
52 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 12 • Session 4
Wise King Solomon

Unit 12 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God gave Solomon wisdom, but Solomon still made wrong choices. He stopped 
worshiping God. God told Solomon, “Since you turned away from Me, I 
will split your kingdom when your son is king.” After Solomon died, his son 
Rehoboam became king. The people said to Rehoboam, “We will serve you if 
you make our work easier.” Instead, Rehoboam said he would make the people 
work even harder! The people turned against Rehoboam, and Israel was divided. 
The bigger, northern part was called Israel. The smaller, southern part was called 
Judah. Rehoboam became the king of Judah.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom.
 *People from David’s family were kings of Judah.
 * Jesus was born into David and Solomon’s family.

The Kingdom Divided

BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12

STORY POINT: God knows everything.

KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is a perfect 
King who brings people together.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11. Show the 
Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom, but God still kept His promise to 

David. People from David’s family were kings of Judah. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ If you wanna know what’s right and wrong, just look in your Bible! 
God knows everything, God knows everything, God knows everything! 
His Word will give you wisdom.”

SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Jesus 
is a perfect King who brings people together.

Make heart art
Cut clear contact plastic into a heart shape for each baby. Tape the heart 
sticky side up to the floor or table in front of her. Help her stick torn pieces of 
construction paper or tissue paper to the heart. Seal the artwork with contact 
plastic and trim the excess. Write the Christ connection or story point.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. People from David’s family were 

kings of Judah. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus was born into David 
and Solomon’s family.

Play kingly/queenly peekaboo
Tape a yellow crown-shaped cutout to a nonbreaking mirror. Turn the mirror 
facedown as you hold a baby on your lap. Turn it faceup and position the mirror 
so it looks like he is wearing a crown. Play with each baby.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus is a perfect King who brings people 

together.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to 
say it. Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the 
Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Sing songs about God
Encourage toddlers to sing with you as you sing songs about God’s love, such as 
“Oh, How I Love Jesus,” “Jesus Loves Me,” and “God Is So Good.”
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Jesus 

is a perfect King who brings people together.

Divide the kingdom
Write the names of the twelve tribes on individual craft sticks. Help toddlers 
count the sticks as you name each tribe. Write Israel on one cup and Judah on 
another cup. Help toddlers put the tribe of Judah in its cup and the other tribes 
in the other cup. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. Only Judah and Benjamin stayed 

with King Rehoboam. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. Jesus was born into 
David and Solomon’s family in Judah.

Work really hard
Lead the toddlers through simple exercises, such as jumping with both feet, 
running in place, and curling their biceps while you count to 10. Tell the story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. When his son Rehoboam was king, 

Rehoboam made the people work too hard. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. 
People from David’s family were kings of Judah, the smaller kingdom.

Perform experiments
Provide scraps of paper, lightweight fabric, and thicker fabric or paper. Guide 
toddlers to experiment to see which items tears the best. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom, but 

God kept His promise to David’s family. People from David’s family were 
kings of Judah.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5a
STORY POINT: God knows everything.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is a perfect King who brings people together.

Transition activity: Play with play dough
Invite toddlers to make anything they want to make with the play dough. Talk 
about what toddlers make and why they wanted to make it. Retell the story.
SAY • GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. He made us able to make choices. Sometimes 

we make right choices and sometimes we sin. King Solomon’s sin split the 
kingdom. Jesus is a perfect King who brings people together.

Roll a ball
Guide toddlers to sit in a circle. Read the key passage card. Encourage toddlers to 
roll a ball to a friend. Every time the ball changes hands, say a word from the key 
passage. When you catch the ball, say the whole key passage.
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that we can ask God for wisdom. GOD KNOWS 

EVERYTHING, and He knows how life works best. Solomon did what he 
thought was best, but he sinned. King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom.

Clean the room
Give toddlers clean washcloths to help you dust the room. Assign other toddlers the 
task of cleaning up toys or picking up trash. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • King Solomon’s sin split the kingdom. When his son Rehoboam was king, 

Rehoboam made the people work too hard. GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING. 
People from David’s family were kings of Judah, the smaller kingdom.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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