:1-5)
Everything God said about Jesus’ birth came true. Hundreds of years later,
Jesus was born into the world. After Jesus was born, Mary laid Him in a
manger. A king in a manger! It was so unlikely. But Jesus was no ordinary
baby. He was God’s Son, sent in the most humble of positions. He “did
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many” (Matt. 20:28).
God’s plan to rescue people from sin was not a secret plan. God gave
His people hope: a Savior is coming. Though death came through Adam,
life comes through Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) Through His death on the
cross, Jesus finished the work for our salvation. In Him lies our hope of
forgiveness and eternal life. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, reconciles to God
everyone who trusts in Him.

Christmas
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The BIBLE Story
Jesus Was Born
Isaiah 9; Luke 2
When sin entered the world, peace between God and people
was broken. But God promised to send a Rescuer. Many years later,
Isaiah the prophet said, “A child will be born for us, a son will be
given to us! He will be called the Prince of Peace.” Isaiah
said the Prince of Peace would be from Galilee.
God chose to send His Son, Jesus, to
earth as a baby, and He chose Mary
to be Jesus’ mother.
During the time Mary was
pregnant with Baby Jesus,
the Roman emperor, Caesar
Augustus, announced that
everyone needed to be
registered for a census.
Every person traveled to the
town where his family was
from. Mary was engaged to
Joseph. Since Joseph was a
descendant of King David, he
and Mary left their home in
Nazareth of Galilee and traveled
to Bethlehem, the city of David.
While they were there, the time
came for Mary to have her baby. Mary
and Joseph looked for a safe place for Mary to
have her baby, but every place was full because of all
the people who were in town to be counted.
So Mary and Joseph found a place where animals were kept, and
that is where Mary had her baby. She wrapped Baby Jesus tightly in
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cloth, and she laid Him in a manger.
In the same region, some shepherds were staying out
in the fields and watching their sheep to protect them
from thieves and predators. All of a sudden, an angel of
the Lord stood before them. A bright light shone around
the shepherds, and they were terrified!
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid! I have
very good news for you: Today a Savior, who is Messiah
the Lord, was born for you in the city of David.”
Then the angel said, “You will find a baby wrapped
tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” A king in a manger?
That was no place for a king!
All of a sudden, many angels appeared, praising God
and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
peace on earth to people He favors!”
So the shepherds went straight to Bethlehem to find
Baby Jesus. They found Mary and Joseph, and the baby
who was lying in the feeding trough. The shepherds went
and told others about the baby Jesus.
Everyone who heard about Jesus was surprised
and amazed. Mary thought about everything that was
happening and tried to understand it.
The shepherds returned to their fields, praising God
because everything had happened just as the angel had said.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Use props: Show
nativity figures and
move them around as
you tell the story.
• Use lighting
effects: Dim the
lights to tell the story.
Use a soft spotlight
on yourself. Shine a
bright light when the
angel appears to the
shepherds.

Christ Connection: The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus
was not an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent to earth
from heaven. Jesus came into the world to bring peace between
people and God. He came to save people from their sins and to
be their King.

Christmas
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INTRODUCE the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect

Tip: Be sensitive to
kids who don’t know the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
much about their connect to your group. Prompt kids to discuss what they
birth families or
know about when and where they were born.
come from difficult
SAY • In modern times, many people are born in hospitals.
situations.

In the past, it was more common for babies to be
born at home. One thing is for sure, being born in a
place where animals are kept and then being laid in a
manager would have been unusual at any time!

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Travel to Bethlehem”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Travel to Bethlehem” activity
page. Instruct kids to complete the maze to guide Mary and
Joseph to Bethlehem.
SAY • Great job with those mazes! You helped Mary and
Joseph find their way to Bethlehem. Today we will
hear about the time Jesus was born. His mother and
her soon-to-be-husband traveled very far from their
home before Jesus was born. Why do you think they
traveled so far? We will learn more soon, but it all has
to do with God’s plan!
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Session starter (10 minutes)
Where would you find ... ?
Print the “They Belong” printable and cut apart the
different cards. Draw cards one at a time and show them to
the kids. Ask the kids to describe where you would expect
to find each person. Make sure you end by showing the
prince card.
SAY • The Bible tells us that Jesus is the Prince of Peace.
You might think that as a prince, Jesus belongs in a
castle or a beautiful palace. However, we know that
Jesus was born in a place where animals are kept,
and He was laid in a manger, where animals eat their
food. What do you think it sounded like, or smelled
like, in the stable?
OPTION 1:

Baby show-and-tell
Place into a large brown bag items used when caring for
a baby, such as a bottle, pacifier, outlet protector, rattle,
teething ring, or other items. Let the kids take turns pulling
one item from the bag and explaining what it’s used for,
or guessing what it’s used for if he or she does not know.
Try to include enough items for each kid to have a turn
withdrawing an item and explaining its use.
SAY • Taking care of a baby is a lot of work, and we have
lots of different products that can help us take care of
babies. Today we will learn about Jesus when He was
a baby. Do you think His earthly mother or father
used any of these items?

• “They Belong”
printable
• scissors

OPTION 2:

• large brown bag
• baby bottle
• pacifier
• outlet protector
• rattle
• teething ring
• other baby items

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing an apron and oven mits.]
LEADER • Hello and merry Christmas! Welcome back!
This is a very busy time of year for me. There are so
many different and delicious treats that people make
around the holidays. Today, I am working on a recipe
that my friend gave me to try. It’s for a special kind
of sweet bread called potica (po-TEET-sah).
Potica comes from Central Europe, and many
different varieties can be found depending on where
the recipe comes from. One thing they usually have
in common is a filling made of honey and ground
walnuts. Traditionally, potica is made to enjoy
around Christmas or Easter. My good friend was
telling me about how his mom makes it every year.
He said it’s his favorite Christmas treat.
So far, I’m finding it pretty challenging. You have
to roll the dough thin—paper thin! Then you spread
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a layer of the walnut filling over the whole thing and
carefully roll it up. Then you can cut it into loaves or
place the roll into a round cake pan to bake. When
it’s done, you slice it to show all the beautiful spirals
of sweet bread and filling. I’m struggling to get the
dough thin enough without tearing, but even the
not-so-glamorous looking results taste amazing.
You know, speaking of something amazing that
didn’t look glamorous, I’d like to talk to you about
Jesus’ birth. After all, it’s the reason for the season!

Big picture question (1 minute)
• We’ve been studying a big picture question for
the past few weeks. Does anyone remember it? [Allow
responses.] Right! Why was Jesus born? Jesus was
born to rescue us from sin.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline.
• Giant Timeline
LEADER • You may remember that we have been learning
about God’s plan to send Jesus to earth to rescue us
from sin. We learned that everything God prophesied
about Jesus in the Old Testament happened just
as He said it would. Then we learned that God
chose two ordinary people, Mary and Joseph, for an
extraordinary task: to be the earthly parents of Jesus.
• Bibles
Today’s story is called “Jesus Was Born.”
• “Jesus Was Born”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Isaiah 9; Luke 2. Use the Bible
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the
story, or show the Bible story video “Jesus Was Born.”

Christmas

video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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• Sin has messed up every part of God’s creation.
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God and ate the
forbidden fruit, their relationship with God broke.
Their relationship with each other broke. Their
relationship with nature broke. But God did not
leave Adam and Eve without hope. He promised that
one day a descendant of Eve would rescue the world
from the pain and sadness of sin.
But when would He arrive? God promised to give
Abraham a son, but Isaac was not the Messiah. Jacob
was blessed by God too, but he was not the Messiah.
Joseph was Jacob’s favored son who saved his family,
but he was not the Messiah either. Years passed and
the Messiah had not come. Eventually, a prophet
named Isaiah wrote about the Messiah. He said
that the Messiah would be the Prince of Peace. That
meant the Messiah would provide the way to fix the
relationships sin had broken.
Many years after Isaiah wrote those words, Jesus
was born into the world. Although He is God’s Son,
the Prince of Peace, Jesus was not born into a fancy
palace or glamorous lifestyle. Even so, His birth was
amazing. Angels sang out to proclaim His arrival.
The Messiah had finally come! Jesus was born to
bring peace between God and people.

LEADER

Note: You may use
this opportunity to
use Scripture and
the guide provided
to explain how to
become a Christian.
Make sure kids
know when and
where they can ask
questions.
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Christ connection
• The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was not
an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent to earth
from heaven. Jesus came into the world to bring
peace between people and God. He came to save
people from their sins and to be their King.

LEADER
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After coming into the world as a human baby,
Jesus grew up. He lived a perfect life without sin and
died the death we deserve. On the third day, Jesus
rose from the dead to prove that He had defeated sin.
When we believe in Him, God forgives us and makes
us right with Him.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 3” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about why God did not send Jesus
right away. Guide them to discuss what makes waiting
difficult. How can we learn to wait more patiently?

• “Christmas,
Session 3” questions
from kids video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Invite a group of volunteers to come up and put
• Bible times clothing
• baby doll
on Bible times clothing. Assign a girl to be Mary, a boy to
be Joseph, and a few kids to be shepherds. The rest of the
kids will be angels. Help the kids act out the Christmas
story. Then talk to the kids about creative ways, like a Bible
story skit, that they can tell their friends about what they
have been learning in church. Encourage the class to think
outside the box. They could paint a scene from a Bible story
to give away, write a song about God’s goodness to sing, or
something else.
LEADER • The gospel is the best news ever. As long as you
are telling the truth about God’s love and mercy,
there’s no wrong way to share it! Missionaries
often look for new ways to reach people. One of
Jesus’ followers, Paul, said that he wanted to reach
as many people as he could in any way he could.
(1 Cor. 9:19-23) We can live on mission too by
sharing the gospel with those we meet and showing
them God’s love.
Christmas
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Key passage (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Jesus was born to bring peace between God
and people. Our key passage is a reminder that Jesus’
birth was the first step toward His fulfilling God’s
plan. Because of Jesus, we can be adopted as sons and
daughters of God!

