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U N I T  1 3   |   S E S S I O N  3

ELISHA SERVED AS A PROPHET
2  K I N G S  2

CHRIST CONNECTION: The Holy Spirit helps us when we trust in Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: Love the Lord your God. Deuteronomy 6:5

BABIES GOSPEL GEMS
• Elisha was Elijah’s helper.
• God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah.
• The Holy Spirit helps us when we trust in Jesus.

BIBLE STORY FOR TODDLERS: 
God told Elijah (ih LIGH juh) to find a man named Elisha (ih LIGH shuh) to be his helper. 
When the time came for God to take Elijah up to heaven, Elisha did not want to leave Elijah. 
They stood by a river. Elijah rolled up his coat and hit the water with it. The water divided, 
and they crossed on dry ground. Elisha said, “I want the same spirit that gives you power.” 
Elijah said, “If you see me go, you will have it.” Suddenly, a chariot of fire with horses came 
between them. Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha picked up Elijah’s coat and 
went back to the river. He hit the water, and it divided for him to cross to the other side.
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LEARNING LEARNING Activities
Engage babies in the following activities during the session. In each activity, provide 
handheld Bibles for babies to handle. Open a Bible to 2 Kings 2. Show the Bible story picture 
as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read the key passage phrase card. Pray for 
the babies.

SING A SONG
Sing to the tune of “Mulberry Bush”:

“Love the Lord God with all your heart

All your heart, all your heart.

Love the Lord God with all your heart

And live with Him forever!” 

SAY  With Jesus, we can live with God forever and love Him with all our hearts. The Holy Spirit 
helps us when we trust in Jesus.  

EXPLORE DRY FINGER PAINTING
Place 3-4 tablespoons of red tempera paint inside a ziplock bag (one per child) and seal. 
Consider double bagging to prevent leaks. Lay the bag flat on a metal or foil sheet pan and 
tape in place. Show the babies how to press on and move the paint in the bag using their 
fingers and hands. Allow babies to explore.

SAY  The paint in our bags is red like fire! That reminds me of the chariots of fire that came to 
take Elijah to heaven in front of Elisha. Elisha was Elijah’s helper. God gave us a helper too. The  
Holy Spirit helps us when we trust in Jesus.  

GRAB FOR THE SILK
Lay out blankets or soft mats for babies to lay on their tummies. Place strips of red silk or 
ribbons a reasonable distance away. Sit in front of the babies and encourage them to crawl 
toward and grab the silks. Help as necessary. Cheer when the babies reach the silks saying, 
“You got it! You did it!” 

SAY  Elisha was Elijah’s helper. Our red ribbons are like the red fire that came between Elisha and 
Elijah to take him to heaven.  

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to 
your church’s security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the 
Christ connection, gospel gems, and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a 
second hour.

BABIES ACTIVITIES
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LEARNING LEARNING Activities 
Engage toddlers in the following activities. In each activity, show the Bible story picture as 
you review the Bible story. Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle.

CIRCLE TIME
Open your Bible to 2 Kings 2. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the provided toddlers’ 
Bible story. Read the key passage phrase card and guide toddlers to say it with you. Pray for 
the toddlers.

PAINT TISSUE PAPER WITH WATER
Tear 1-inch pieces of colorful tissue paper. Layer about 20 pieces on top of watercolor paper. 
Dip paintbrushes (one per child) into bowls of water and paint water on the tissue paper for 
about 10 minutes. When dry, the pieces will fall off, leaving the color on the paper. Keep paper 
towels handy for easy cleanup. Tell the Bible story as toddlers paint.

SAY  Water is powerful. God is more powerful. God used His power to perform a miracle and 
divide the water in a river for Elijah and Elisha to cross on dry ground. 

PLAY “RING AROUND ELIJAH”
Instruct children to form a circle and grab a parachute or large bed sheet. Choose one child 
to sit under the parachute in the middle of the circle. Guide the children to march around 
“Elijah” and sing “Ring around Elijah / God sent down a fire / Waiting / Watching / We all fall 
down” to the tune of “Ring Around the Rosie.” Elijah’s job is to run or crawl out before the 
parachute falls. Repeat as time permits. Review the Bible story.

SAY  In our story, a chariot of fire came between Elijah and Elisha. Elisha was Elijah’s helper who 
watched as Elijah was taken up to heaven. God gave Elisha the same spirit that was in Elijah. God 
gives us the Holy Spirit to help us when we trust in Jesus. 

FOLLOW A FRIEND
Invite two children to pretend to be Elijah and Elisha. “Elijah” will wear a bathrobe and walk 
around the room. “Elisha” will follow him wherever he goes. Whatever Elijah says, Elisha will 
respond, “I will not leave you.” Allow Elijah to choose where to go in the room. Remind the 
child playing Elisha to always respond, “I will not leave you.”

SAY  Elisha was Elijah’s friend and helper. He stayed with him until the Lord took him away. 

PART A RIVER
Place kinetic sand in a plastic bin on a towel. Pour large craft rocks on top. Invite toddlers 
to divide the rocks and make a path on the sand. Provide sand toys for toddlers to part the 
“water.” Review the Bible story.

SAY  God did a miracle and allowed Elijah and Elisha to cross the Jordan River on dry ground. 

TODDLER ACTIVITIES

© 2022 Lifeway



Elisha Served as a Prophet  |  17

BONUS TEACHING HOUR

ELISHA SERVED AS A PROPHET
2  K I N G S  2

CHRIST CONNECTION: The Holy Spirit helps us when we trust in Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE: Love the Lord your God. Deuteronomy 6:5

TRANSITION ACTIVITY: FUN WITH FRIENDS
Gather toddlers in a circle. Begin by sharing examples of activities friends like to do together. 
Allow the children take turns telling things they like to do with their friends or sharing fun 
experiences they have had with their friends. Talk about why having a friend is so special 
because friends help each other. Review the story. 

SAY  Elisha was Elijah’s helper and friend. When it was time for God to take Elijah up to heaven, 
Elisha did not want to leave Elijah. The Holy Spirit is also our helper. The Holy Spirit helps us when 
we trust in Jesus. 

SING A FAMILIAR SONG
Sing to the tune of “Mulberry Bush”:

“Love the Lord God with all your heart

All your heart, all your heart.

Love the Lord God with all your heart

And live with Him forever!” 

CREATE BALLED-UP ART
Ball up a piece of paper. Invite the children to dip their paintbrushes in water cups and 
choose a watercolor to paint on the balled-up paper. When finished, set the balled-up art 
aside to dry. Provide paper towels for easy cleanup. Review the story as toddlers paint. After 
the papers are dry, uncrumple them to reveal the beautiful colors. 

SAY  In our Bible story, Elijah balled up his coat and hit the water of the Jordan River, but God did 
the miracle. God separated the waters of a river for Elijah and Elisha to cross on dry ground. 

WALK A TAPE PATH
Tape a path in different line patterns (zigzag, wavy, curved, loops, or other fun patterns) 
from one side of the room to the other. Place a Bible at the path’s end. Challenge the 
children to walk on the tape as if they were walking on dry ground between the waters of the 
Jordan River. For an added challenge, guide children with their eyes closed along the path. 

SAY  God did a miracle and separated the waters of a river for Elijah and Elisha to cross on dry 
ground. The Bible is our path and the Holy Spirit is our helper. The Holy Spirit helps us when we 
trust in Jesus. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your 
church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible 
story, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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