Sing (4 minutes)
• Christmas songs of
your choice

• God wants us to be free from sin. He sent His
Son to earth to die for our sin. When we believe in
Jesus, God forgives our sin and leads us to be more
like Jesus each day!
Sing together Christmas songs of your choice.
LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for sending Jesus to bring
peace. Nothing we can offer You can earn Your love,
but we praise You for loving us anyway. Help us live
each day for Your glory. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster

Display the key passage poster and read it with the kids
a few times. Cover the poster and challenge volunteers
to say the passage from memory. Praise each kid’s efforts
and encourage all of them to continue trying to memorize
it. Then work with the kids to put the words of the key
passage to the tune of a popular Christmas song. Sing the
passage together.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that at just the right
time, God sent Jesus in a unique way. The sinless Son
of God was born of an ordinary woman. Jesus was
born to bring peace between God and people.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find Isaiah 9 and
Luke 2. Discuss the differences between the Old Testament
and the New Testament, and ask the kids which of the two
books are in each testament. Help them understand that
Isaiah is part of the Major Prophets and Luke is one of the
Gospels. Remind the kids why we have Bible divisions.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Isaiah said the Rescuer would be called the Prince of
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what? (peace, Isa. 9:6)
2. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem? (to
be counted in a census, Luke 2:15)
3. What did the angels say after telling the shepherds
where to find Jesus? (Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and peace on earth to people He favors;
Luke 2:14)
4. What does it mean to have peace between God and
people? Guide kids to discuss the way Adam and Eve
related to God before sin, without guilt, shame, or fear.
Talk about how sin separates people from God, and help
them understand that peace between God and people
means people can relate to God the way they did before
sin entered the world.
5. How did Jesus provide peace between God and
people? Discuss why Jesus died on the cross and how
He offered His sinless life to provide us with eternal life
with God. Discuss why a sacrifice was needed and how
Jesus’ sacrifice was perfect. Remind the kids that those
who believe in Jesus are declared righteous by God. We
are not punished for our sins if we are in Christ because
Jesus took the punishment we deserved.
6. Why do you think Jesus came to earth as a baby with
normal parents instead of a baby with royal, wealthy,
and powerful parents? Guide kids to see that Jesus came
to earth not to set up an earthly kingdom, but to rescue
people from sin and prepare the way for God’s heavenly
kingdom. Help them see that Isaiah’s prophecy about
Jesus being a ruler will be fully accomplished when Jesus
returns to destroy all sin.

Christmas
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
• craft sticks
• scissors
• yarn or twine
• glue
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

Decoration sensation
Provide each kid with three craft sticks and two
6-inch lengths of yarn or twine. Help the kids cut one craft
stick in half to use as a cross piece on the other two full-size
sticks. Use a dab of glue to stick the pieces together to make
two crosses. Then help the kids wrap the yarn over the
intersections of the two sticks, leaving enough slack to tie a
loop from which the ornament could be hung.
SAY • When we think of Christmas, we usually think of
Jesus as a baby. But the best part of Christmas is
knowing that Jesus did not stay a baby. He grew up.
He lived a perfect life and died on the cross to pay
for our sin. You made two cross ornaments. You
can keep one for yourself and give the other to a
friend. When you give the second one away, use it
as a chance to share the whole story of the gospel,
including Jesus’ birth, death, and resurrection!
OPTION 1:

Peacemakers
Provide the kids with different scenarios. Ask the kids what
it might look like to make peace in each scenario, and invite
a few volunteers to roleplay the scenarios.
Suggested scenarios:
Option: Review the
gospel with boys
• You have two friends who are upset with each other
and girls. Explain
because one played a mean trick on the other.
that kids are
•
Your brother took your favorite game without asking
welcome to speak
and lost many of the pieces needed to play it.
with you or another
teacher if they
• New neighbors moved in next door. They have a kid
have questions.
about your age, but she doesn’t know Jesus.
SAY • Jesus was born to bring peace between God and
people. When we believe that Jesus is God’s Son
OPTION 2:
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who died on the cross for our sins and rose again on
the third day to conquer death, God forgives our sin
and gives us eternal life with Him. As people who
experience peace with God, we can also work to help
people experience peace with others and with God.
We do this by sharing God’s love and telling people
about Jesus.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a journal sheet to each child. Ask the kids to
write about or draw a picture to answer the following
questions:
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the journal sheets home with kids
alongside the activity page so that parents can see what their
kids have been learning.
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
session. Pray for your group.

Christmas

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring
Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share where they
were born. Do they know what city they were born in?
Were they born in a hospital or at home? Have they seen
pictures from when they were a newborn baby?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Christmas Word
Scramble” activity
page, 1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “Christmas Word Scramble” on the
activity page. Guide kids to unscramble the letters in each
set of ornaments to find words related to Jesus’ birth.
SAY • What words did you unscramble? [Allow kids to
respond.] All of these words are related to something
that happened in the Bible story we will hear today,
the story about the birth of Jesus.

Session starter (10 minutes)
Option: To keep kids OPTION 1: What I want to be
from choosing the Allow kids to take turns acting out what they want to be
same vocation or
when they grow up. The other kids should guess what job
role, assign each
kid a different role or role each kid is depicting.
to act out.
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SAY

• How long have you known what you want to be
when you grow up? Today’s Bible story is about Jesus’
birth. Jesus came into the world with a purpose. He
didn’t try different activities and hobbies and then
decide what He would do with His life.
Jesus was born so He could live without sin and die
for us. He grew up to pay the price for our sin and
rise from the dead in victory. All along, Jesus wanted
to follow His Father’s plan. He wanted to rescue us
from sin.

OPTION 2: Take

a census
Form groups of two to ten kids. Groups do not need to
have equal numbers of kids. Provide one kid in each group
with a copy of the group census sheet. She should interview
the others in her group to record the required census data.
Census takers should also include data about themselves.
Give kids a few minutes to collect census data and
list the totals on the census sheet. Prompt each group to
examine which group member is the youngest. Who is the
oldest? How many of the group members were born in
another state? When kids finish, collect the census sheets.
Announce some of the data totals. How many boys are in
the class? How many girls?
SAY • Great work, everyone. Census data is helpful in
learning about who is living in certain areas. In our
Bible story today, the Roman emperor—Caesar
Augustus—conducted a census so he would have a
list of people he could collect taxes from. People had
to travel to their hometowns to be counted.

• “Group Census Sheet”
printable, 1 per
group
• pencils

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.

• Big Picture Question
Poster
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[Leader enters wearing festive attire. You may choose to wear
Christmas accessories over existing themed attire.]
LEADER • Merry Christmas, everyone! I am so glad to see
you. My name is [your name] and today we are going
to talk about one of my favorite Bible stories of all
time. It’s about the birth of a very special baby. Now,
I don’t know if you’ve ever spent much time around
newborn babies, but they are pretty cute. Besides the
crying, they sleep a lot and are snuggly; and after a
few weeks, they start smiling on purpose.
Now, lots of babies are born every day. In fact,
statistics show that every second, about four babies
are born into the world. Isn’t that incredible? [Count
to five.] Boom! Twenty babies!

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER

• As you listen to our Bible story today, I want
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you to keep our big picture question in mind. You
see, ever since sin entered the world, it affected
everything. God had promised to send a Savior,
someone to rescue people from sin.
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • The Old Testament is full of reminders that a
Savior would come. God planned to send His Son,
Jesus, into the world through Israel.
Many years later, God kept His promise. Jesus was
born into the world as the promised Messiah, the
Prince of Peace. Listen closely to today’s Bible story
about the day Jesus was born.

• Giant Timeline

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2. Use the Bible storytelling tips
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show
the Bible story video “Jesus Was Born.”
LEADER • As soon as sin entered in world with Adam and
Eve, people were separated from God. But God gave
hope; He promised to send a Savior to rescue sinners.
Someone in Adam and Eve’s family would undo the
curse of sin. It didn’t happen right away. Adam and
Eve’s son Cain was not the promised One. Neither
was Abel or Seth. None of Adam’s grandsons was the
Messiah. Generation after generation, babies were
born, but none of them could save people from sin.
People might have wondered if God was really

Christmas

• Bibles
• “Jesus Was Born”
video
• Story Point Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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going to do something to rescue people from sin.
Still, God was working out His perfect plan. God
spoke through prophets to remind people of His
good promise.
The prophet Isaiah lived hundreds of years before
Jesus was born. God spoke through Isaiah to tell
what the Savior’s birth would be like. Isaiah said the
Messiah would be the Prince of Peace. At just the
right time, Jesus was born to bring peace between
God and people.
Everything the Old Testament prophets said about
Jesus’ birth came true. God sent His Son into the
world. Jesus was born in Bethlehem to Mary, who
married Joseph. He wasn’t born in a palace like you
might expect a king to be, but He was born in a
place where animals are kept. Mary wrapped Him in
cloth and laid Him in a manger.

Christ connection
Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.

• The birth of Jesus was good news! Jesus was
not an ordinary baby. He was God’s Son, sent to
earth from heaven. Jesus was born to bring peace
between God and people. He came to save people
from their sins and to be their King. God kept His
promise to send a Savior. Let’s review our big picture
question and answer: Why was Jesus born? Jesus
was born to rescue us from sin.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
• “Christmas,
Session 3” questions
from kids video
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Show the “Christmas, Session 3” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about why God waited to send Jesus.
Lead them to discuss why it can be hard to wait for things.
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Invite kids to suggest things they can do while they wait.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Form teams of 5 to 10 kids and instruct them
to stand next to one another in straight lines. Give each
team an apple. Ask kids to put their right hand on their
right shoulder and left hand on their left shoulder. Explain
that when you say “go,” the first team member will pass
the apple to the next team member using only her elbows.
Players should pass the apple all the way down the line.
Once the apple reaches the last player, players should
begin passing the apple back to the first team member. The
first team to complete the relay wins.
LEADER • Any guesses what apples have to do with
Christmas? In China, Christmas Eve is called “Peace
Night.” The Chinese word for “peace” sounds a lot
like the Chinese word for “apple.” Because of this,
many people in China give each other apples as gifts
at Christmas.
But many people in China don’t know that Jesus
was born to bring true peace between God and
people. We can pray that they will hear and believe
this good news!
Take time to pray for the people of China.

• apples, 1 per team

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • This is the same key passage we have been
learning as we’ve heard the stories about God’s plan
to send our Savior. God’s plan for our salvation
began before He ever created the world, and at just
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the right time, God sent Jesus to rescue us from sin.
When we trust in Him, we are adopted as children of
God! Keep working this week to memorize our key
passage.

Sing (4 minutes)
• worship song of your
choice

• Jesus was born to bring peace between God
and people. He is our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace. Let’s sing.
Sing together any worship song of your choice.
LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, Christmas is such a special time of
year. Please fix our eyes on Jesus. Help us remember
the true reason we have to celebrate: the gift of Your
Son. Thank You for keeping Your promise to send
a Savior. In Jesus, we have peace with You. We love
You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Jesus Was Born
BIBLE PASSAGE: Isaiah 9; Luke 2
STORY POINT: Jesus was born to bring peace between God and people.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Write words or phrases of the key passage on separate index
cards so each kid has one index card. Mix up the cards and
distribute them among the kids. You may choose to provide
clothespins for boys and girls to clip the cards to the front
of their clothing.
Tip: If your group
is more numerous
Challenge kids to arrange themselves in order to
than the words of
complete the key passage. Then prompt them to say the key
the key passage,
passage aloud with each kid saying the word(s) on her card.
form smaller
groups and prepare SAY • I love this passage because it reminds me that God’s
additional sets of
plan to rescue us could not be stopped. If you haven’t
cards.
yet memorized our key passage, keep practicing!

• Key Passage Poster
• index cards
• marker
• clothespins (optional)

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• Small Group Timeline
and Map Set
(005802970)
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Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to Luke 2. Point out that the Bible is divided into two
sections, the Old Testament and New Testament. Luke is
in the New Testament. Explain that the Old Testament and
the New Testament are divided into smaller sections called
divisions. Usually each division is a group of books that
have something in common.
Tell kids that the Old Testament has five divisions, and
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the New Testament also has five divisions. The Book of
Luke is in the division called “Gospels.” The four books in
the Gospels division—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—
tell all about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
Choose a volunteer to read aloud Luke 2:10-11.
SAY • The birth of Jesus was good news because Jesus was
born to bring peace between God and people.
Point out the location of Bethlehem (I4) on the New
Testament Israel Map. Then ask the following questions.
Lead the group to discuss:
1. What was unusual about Jesus’ birth? Guide kids to
talk about the humble conditions surrounding Jesus’
birth. God’s own Son wasn’t born in a palace but came
humbly. Jesus left His place with God in heaven to come
to earth in the flesh.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read 2 Cor. 8:9.)
2. What does it mean to have peace with God? Lead
kids to realize that apart from Jesus, we are enemies of
God who deserve death as punishment for our sins. Jesus
brings us into a right relationship with God so we can
have forgiveness and eternal life with God as His dearly
loved children.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Col. 1:19-22.)
3. What was special about Jesus’ coming to earth?
Prompt kids to consider that Jesus is God in the flesh.
His name is Immanuel, God with us. Jesus showed us
who God is and what God is like.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read John 1:14.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Peace apple ornaments
Group kids at tables and give each table an apple

OPTION 1:

Christmas

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

• Allergy Alert
download
• apples
• knife (adult use)
• paper plates
• red paint
• green, brown, and
white construction
paper
• scissors
• glue
• red yarn
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Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

that has been cut in half (from top to bottom), a paper
plate with red paint, green and brown construction paper,
scissors, and glue. Distribute a piece of red yarn to each kid
along with a piece of white construction paper.
Remind kids that it has become a new tradition in
China to give loved ones “peace apples” at Christmas. Most
who celebrate Christmas in China don’t know that Jesus
was born to bring peace between God and people.
Invite kids to make a peace apple ornament. Instruct
them to dip an apple half into the paint and stamp it
onto the white paper. While the paint dries, use the green
construction paper to cut out an apple leaf and the brown
paper to cut out a stem. Once the paint is dry, cut out the
stamped apple and glue on the leaf and stem. Punch a hole
at the top of the apple and tie the yarn through the hole.
SAY • Now you can hang this peace apple somewhere
at home to remember to pray that many Chinese
people will receive the true gift of peace through
Jesus Christ.

Breaking news drama
Form groups of four or more kids. Review Luke 2:8-20.
Invite kids to imagine the shepherds who visited Jesus were
• paper
interviewed by the local news agency. Each group of kids
• pencils
• Bible times clothing should choose one reporter to interview the rest of the
and other props
group (the shepherds) and ask them questions about their
(optional)
experience looking for the baby Jesus.
As kids prepare, encourage them to make a list of
interview questions and practice their skit once or twice
before performing it for the rest of the class. If kids
need help thinking of interview questions, provide some
suggestions: Where were you when the angel appeared?
OPTION 2:
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Were you scared? What were the angels saying? Did you
find Jesus? What did you do next?
SAY • Great job, everyone. Even though Jesus is God’s Son,
He wasn’t born in a fancy palace. The news of His
birth wasn’t announced throughout the city with
trumpets blaring and people celebrating. Jesus was
born humbly. Mary laid Him where animals would
have eaten their food. Angels announced Jesus’ birth
to shepherds, and they came to see the baby. Jesus’
birth is good news because Jesus was born to bring
peace between God and people.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray,
thanking God for providing Jesus to bring peace between
God and people.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Baby Names” on
the activity page. Kids should look up each verse and list the
names for Jesus found in the Bible.

Christmas

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Baby Names”
activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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Use Week of:
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Jesus Was
Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Luke 2
STORY POINT:
Simeon and Anna waited for God to
send Jesus, the promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

Younger Kids Page 92

Younger Kids Page 94

Younger Kids Page 100

Older Kids Page 104

Older Kids Page 106

Older Kids Page 112

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
The Lord spoke to Moses: “Consecrate every firstborn male to me, the
firstborn from every womb among the Israelites, both man and domestic
animal; it is mine” (Ex. 13:2).
Consecrate means “to dedicate to a sacred purpose.” God’s people were
to set apart their firstborn as belonging to the Lord. The firstborn of
sacrificial animals were sacrificed to God, and the firstborn of humans
and donkeys were redeemed—a lamb was sacrificed instead. God’s law for
the consecration of the firstborn had a purpose: to remind the people that
the Lord brought them out of Egypt by the strength of His hand. (See
Ex. 13:14-16.)
After a woman gave birth, she was “unclean,” and she would observe a
period of purification—a reminder that we are all born in sin. Then she
would bring to the priest a young lamb for a burnt offering, and a young
pigeon or turtledove for a sin offering. (See Lev. 12:1-6.) If a woman could
not afford a sheep for the sacrifice, the law allowed her to take two pigeons
or two turtledoves instead. (Lev. 12:8)
This is what Mary did. When Mary’s days of purification were complete,
Mary and Joseph took Jesus to Jerusalem, where they presented Him to
the Lord and offered a sacrifice. Though Jesus was not born in sin, He
identified with sinners even as a baby. This initial act introduced Jesus’
perfect life of obedience to the law.
While Mary and Joseph were at the temple, God graciously revealed to a
man named Simeon and a woman named Anna that Jesus was the One—
the promised Messiah they had been waiting for. Imagine their joy. At last!
Help kids understand that today, we can have faith in Jesus and His
finished work on the cross for our salvation. When God opens our eyes
to the good news of the gospel, we can live and die in peace, for our eyes
have seen His salvation.
Christmas
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4

The BIBLE Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
Luke 2
Mary and Joseph’s baby—God’s Son—was a few days old when
Mary and Joseph named Him Jesus, just like the angel had told them
to do before the baby was even born. One day, Mary and Joseph took
Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.
Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God
and His law. Part of the law that God
gave Moses said, “When a woman’s
first son is born, his parents must
dedicate him to the Lord.” The
law also said that the child’s
parents should sacrifice two
turtledoves or two young
pigeons for the child. At the
temple, Mary and Joseph
presented Jesus to the Lord
and offered two birds as a
sacrifice.
A man named Simeon
was at the temple too. Simeon
loved God, and He trusted in
God’s promise to send a Messiah
to save people from sin. God’s Spirit
was with Simeon, and God had told
Simeon that he would not die until he saw
the One who would rescue people from their
sin.
That day, God’s Spirit had led Simeon to the temple. Simeon saw
Jesus and picked Him up in his arms. God’s Spirit showed Simeon
that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Simeon was so happy. He

90

Younger and Older Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 4

Bible
praised God and said, “Lord, you can let me die now. You
Storytelling Tips
kept Your promise, and I have seen the One who will save
people from sin.” Simeon said that Jesus would save God’s • Act it out: Invite
people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also save people
a volunteer to
pantomime Simeon,
from other nations.
Anna, Mary, and
Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said
Joseph’s role in the
about Jesus. Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. He told
story as you narrate.
•
Use
voice
Mary that being Jesus’ mother would be a very good thing,
inflection: Speak
but it would also be very hard. Some people would love
with solemn joy
Jesus, but others would hate Him. Things were going to
as you describe
Simeon’s reaction to
happen that would make Mary very sad.
Jesus. Speak with
A woman named Anna was also at the temple. Anna
excitement when
was a prophetess, a female prophet. Anna was old,
Anna tells others
and her husband had died. She stayed at the temple and
about Jesus.
worshiped God all the time. Anna came up to Simeon,
Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and she began to thank God.
Anna talked about Jesus to people who were waiting for
God to keep His promise to send a Savior. She told them
the good news: the Savior was here!
Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus and
making sacrifices to God. They obeyed God’s law. Then
they went back home to Nazareth. Jesus grew up and was
strong and healthy. He was wise, and God was happy
with Him.

Christ Connection: Throughout the Old Testament, God
promised the arrival of a king who would redeem God’s people.
When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the
promised Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son.
We can trust Jesus for our salvation.

Christmas
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INTRODUCE the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets,and help new kids
connect to your group. As kids arrive, ask them if they have
ever met a famous person. Ask them how it felt to meet
someone famous or how they imagine it would feel.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, we will learn about a man and
a woman who waited to meet a very special Person.
They were old when they finally met Him. Whom
do you think they might have waited for?

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Going to Church”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Going to Church” activity
page. Invite them to draw pictures of themselves going to
church with their family or whoever brought them this
week.
SAY • Many kids go to church with their families. Did you
know that Jesus went to the temple with His family
too? Today we will learn about the first time Mary
and Joseph took Jesus to the temple while He was
still a baby.
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Session starter (10 minutes)
Marshmallow munch
Give each kid a marshmallow or other small piece of candy.
Explain that if kids can wait 10 minutes without eating it,
they will get a second marshmallow or serving of candy.
Start the timer and wait with the kids. At the end of 10
minutes, see who has waited patiently and who has not.
Reward those who waited with a second marshmallow or
piece of candy. Allow them to chat or play while they wait.
SAY • Today we will learn about a man and a woman
who waited until they had grown old to see God’s
promised Savior. Waiting can be very difficult, but
when you are waiting for something very good, it
is worth it in the end. Jesus is the best thing people
could have waited for!
OPTION 1:

Letter toss
Write each letter of the word PROMISE on a separate sheet
of paper. Tape the lettered sheets on the floor each about six
inches apart. Give each kid a blank sheet of paper. Instruct
her to write her name on it and wad it into a ball. Allow
the kids to take turns tossing their paper wads onto a letter.
After each kid has tossed his paper wad, unfold the wads
closest to each letter. Those kids will collect the lettered
sheet. Play until all letters have been collected in this way.
The kid with the most letters wins.
SAY • We know that God makes promises and always
keeps them. Today we will hear about a man named
Simeon and a woman named Anna. They trusted
God’s promises.

• Allergy Alert
download
• marshmallows or
small individually
wrapped candy
• stopwatch or timer

OPTION 2:

• paper
• marker
• tape

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:21-40
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• Christmas book

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing chef ’s hat and Christmas-themed apron,
carrying a Christmas book with a dedication line.]
LEADER • Christmas is a time where many families celebrate
with different traditions. As you know, one big
tradition for me is baking tons of cookies! But there’s
another tradition in my family. I want to tell you
about it.
In my family, we always gather around and read
[the title of the book] around Christmastime. As we
were reading it this year, I noticed something that I
hadn’t before. The book is dedicated! Here, let me
read it to you. [Read the dedication line.]
A dedication is a way to say that the object, in this
case a book, is meant to bring honor to the person
mentioned. People dedicate movies to loved ones,
and you could dedicate a special recipe to a person
who helped you create it. This book dedication stood
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out to me because of our Bible story this week. We
are going to learn about a baby dedicated to God!

Big picture question (1 minute)
• Let’s see who remembers our big picture
question. [Invite responses from kids.] Great! Why
was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from
sin. That means that God sent Jesus for a purpose.
Jesus’ birth was no accident or random event. God
purposely sent His Son at just the right time. When
Jesus grew up, He died on the cross to pay for our
sin. We will learn today about some people who
knew this was true even before Jesus grew up or died
on the cross and rose again.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • Remember, we’ve been talking about Jesus’
coming as a baby. Two weeks ago we looked at one
of the prophecies that Isaiah wrote about Him.
Last week we heard the story of the night Jesus was
born and how shepherds came to worship Him and
told others about Him. This week, we will learn
what Jesus’ earthly mother and father—Mary and
Joseph—did soon after Jesus was born. Our Bible
story is called “Jesus Was Dedicated.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2:21-40. Use the Bible storytelling
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or
show the Bible story video “Jesus Was Dedicated.”

Christmas

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Jesus Was
Dedicated” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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• Imagine how happy Simeon and Anna must have
felt when they realized that the promised Savior had
been born! I bet they were overjoyed! What would it
be like, walking into the temple like any other day of
worship and seeing God’s promised Savior as a little
baby when you arrived? I bet that was incredible!
Seeing Jesus was important for multiple reasons.
Obviously, it’s important because Jesus is God the
Son. Anna, Simeon, Mary, and Joseph got to see God
face to face when He was a baby.
Second, seeing Jesus was important because God’s
people had waited so long for Isaiah’s prophecies to
be fulfilled. More than 700 years had passed since
Isaiah told about God’s promise. Like so many
others, Simeon and Anna waited for God to send
Jesus, the promised Savior. Jesus’ whole purpose for
coming was to rescue us from sin and to restore our
relationship with God. People had anticipated this
King for so long; His birth and dedication were huge
reasons to celebrate!
Finally, seeing Jesus was important for knowing
that—after all this time—God’s perfect Rescuer from
sin had arrived. Soon people would no longer have to
sacrifice animals and perform rituals to pay for their
sins. Jesus was dedicated and set aside to live a perfect
life to honor God and serve His people by paying for
their sins on the cross.

LEADER

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
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Christ connection
• Throughout the Old Testament, God promised
the arrival of a King who would redeem God’s
people. When Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew

LEADER
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He was the promised Messiah. Today, we have faith
that Jesus is God’s Son. We can trust Jesus for our
salvation.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 4” questions from kids video. • “Christmas,
Session 4” questions
Prompt kids to think about why certain things are set apart
for a special use. Guide them to discuss how God expects us from kids video
to live differently, as set apart, for His glory.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
• When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they • “Songhai” missions
praised God! They wanted everyone to know that the video
Savior God promised was here. Today, many people
still don’t know about Jesus. They don’t know that
He loves them and died on the cross to save them
from their sin. Missionaries go all over the world to
tell people about Jesus.
Show the “Songhai” missions video.
LEADER • The Songhai people live in the country of Niger
(NIGH juhr) on the continent of Africa. Many
of them have never heard about Jesus. They don’t
believe that God sent Jesus to save people from sin.
Pray briefly for the Songhai people and the missionaries
working to reach them with the good news about Jesus.
Pray that God would help kids tell others about Jesus too.
LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Last week, we learned about Jesus’ birth. Jesus
was born to rescue us from sin, just like our key
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• Key Passage Poster
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passage says. Being dedicated and set apart to serve
and glorify God was one of the ways Jesus’ life
showed perfect obedience to the God’s Law. His role
as the Savior of the world was happening already! He
was born under the law to save people under the law,
and as a result of Jesus’ work, we can be adopted into
God’s family.

Sing (4 minutes)
• Christmas songs of
your choice

• Praising God helps us remember that He is good
and worth waiting on! His timing is perfect, and He
promised to send Jesus back to restore the world and
remove all evil from it! Let’s sing together.
Sing together Christmas songs of your choice.
LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for Your perfect plan to rescue
us from sin. Thank You for sending Jesus to live a
perfect life and die the death we deserve. Help us to
know how good You are so we can wait patiently for
Your Son to return. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.

Christmas
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APPLY the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2:21-40
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• bouncing balls, 1 per
group

Form groups of three or more kids. Provide each group
with a bouncing ball and instruct them to stand in a circle.
Each group will select a kid to drop the ball from shoulder
height. Groups must then wait until the ball has completely
stopped bouncing and then say the key passage in unison.
Whichever group finishes first wins. Groups may not
attempt to stop their ball or touch it in any way while it
bounces.
SAY • Waiting can be hard, but Simeon and Anna were
waiting for something so special, it was worth it. Our
key passage tells us that Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin. That is something worth waiting for, but
we don’t have to wait anymore. Jesus was born, grew
up, and died on the cross for our sins already! Then,
on the third day, He rose again!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help the kids locate the book
of Luke. Remind kids that it is found in the gospels division
of the New Testament. Discus the other books in the
gospels, ways they are similar, and why they are called that.
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did Mary and Joseph sacrifice as part of Jesus’
dedication? (a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons,
Luke 2:24)
2. How did Simeon find Jesus with Mary and Joseph?
(He was guided by the Holy Spirit, Luke 2:27)
3. Whom did Anna speak to about Jesus? (Those who
were waiting eagerly for God to keep His promise to
send a Rescuer, Luke 2:38)
4. Why was it important that Jesus was dedicated
according to the Law? Guide kids to understand that
Jesus came to fulfill the law and perfectly obey God. His
perfect obedience to God’s law meant that Jesus could be
the perfect sacrifice when He grew up. Even as a baby,
Jesus’ purpose was clear and God had a plan for Him.
5. How can we know that Jesus was God’s promised
Savior? Guide kids to discuss the fact that the Bible
is the Word of God. It contains many prophecies in
the Old Testament that explained what the promised
Savior would do and what He would be like. The
New Testament tells us that Jesus fulfilled those Old
Testament prophecies.
6. How can we be dedicated to God? Guide kids to
discuss what the Bible teaches about belief in the gospel.
Help kids see that when we understand and believe
the gospel, it changes our lives, inside and out, so that
we have new hearts that want to love and obey God.
Remind the kids that we can read God’s Word, pray,
and gather with other believers to grow in our faith in
and dedication to God.

Christmas

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
Silent soccer
Instruct the kids to sit in chairs in a circle. If your
class is large, form smaller groups and multiple circles.
Kids should hold onto the sides of their chairs and sit with
a straight back. Set a soccer ball in front of one player.
Explain that the first rule of the game is that no one may
talk.
Announce a challenge for kids to complete. Examples:
How long does it take for you to pass the ball around the
circle, with everyone getting a turn to touch the ball with
her feet? How many times can you pass the ball in 30
seconds? Can you pass the ball around the circle—using
only your feet—without the ball touching the floor? Play
several rounds as time allows.
SAY • Many who are part of the Songhai people group in
West Africa enjoy playing soccer. Other sports they
enjoy are horse racing and wrestling. This week, pray
for the Songhai people. Pray that they would hear
and believe the good news about Jesus. Why was
Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.
OPTION 1:

• soccer balls, 1 per
group
Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

OPTION 2: The

• “The Missing Piece”
printable
• heavyweight paper
• scissors
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missing piece
Before class, print the “Missing Piece Puzzle” printable on
heavyweight paper and cut apart the pieces. Remove one
piece from each set. Form groups of two or three kids and
provide each group with a puzzle, instructing them to put
the puzzle together. When they realize they are missing a
piece, provide them with the piece they need.
SAY • Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus,
the promised Savior. They paid close attention to
what God had said and done in the past. They were
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ready for God’s promised Savior to arrive. They
probably didn’t know exactly who they were looking
for until the Holy Spirit revealed it to them and they
saw Him. When they did see Jesus, they knew He
was the missing piece in God’s story of salvation.
We can read God’s Word and know that Jesus is the
Savior too! When we trust in Him, He forgives our
sin so we can live with God forever.

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

• pencils and crayons
Distribute a journal sheet to each child. Ask the kids to
• paper
write about or draw a picture to answer the following
• Bible Story Coloring
questions:
Page, 1 per kid
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the journal sheets home with kids
Tip: Give parents
alongside the activity page so that parents can see what their this week’s Big
kids have been learning.
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
families to interact
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
with the biblical
session. Pray for your group.
content at home.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to describe ways their
family and friends celebrate the birth of a new baby.
SAY • New babies can bring lots of joy and happiness to our
lives, and we celebrate in many ways. When the baby
Jesus was born, Mary and Joseph honored His birth
in a special way. Jesus was born to rescue us from
sin; this was God’s perfect plan. Today, we will hear
about how Mary and Joseph celebrated the birth of
Jesus and honored God for sending Him.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Worth the Wait”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete “Worth the Wait” on the activity
page. For each letter, kids should list something they’ve had
to wait for. Encourage them to compare their answers with
a friend.
SAY • Do you like to wait for things? Why or why not?
Today, we will hear a story from the Bible about two
people who had been waiting for something very
special. Let’s find out what they were waiting for.
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Session starter (10 minutes)
“My eyes have seen” game
Invite kids to play a guessing game. Choose one player to
lead. The leader should pick something in the room that is
visible to everyone. He should say, “My eyes have seen … ”
and then he should give a hint. For example, “My eyes have
seen something that starts with the letter P,” or “My eyes
have seen something orange.”
Kids should try to guess what the leader has spotted.
When a player guesses correctly, she is the new leader.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, a man named Simeon saw
something wonderful. The Holy Spirit told Simeon
that before he died, he would see the promised
Messiah. And that’s what happened! Let’s find out
more about what happened.
OPTION 1:

How long is a minute?
Instruct kids to close their eyes. Explain that you will start
• stopwatch or timer
a timer. When each kid thinks a minute of time has passed,
he should quietly raise his hand. Take note of when each
kid raised his hand. Wait until every kid has raised his hand,
and then stop the game. Reveal who was right on target,
who was early, and who was last. As time allows, play again
using variations: 30 seconds, 90 seconds, or 2 minutes.
SAY • How did you determine when you thought it had
been one minute? What is the longest amount of
time you have had to wait for something you really
wanted? Today we are going to hear a story from the
Bible about people who had been waiting a long time
for something very special.
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story

Christmas
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TEACH the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• book with dedication
Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing a Christmas sweater or apron and
carrying a book with a dedication.]
LEADER • Good morning, everyone! I want to show you
this book; it’s one of my favorites. It is written by
[author’s name] and it has a dedication inside; let me
read it to you. [Read dedication.] Authors dedicate
books to people as a way to say thank you or to
show gratitude to the people who helped make the
book possible. Sometimes the author’s family was
helpful while writing, and the author knows the
book wouldn’t have gotten done without their help.
Sometimes the author had a really good friend who
was supportive and encouraging. Other times, the
author wrote the book or story with a particular
person in mind, so he or she dedicates the book to
that person as a way to honor that person.
We see dedications in other places, too. Sometimes
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when we are listening to the radio, someone will call
and dedicate a song to someone else. Other times,
people may name or dedicate an object to someone
who has died.
In today’s Bible story, we will read about another
kind of dedication. In Bible times, God required His
people to dedicate their firstborn, or the first fruits of
their harvests, or other valuable things to Him and
to His service. This type of dedication meant setting
something aside for God’s service and glory.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• As we get ready to hear this Bible story, think
about our big picture question: Why was Jesus
born? Raise your hand if you know the answer. [Call
on volunteers to respond.] Let’s say our big picture
question and answer together. Why was Jesus born?
Jesus was born to rescue us from sin.

LEADER

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as • Giant Timeline
you review.
LEADER • Today’s Bible story happened shortly after Jesus
was born. Jesus’ birth was good news; God’s people
had waited so long for God to send the promised
Messiah—and He had finally come! When Jesus was
still a baby, Mary and Joseph took Him to the temple • Bibles
to dedicate Him to God.
• “Jesus Was

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Luke 2. Use the Bible storytelling tips
on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or show
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Dedicated” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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the Bible story video “Jesus Was Dedicated.”
LEADER • Imagine how joyful Simeon and Anna must have
felt when they realized that the promised Savior
had been born! I bet they were overjoyed! Can you
imagine walking into the temple to worship like
any other day of worship and seeing Jesus when you
arrived? I bet that was incredible!
Seeing Jesus was incredible for multiple reasons.
Obviously, it’s incredible because Jesus is the Son of
God—Anna, Simeon, Mary, and Joseph and many
others got to see Him face to face.
Also, seeing Jesus was incredible because God’s
people had waited so long for Isaiah’s prophecies to
be fulfilled. More than 700 years had passed since
Isaiah told about God’s promise. Like so many
others, Simeon and Anna waited for God to send
Jesus, the promised Savior. People had anticipated
this King for so long; His birth and dedication were
huge reasons to celebrate!

Christ connection
Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
• “Christmas, Session 4”
questions from kids
video

108

• Finally, seeing Jesus was incredible because—at
last—the perfect Rescuer from sin was here. Soon a
day would come when people would no longer have
to sacrifice animals and perform rituals for their sins.
Jesus was dedicated and set aside to live a perfect
life to honor God and serve His people by paying for
their sins on the cross.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 4” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about why certain things are set apart
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for a special use. Guide them to discuss how God expects us
to live differently, as set apart, for His glory.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
LEADER • When Simeon and Anna saw Jesus, they
• “Songhai” missions
praised God! They wanted everyone to know that the video
Savior God promised was here. Today, many people
still don’t know about Jesus. They don’t know that
He loves them and died on the cross to save them
from their sin. Missionaries go all over the world to
tell people about Jesus.
Show the “Songhai” missions video.
LEADER • The Songhai people live in the country of Niger
(NIGH juhr) on the continent of Africa. Many
of them have never heard about Jesus. They don’t
believe that God sent Jesus to save people from sin.
Pray briefly for the Songhai people and the missionaries
working to reach them with the good news about Jesus.
Pray that God would help kids tell others about Jesus too.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Simeon and Anna waited for God to send
Jesus, the promised Savior. Our key passage says
that God sent Jesus at just the right time. Being
dedicated and set apart for God’s service and glory
was one sign that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus rescues
us from sin and welcomes us into God’s family.

• Key Passage Poster

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER

• Thinking about why we celebrate Christmas has

Christmas

• worship song of your
choice
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filled my heart with so much wonder and joy. It is
incredible to think about God loving us so much
that He would send Jesus to rescue us from sin. Let’s
share our joy and sing praises to our God and King!
Sing together a worship song of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father God, thank You for Your perfect plan to
rescue us from sin. Thank You for sending Jesus to
live the perfect life we cannot live and die the death
we don’t want to die for our guilt. Thank You for
Your Word—the Bible—so we can learn about and
know Jesus in a personal way. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.
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APPLY the Story
Jesus Was Dedicated
BIBLE PASSAGE: Luke 2
STORY POINT: Simeon and Anna waited for God to send Jesus, the
promised Savior.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• balloon or beach ball
• Allergy Alert
download

Show the key passage poster and review Galatians 4:4-5
a few times as a group. Then invite the kids to volley a
balloon or beach ball around the group. Whenever a kid
taps the balloon, everyone should say the next word of the
key passage. If the balloon hits the ground, instruct kids to
begin the verse again.
SAY • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin. Mary and Joseph trusted in God’s plan.
They were obedient to dedicate Jesus to God, which
set Jesus apart for the special work God gave Him as
the Savior of the world.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Distribute Bibles and guide kids to locate Luke 2. Remind
them that the Gospel of Luke is in the New Testament.
Invite a volunteer to name the four Gospels in the Bible.
(Matthew, Mark, Luke, John)
SAY • Today, we heard the story about Jesus being dedicated
in the temple. Simeon and Anna waited for God
to send Jesus, the promised Savior. He had finally
come! Anna thanked God for Jesus, and she talked
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about Jesus to other people who were waiting for
God to keep His promise to send a Savior. Anna told
them the good news: the Savior was here!
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Why did Mary and Joseph take Jesus to the temple
to be dedicated? Prompt kids to recall that Mary and
Joseph wanted to obey God and His law.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read aloud
Luke 2:22-23.)
2. How do we know Jesus is the promised Savior? Guide
kids to discuss how we believe the Bible is true, and we
believe by faith that Jesus is who He says He is.
(Option: Choose a kid to read aloud 1 Tim. 1:15.)
3. How should believers be set apart from people who
don’t follow Jesus? Lead kids to discuss the ways of God
versus the ways of the world. Consider who is on “the
throne” of your life. Believers live for Jesus rather than
for themselves.
(Option: Choose a kid to read aloud Rom. 12:1-2.)
SAY • Isaiah prophesied about Jesus more than 700 years
before His birth. So many people heard about Him
in those 700 years but died without seeing Him.
Imagine how joyful Simeon and Anna must have felt
when they saw Jesus with their own eyes!
For now, we serve Jesus without seeing Him. But
one day we will see Him face to face!

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Play silent soccer
Instruct the kids to sit in chairs in a circle. If your
class is large, form smaller groups and multiple circles.
Kids should hold onto the sides of their chairs and sit with
OPTION 1:
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• soccer balls, 1 per
group
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Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

a straight back. Set a soccer ball in front of one player.
Explain that the first rule of the game is that no one
may talk.
Announce a challenge for kids to complete. Examples:
How long does it take for you to pass the ball around the
circle, with everyone getting a turn to touch the ball with
her feet? How many times can you pass the ball in 30
seconds? Can you pass the ball around the circle—using
only your feet—without the ball touching the floor? Play
several rounds as time allows.
SAY • Many boys and young men who are part of the
Songhai group in West Africa enjoy playing soccer.
Other sports they enjoy are horse racing and
wrestling. This week, pray for the Songhai people.
Pray that they would hear and believe the good news
about Jesus. Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to
rescue us from sin.
Faith floats
Position a tub of water on a table and invite kids to gather
around. Display the various items and ask kids to decide
which items they believe will float in the water and which
items they don’t believe will float.
Test the items one at a time. Were kids’ beliefs correct?
Did any of the results surprise them?
SAY • Did you have faith that certain items would float?
Faith is a belief and trust that something is true, even
if we can’t see it or prove it. As believers, we live our
lives by faith. We believe and trust that Jesus has paid
for our sin and that God will take care of us.
In our Bible story today, Simeon and Anna waited
for God to send Jesus, the promised Savior. They
OPTION 2:

• tub of water
• coins
• feather
• piece of paper
• straw
• toothpick
• plastic or paper cup
• towel for cleanup
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believed God’s promises from the prophets and had
faith that God would do what He said He would do.
Today, we have faith that Jesus will come back one
day, just like He promised.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Allow
volunteers to share prayer requests, and then pray.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “He’s Here!” on the
activity page. Kids should use the code to fill in the missing
words. If kids need help, demonstrate how to find each box
based on the referenced row (1–3) or column (A–C). For
example, B2 refers to the word Old.
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Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.
• pencils
• Journal Page
• “He’s Here!” activity
page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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Use Week of:
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Wise Men
Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Matthew 2
STORY POINT:
The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE:
Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

INTRODUCE THE STORY

TEACH THE STORY

APPLY THE STORY

(10–15 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

(25–30 MINUTES)

Younger Kids Page 120

Younger Kids Page 122

Younger Kids Page 128

Older Kids Page 132

Older Kids Page 134

Older Kids Page 140

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
The wise men were magi. Their study of the stars led them to Judea to find
and worship Jesus, the newborn King. Before they found Jesus, though,
the wise men met King Herod. God had promised the Jewish people a
new king—one who would save them from their enemies.
King Herod was not that king. Imagine how he felt when he heard about
a new king in town.
The wise men asked him, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews?” (Matt. 2:2) The wise men unintentionally challenged Herod’s
reign. Not only was Herod not a full Jew, he was not a descendant of King
David. Herod was deeply disturbed by the news that this child had the
birthright of being king.
As Herod’s fury grew, he gathered his chief priests and scribes to determine
where Jesus had been born. Then he lied to the wise men: “When you find
him, report back to me so that I too can go and worship him” (Matt. 2:8).
What deceitfulness! The truth was, Herod did not want to worship Jesus
at all; he wanted to kill Him!
The wise men continued on their journey and found Jesus. Jesus may
have been about two years old when the magi found Him and worshiped
Him. The Bible does not say how many magi worshiped Jesus, although
three are often depicted because of their three gifts—gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. God warned the wise men in a dream to avoid Herod, so they
returned home by another route.
The wise men came to worship Jesus as King. Jesus is the King who will
rule forever, as God promised to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Help the
children you teach realize that Jesus is the true King who is worthy of all
our worship.
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5

The BIBLE Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
Matthew 2
Long ago, God promised to send a king to save His people from
their enemies. The people waited a long time for their king, but the
time had finally come. Jesus was born in Bethlehem at the same time
Herod was king. Was Herod the king God promised? No!
Herod was an evil king.
God sent a star to show the wise
men that Jesus had been born. The
wise men traveled to find Jesus.
They came to King Herod.
“Where is the king of the
Jews?” they asked. “We saw
His star in the east and have
come to worship Him.”
King Herod was very
angry. A new king? Herod
was king! He assembled all the
chief priests and scribes. They
looked at what the prophets
had written to figure out where
Jesus had been born.
The chief priests and scribes
told King Herod what the prophet
Micah had written: “And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by
no means least among the leaders of Judah:
because out of you will come a leader who will
shepherd My people Israel.”
Herod spoke to the wise men in secret. “Go and search carefully
for the child. When you find Him, report back to me so that I too
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can go and worship Him.” But Herod was lying. He
didn’t want to worship the new king; he wanted to kill
Him!
The wise men followed the star until it led them
to Jesus. They went into the house where Jesus was with
His mother Mary. The wise men fell to their knees
and worshiped Jesus. Then they gave Jesus gifts: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh. When it was time for the wise
men to go home, God warned them in a dream not to
tell Herod where Jesus was. So they took a different way
home.
After the wise men were gone, an angel appeared to
Mary’s husband, Joseph, in a dream. The angel said, “Get
up! Take the child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and
stay there until I tell you. For Herod is about to search for
the child to destroy Him.” So in the middle of the night,
Joseph got up and took Mary and Jesus to Egypt where
they would be safe.
King Herod was so mad that the wise men didn’t tell
him where Jesus was. He killed all the boys in Bethlehem
under two years old—just to make sure he killed Jesus.
But he didn’t know Jesus and His family had escaped.
A while later, when Herod died, an angel spoke to
Joseph again in a dream. “Get up! Take the child and His
mother and go to the land of Israel, because those who
sought the child’s life are dead.” So Joseph did what the
angel said. He got up and took Mary and Jesus to Israel.

Bible
Storytelling Tips
• Use props: Show
props relating to
parts of the story. A
crown could represent
King Herod, small
glass vials could
represent the gifts
the wise men brought
Jesus, and a pillow
could represent the
dreams God used to
warn the wise men
and Joseph.
• Move around the
room: As you tell
the story, move
around the room to
emphasize the great
distance the wise
men traveled while
following the star.

Christ Connection: The wise men came to worship Jesus as
King. Jesus is the King who will rule forever, as God promised
to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Jesus is the true King who is
worthy of all our worship.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share where they
would go if they could travel anywhere in the world. How
would the kids get there? What would they do when they
arrived? How long would they stay?
SAY • Today we’re going to learn about a group of wise men
who traveled a very long way for a very important
reason. They traveled from the East to Bethlehem so
they could worship Jesus as King.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Bringing Gifts”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers
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Invite kids to complete the “Bringing Gifts” activity page.
Challenge kids to use the code to finish the story point. The
answer will be WORSHIPED.
SAY • The wise men took a long difficult journey to bring
gifts to Jesus and worship Him as King. They had
noticed a bright star in the sky and knew that it was
God’s sign that a special King was born. We’ll learn
more about the wise men’s journey to Jesus in just a
moment
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Session starter (10 minutes)
Follow the leader
Guide the kids to follow you around the room, doing
exactly as you do. You may want to hop, run in place, pat
your head, quack like a duck, make a silly face, or twirl
around as you walk. After a few moments invite another kid
to make up the motions for kids to follow. Continue until
each kid has a turn to be the leader.
SAY • In this game, you had to keep your eyes on me and
follow everything I did. The wise men had to keep
their eyes on the star in the sky. They followed
the star, and it led them right to Jesus. When they
reached Him, the wise men worshiped Jesus as
King.
OPTION 1:

Where’s the star?
Choose a kid to be a wise man. The wise man will sit in a
• star cutout
chair facing away from the other kids. Tape a star behind his • tape
chair. Kids will silently choose another kid to sneak up and
remove the star, bring it back to the other kids, and sit on
it. Kids will chant, “Wise man, wise man where’s the star?
We’ve been looking from afar.” The wise man must guess
who took the star. If he guesses correctly, he continues being
the wise man. If he guesses incorrectly, the kid who took the
star becomes the wise man or wise woman.
SAY • The wise men in our story today followed a special
star that appeared in the sky. God put the star there
to lead them to Jesus. When they arrived, the wise
men worshiped Jesus as King.
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story
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TEACH the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• cookie cutter

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader enters wearing an apron and carrying cookie cutters
and a rolling pin.]
LEADER • Hi, friends! How are you all doing today? I am
very excited about the story we have today. Today
we’re learning about the wise men who visited Jesus.
In honor of this Bible story, I am making one last
batch of Christmas cookies. For this story, I think
there’s no better shape than a big, bright Christmas
star. Once the cookies are baked and cooled, I can
decorate them with beautiful glitter to make them
look like they twinkle and shine! You may be able to
guess the story from my cookie shape alone. It’s the
story of the wise men following the star! The wise
men were well-educated. Many Bible scholars believe
they learned about God’s promise to send a special
King through the prophet Daniel, who was taken
to Babylon during the exile. Hundreds of years after
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Daniel’s death, the wise men saw a star and knew
that it was God’s sign that a special King was born.
They followed the star, and it led them all the way to
Bethlehem! Here, I’ll tell you all about it!

Big picture question (1 minute)
• The wise men learned that a special king of the
Jews was born, but they may not have known why.
When I count to three, this half of the room [point to
one side of the room] will say the big picture question
and the other half [point] will say the answer. One,
two, three! Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to
rescue us from sin.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as • Giant Timeline
you review.
LEADER • Over the last few weeks, we’ve been celebrating
Christmas and learning more about Jesus’ birth. First
we learned that everything God said about Jesus’
birth came true. Then we learned that God chose
Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents.
Next, we learned that Jesus was born to bring peace
between God and people. Jesus’ birth was good
news! Last week, we learned that Simeon and Anna
waited for God to send Jesus, the promised Savior.
Both of them praised God for Jesus!
Today we’re going to learn that the wise men
traveled hundreds of miles to see this new king of the
Jews. When they saw Him, the wise men worshiped
Jesus as King.
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
• Bibles
• “Wise Men Visited
Jesus” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster

Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
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Open your Bible to Matthew 2. Use the Bible storytelling
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or
show the Bible story video “Wise Men Visited Jesus”
LEADER • The wise men traveled very far to give gifts to
the new king. They stopped in Jerusalem, where
King David had set up the royal palace, to ask King
Herod about Jesus. Herod became troubled. He was
not happy. Herod did not want a new king. He was
the king!
King Herod told the wise men to return when
they found the new king so Herod could go worship
Him too. Was that what Herod really wanted to do?
No! Herod wanted to destroy the new king. He was
afraid Jesus would grow up and take his place as an
earthly king. Herod didn’t understand that Jesus
first came to earth to die on the cross and rise again
to rescue us from sin. Jesus’ kingdom would be a
heavenly kingdom.
Thankfully, God is in control, and He warned the
wise men not to go back to Herod. God also warned
Joseph to take his family away. Herod tried to kill
Jesus, but Jesus and His family had left Bethlehem
for Egypt.

Christ connection
• The wise men worshiped Jesus as King. When
Jesus returns, He will reign as the King of kings and
will rule forever, as God promised King David in
2 Samuel 7. Jesus is the true King who is worthy of
all our worship.

LEADER
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Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 5” questions from kids video.
Prompt kids to think about why we give gifts at Christmas.
Guide them to discuss how they can share with others the
greatest gift ever: God’s Son, Jesus.

• “Christmas,
Session 5” questions
from kids video

Missions moment (3 minutes)
Show the missions video “Ministry Needs.”
• The men and women serving in the country of
Moldova recognize that Jesus is the King of their
lives. They traveled far from home to share this
good news with children in Moldova. They love
the children there by meeting their physical needs
and showing them Jesus’ love. They also tell them
the good news about Jesus so that the children can
believe in Him and celebrate His life too. Let’s pray
for the kids in Moldova to hear and believe the
gospel. Let’s pray that God can use us to help others
hear the gospel here at home.

LEADER

• “Ministry Needs”
missions video

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read • Key Passage Poster
together Galatians 4:4-5. Invite any kids who can say the
key passage from memory to do so now. Praise each kid’s
attempt, assisting as needed.
LEADER • Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue
us from sin. Our key passage says that God sent
Jesus, born as a human being, to redeem us! Not only
that, but when we turn away from sin and trust in
Jesus, we become God’s children!
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Sing (4 minutes)
• Christmas songs of
your choice

• The wise men worshiped Jesus as King with
gifts. Let’s worship Jesus with our voices!
Sing together Christmas songs of your choice.
LEADER

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Dear God, thank You for showing the wise men
that You had kept Your promise to send a special
King, the Messiah! Thank You for sending Jesus to
rescue us from sin and be our Savior. Help us to turn
away from sin and trust in Jesus. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.
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APPLY the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• gift-wrapped box

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Invite kids to stand or sit in a circle. Give one kid a gift
wrapped box. Kids will say the key passage together while
passing the gift around the circle. Whoever is holding the
gift on the last word of the key passage is out. Play until
one kid remains. If you prefer, keep everyone involved and
challenge kids to say the key passage faster each round.
SAY • We give gifts at Christmastime to remember the
incredible gift God gave us. Our key passage tells us
that when God sent Jesus to earth, Jesus redeemed
us, or made an exchange. Jesus is God’s Son; He
never sinned. We are sinners; we can never obey God
completely. But Jesus died on the cross, taking our
punishment that we deserve, and gave us life forever
with Him! We can’t do anything to earn forgiveness
and eternal life. We can only trust what Jesus has
done for us!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids use the table
of contents to find Matthew 2. Discuss which testament
Matthew is found in. Talk about why the first four books of
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the New Testament are called the Gospels.
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. What did God put in the sky to let the wise men
know Jesus was born? (a star, Matt. 2:2)
2. What gifts did the wise men give to Jesus? (gold,
frankincense, and myrrh; Matt. 2:11)
3. Did Herod want to actually worship Jesus? (No, he
wanted to destroy Him; Matt. 2:13)
4. What does it mean to worship Jesus as King? Guide
kids to talk about idea that if Jesus is our King, He can
tell us what to do and we will obey Him. Help kids see
that believing Jesus is King means giving up what we
want in order to do what He wants. Remind them that
because Jesus is perfect, what He wants for us is always
for our own good.
5. How can we know that what Jesus wants for us is
good for us? Guide kids to see that the Bible tells us
about Jesus’ love for us and sacrifice to save us. We can
see that Jesus wants what is best for us because He gave
up His place in heaven to come to earth as a human
and then died for our sin. We know that God’s character
is good, and what He does is right. We can trust Jesus to
lead us because He is God the Son.
6. What makes it hard to worship Jesus as King? Discuss
the sin we have in our lives. Remind kids that sin has
broken the world and that means sometimes we think
we know what is best for us. Teach them that Jesus is our
greatest treasure, and worshiping Him is a big part of
our purpose in life.
SAY • The wise men worshiped Jesus as King by giving
Him gifts. Do you know the best way people can
worship Jesus as King? People can turn away from
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sin and trust in Jesus as Savior and King. That is the
kind of worship Jesus deserves!
• Gospel Plan Poster

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Gospel review
Display the gospel plan poster and review the main
points of the gospel with your group. Use hand motions
to help the kids remember the parts, then go through
the motions together. Try speeding up to see if the kids
can keep up with you. You may develop your own hand
motions, perhaps by adapting sign language, or use the
suggested motions below.
God rules: Make a circle with your two hands and place it
over you as though setting a crown on your head.
We sinned: Cross your forearms in front of you to make a
large X over your chest.
God provided: Rotate the X you are making 90 degrees so
that it resembles a cross.
Jesus gives: Hold both hands together in front of you as
though giving a gift or cupping water.
We respond: Hold both arms over your head with hands
open as though praising God.
SAY • Knowing the gospel is important if we want to share
the gospel with others. This simple set of hand
motions will help you remember the basics of the
gospel message. Sharing the gospel is a great way to
show that you worship Jesus as King. He died on the
cross to give us new life. He is our greatest treasure,
and if we love Him, our hearts will grow to want to
obey Him.
OPTION 1:

Tip: Use this
activity option
to reinforce the
missions moment
from Teach the
Story.

130

Younger Kids Leader Guide
Christmas • Session 5

Crowned as king
Help the kids make crowns by cutting a zigzag shape out
of construction paper and then taping it in a circle. Allow
the kids to decorate their crowns with craft supplies, such
as adhesive backed jewels, stickers, glitter glue, markers, or
crayons. Help the kids write the story point along the rim
of their crowns.
SAY • They may not have known exactly what kind of king
Jesus would be, but the wise men worshiped Jesus
as King. We can read the rest of the gospel story to
learn that Jesus was the best kind of king! Jesus died
on the cross for our sin and one day He will return to
fix everything that is broken. Jesus is the King of all
things. He deserves all our worship.
OPTION 2:

• construction paper
• scissors
• tape
• craft supplies

Option: Review the
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
that kids are
welcome to speak
with you or another
teacher if they
have questions.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

• pencils and crayons
Distribute a journal sheet to each child. Ask the kids to
• paper
write about or draw a picture to answer the following
• Bible Story Coloring
questions:
Page, 1 per kid
• What does this story teach me about God or about
the gospel?
• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story?
Make sure to send the journal sheets home with kids
Tip: Give parents
alongside the activity page so that parents can see what their this week’s Big
kids have been learning.
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to
families to interact
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this
with the biblical
session. Pray for your group.
content at home.
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INTRODUCE the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new
kids connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about
something they are looking forward to or hoping for God
to do in the coming year. Explain that in the Bible story
kids will hear today, some men were looking and hoping for
God to do great things.

Activity page (5 minutes)
• “Mosaic Puzzle”
activity page,
1 per kid
• pencils or markers

Invite kids to complete “Mosaic Puzzle” on the activity
page. Kids should color each square according to the key.
SAY • Today we will hear a story about wise men who
looked for Jesus because of a special sign that they
saw in the sky.

Session starter (10 minutes)
• star cutout
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Where’s the star?
Direct one kid (the “wise man”) to sit in a chair facing away
from the rest of the group. Instruct the other kids to be
seated, all facing the back of the wise man’s chair.
Silently hand a construction paper star to a kid to hide
OPTION 1:
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behind her back. (All the kids should put their hands
behind their backs to confuse the wise man.)
Lead the group to chant, “Wise man, wise man, where’s
the star? We’ve been looking from afar.”
The wise man turns around and takes one guess as to
who has the star. If he guesses correctly, he takes another
turn as wise man. If he guesses incorrectly, the kid who had
the star is the new wise man.
SAY • In today’s Bible story, the wise men followed a special
star that appeared in the sky. Where do you think the
star led them?
Prophecy pass
Guide kids to sit in a tight circle. Whisper the answer for
the big picture question to the first player: “Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.”
That player should whisper the message to the next
person. When the message reaches the last person in the
circle, invite him to announce the message to the group.
SAY • God spoke through many prophets that He would
send a Savior. Our Bible story today is about some
wise men who understood these prophecies. Listen
to find out what they did because they believed that
God’s promised Savior had come.
OPTION 2:

Transition to teach the story
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TEACH the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Countdown
• countdown video

Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
• leader attire
• star

Tip: If you prefer
not to use
themed content
or characters,
adapt or omit this
introduction.
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[Leader walks into the room with eyes fixed on a star hanging
from the ceiling. Walk around the star, looking at it from all
angles, making a face of wonder or amazement.]
LEADER • Welcome back, everyone. We’ve been learning
about the birth of Jesus, God’s very own Son. He
had a mom and earthly dad who didn’t seem all that
extraordinary. Jesus wasn’t born in a palace, and the
people who came to worship Him weren’t fancy, rich
people. They were lowly shepherds.
But … [point to star] God displayed a bright sign
to announce that Jesus was the hero—the Rescuer—
they had been waiting for. God put this star in
the sky, like a spotlight that shouted, “Here He is,
everyone! This is My Son!” Some men were on the
lookout for this sign. They had studied the promises
that God had made long ago. They searched with
their eyes and thought with their brains and trusted
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with their hearts that when this star appeared, it
would lead them to God’s promised King.

Big picture question (1 minute)
• The question we need to ask at this point is, why?
Why did these men travel so far to see a little boy?
Why did they care that He had been born? Had
they discovered what you and I know about Jesus?
Someone tell me, Why was Jesus born? [Call on a
kid to answer the question.] Precisely. Jesus was born
to rescue us from sin.

LEADER

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as
you review.
LEADER • Remember that the people of Israel had waited
for 400 years between the last prophet and Jesus’
birth. We learned that everything God said about
Jesus’ birth came true. Then an angel visited Mary
and Joseph to tell them that Jesus was coming! They
had to travel to Bethlehem to be counted for the
census that Caesar Augustus had ordered.
In Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to have
her baby. Then, at just the right time, the Savior was
born! Jesus had finally arrived! God announced the
birth of His Son by sending a choir of angels to some
ordinary shepherds in the fields.
Then a star appeared in the sky. Some wise men
traveled from far away to Jesus. Let’s hear the story.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to Matthew 2. Use the Bible storytelling
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• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Wise Men Visited
Jesus” video
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Story Point Poster
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Tip: Use Scripture
and the guide
provided to explain
how to become a
Christian. Make
sure kids know
when and where
they can ask
questions.
• “Christmas,
Session 5” questions
from kids video
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tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or
show the Bible story video “Wise Men Visited Jesus.”
LEADER • King Herod was an evil king who ruled over the
Jews. So when the wise men showed up at his door
and told him that they were looking for the new
King of the Jews, he was mad! Herod misunderstood
why Jesus was born.
Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue
us from sin. Jesus was born to be our Savior and a
shepherd for the Israelites, but Herod thought Jesus
might be a political king. Herod did not understand
who Jesus really was.
When the wise men found Jesus, the wise men
worshiped Jesus as King. They recognized that
something was special about Jesus, and they brought
Him three gifts—gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
Frankincense and myrrh are fragrant spices or
perfumes. All three gifts were usually given to royalty.
The wise men knew that He was the King they had
been waiting for!
God warned Joseph in a dream that Herod was
going to try to kill Jesus. Mary and Joseph took Jesus
to Egypt where He would be safe.

Christ connection
• The wise men came to worship Jesus as King.
Jesus is the King who will rule forever, as God
promised to King David in 2 Samuel 7. Jesus is the
true King who is worthy of all our worship.

LEADER

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Christmas, Session 5” questions from kids video.
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Prompt kids to think about why we give gifts at Christmas.
Guide them to discuss how they can share with others the
greatest gift ever: God’s Son, Jesus.

Missions moment (3 minutes)
• Raise your hand if you’ve ever heard of
• “Ministry Needs”
missions video
a country called Moldova (muhl DOH vuh). [Allow
kids to respond.] Moldova is a country in Eastern
Europe, and it is home to more than 3.6 million
people. Like the wise men worshiped Jesus as
King, men and women serving as missionaries in the
country of Moldova recognize that Jesus is the King
of their lives. They traveled far from home to share
the gospel with children in Moldova.
They love the children there by meeting their
physical needs and showing them Jesus’ love. They
also tell them the good news about Jesus so that the
kids might believe in Him and have hope for the
future. Check this out.
Show the missions video “Ministry Needs.”
LEADER • Let’s pray for the kids in Moldova to hear and
believe the gospel. Let’s also pray that God can use us
to help others hear the gospel wherever we go.
LEADER

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read • Key Passage Poster
together Galatians 4:4-5.
LEADER • Let’s review the whole passage together. I’d like to
have a few volunteers come up here with me to lead
us through the verses. Raise your hand if you want to
help me create hand motions for our key passage!
Demonstrate hand motions for key words to help them
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memorize the key passage. Review the passage three times
with motions. If additional volunteers want to help you
at the front, allow them to take a turn as they lead kids in
saying the key passage song.

Sing (4 minutes)
• Bible
• worship song of your
choice

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 147:1.
LEADER • One way we can show that we value Jesus is by
worshiping Him. Will you sing with me?
Sing together a worship song of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Let’s pray. Father, thank You that You sent Jesus
to rescue us from sin. Please turn our hearts to
worship the One who deserves all of our worship.
Help us to worship Jesus! Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me

Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God,
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud
and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent,
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus.
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete
with their families.
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APPLY the Story
Wise Men Visited Jesus
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 2
STORY POINT: The wise men worshiped Jesus as King.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 4:4-5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why was Jesus born? Jesus was born to rescue us
from sin.
SESSION TITLE:

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
• Key Passage Poster
• Christmas item

Display the key passage poster and lead to group to read
Galatians 4:4-5 together. Remove or cover the poster while
playing the game.
Guide the kids to stand in a large circle. Stand in the
center of the circle and lead the kids to recite the key
passage together. Hold up a Christmas object such as a
stocking or ornament. Pass the object to one of the kids.
Instruct her to say the first word of the key passage.
Then she should give the object to someone else, and he
will say the second word. Pass the object until kids say the
entire key passage.
SAY • Great work. If you haven’t memorized our key passage
yet, keep working on it this week. Memorizing God’s
Word helps us remember what is true.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
• touch bell or
noisemaker
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Distribute Bibles. Guide boys and girls to open their Bibles
to Matthew 2. Remind kids that the Book of Matthew
is one of the Gospels—the first four books in the New
Testament that tell about Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.
Explain that Matthew was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, or
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followers. Choose a volunteer to read aloud Matthew 2:1-2.
SAY • We saw in our Bible story today that the wise men
worshiped Jesus as King. They went to King Herod
and asked if he knew where to find the new king.
Herod wasn’t exactly happy about that. He didn’t
want someone else to be king; Herod was king!
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
• Why do you think some people do not want to
submit to Jesus as King? Prompt boys and girls to think
about what a person gives up to follow Jesus. Point out
that putting God first instead of self first can be hard,
but Jesus is always worth it!
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Matt. 16:24.)
• What makes Jesus the perfect King? Lead kids to talk
about how Jesus uses His power. He loves us! Jesus came
to earth not to be served but to serve. Everything He
does is for God’s glory and our good.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 2:5-8.)
• How can we worship Jesus as King? Guide kids to
consider how following Jesus changes how we think and
act. When Jesus is our King, we trust Him and obey
Him instead of trusting in and living for ourselves.
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Rom. 6:22.)

Option: Retell or
review the Bible
story using the
bolded text of the
Bible story script.

Activity choice (10 minutes)
Practice sharing the gospel
Use the gospel plan poster to review the gospel.
• Gospel Plan Poster
Help kids begin to feel comfortable sharing the gospel with
Tip: Use this
others. Ask the following questions:
activity option
• Who rules? (God rules. God created everything, and He to reinforce the
missions moment
is in charge of everything.)
from Teach the
• What did we do? (We sinned. Sin separates us from
Story.
OPTION 1:
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SAY

God, and the punishment for sin is death.)
• Who provided? (God provided. God sent Jesus to rescue
us from the punishment we deserve.)
• Who gives? (Jesus gives. Jesus gave up His life for us so
we can live with God forever.)
• What do we do now? (We respond. We can turn from
our sin and turn to Jesus.)
• Think about someone you can share the gospel with
this week. Pray that he or she will respond to the
good news about Jesus by believing in Him.

Gift wrap relay
Divide kids into teams of five or six kids. Instruct each team
• boxes, 1 per team
• wrapping paper
to form a single-file line at one end of the room.
• tape
At the opposite end of the room, set up one station
• scissors
per
team with items necessary to wrap a gift: a box, roll of
• gift tags
• bows
wrapping paper, tape, scissors, gift tag, and bow.
When you say go, each team will send one member to
their gift station to perform one task toward wrapping the
gift. (For example, the first kid may cut the correct amount
of wrapping paper, the second kid may use one piece of tape
to secure the paper to the box, and so on.)
After completing only one task, the kid will return to
his team and tag the next player. Then that player will rush
to the gift station to complete another task. The winner is
Option: Review the
the first team to wrap its gift (box completely covered with
gospel with boys
and girls. Explain
paper, gift tag, and bow attached).
that kids are
SAY • The wise men worshiped Jesus as King by bringing
welcome to speak
him special gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
with you or another
We probably all know what gold is, but does anyone
teacher if they
have questions.
know what frankincense and myrrh are?
[Call on volunteers to respond.] Frankincense was
OPTION 2:
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used as an ingredient in something like perfume that
was burned in the temple where people worshiped
God. Myrrh is a spice used in anointing oil;
sometimes it is used as a perfume. Why would the
wise men bring gifts like these to Jesus?
[Call on volunteers to give answers.] All three
gifts—the gold, frankincense and myrrh—were
very expensive gifts. Presenting gifts to kings was
customary; these wise men knew that Jesus deserved
to be offered precious, expensive gifts because He was
the King of the Jews—the King of all kings.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think
about and answer the questions listed on the page:
• What does this story teach me about God or the
gospel?
• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How
are they for God’s glory and my good?
• Are there any promises in this story to remember?
How do they help me trust and love God?
• How does this story help me to live on mission
better?
As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then
pray, asking God to give kids the opportunity to share the
good news about Jesus with someone who needs to hear it.
Pray that the listener would realize his need to be rescued
from sin.
As time allows, lead kids to complete “Words for the
Wise” on the activity page. Kids should unscramble the
letters to find some key pieces of today’s Bible story.

Christmas

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “Words for the
Wise” activity page,
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents
this week’s Big
Picture Cards for
Families to allow
families to interact
with the biblical
content at home.
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THE

GOSPEL
G OD ’ S P LA N fo r U S

The gospel is the good news, the message about Christ, the kingdom of
God, and salvation. Use these prompts to share the gospel with your kids.

GOD RULES. Ask: “Who is in charge at home?” Explain
that because God created everything, He is in charge of
everything. Read Revelation 4:11.

WE SINNED. Ask: “Have you ever done something wrong?”
Tell kids that everyone sins, or disobeys God. Our sin separates us
from God. Read Romans 3:23.

GOD PROVIDED. Explain that God is holy and must

punish sin. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take the punishment we
deserve. Read John 3:16.

JESUS GIVES. Ask: “What is the best gift you’ve ever

received?” Say that Jesus took our punishment for sin by giving
His life, and He gives us His righteousness. God sees us as if we
lived the perfect life Jesus lived. This is the best gift ever!
Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

WE RESPOND. Explain that everyone has a choice to

make. Ask: “Will you trust Jesus as your Savior and Lord? You can
turn from self and sin and turn to Jesus.” Read Romans 10:9-10.

The Gospel Project® for Kids
The Gospel Project® for Kids is a Christ-centered Bible study resource
that follows a chronological timeline of Bible events—from Genesis to Revelation—
over the course of three years. Each week, these stories come to life through video,
music, activities, and more as kids connect biblical events to God’s ultimate plan of
redemption through Christ. It’s the whole Bible like kids have never seen it before!
Check out these products to supplement The Gospel Project for Kids!

Classroom Bible - A one-time
investment!
The Gospel Project for Kids: Classroom Bible (005803464)
has been designed to align with The Gospel Project for
Kids 2018-2021 study plan. Its unique features will help
point kids to Jesus. The size, cover, and weight make it
a great fit for any child. At an affordable price point, this
Bible is great for stocking your ministry’s Bible supply.
Contact your local LifeWay store or Customer Service
(1-800-458-2772) to find out about bulk discounts.

Great resource for home!
Access The Gospel Project for Kids: Volume 1: In the
Beginning Family app inside the LifeWay Kids App,
available on the iOS App Store or Google Play.

DOWNLOAD the

LIFEWAY KIDS APP

