
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY 
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 140

TEACH THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 142

APPLY THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)

PAGE 148

Unit 2 • Session 3

Unit 2 • Session 3

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 24

STORY POINT: 
God gave Isaac a wife to keep His 

covenant with Abraham.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Galatians 3:29

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why can we trust God? We can trust 
God because He is faithful and does 

everything for His glory and our good.

Isaac and Rebekah
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3

LEADER Bible Study
After God tested Abraham, Abraham named the place “The LORD Will 
Provide.” (Gen. 22:14) God repeated His promise to Abraham: “I will 
indeed bless you and make your offspring as numerous as the stars of the 
sky … And all the nations of the earth will be blessed by your offspring” 
(Gen. 22:17-18).

God blessed Abraham’s life, and he was about 140 years old when he asked 
his most trusted servant to go to his relatives and find a wife for his 40-year-
old son Isaac. Abraham believed God would keep His promise; he trusted 
that God had a wife for Isaac and that Isaac would have a family because 
he was the child chosen by God to carry the family line—to follow God, 
to lead the family, and to teach the next generation to follow God too.

Abraham’s servant asked God for a clear sign of who should be Isaac’s wife. 
When Rebekah appeared and agreed to give water to the servant—and 
also, she offered, to his camels—the servant knew God was at work. He 
responded with worship: “Blessed be the LORD, the God of my master 
Abraham, who has not withheld his kindness and faithfulness from my 
master” (Gen. 24:27).

Rebekah introduced the servant to her family, including her brother 
Laban. The servant recounted the events, and everyone agreed the Lord 
had chosen Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife. She traveled with the servant 
hundreds of miles to Abraham’s house. When she saw Isaac, she covered 
herself with a veil. The servant told Isaac everything that had happened. 
Then Isaac married Rebekah and loved her.

God provided Rebekah as a wife for Isaac as part of His covenant to bless 
the whole world through Abraham’s family. One day, Jesus would be born 
into Abraham’s family as the promised Savior.
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Isaac and Rebekah
Bible Passage: Genesis 24

When Abraham was old and his son Isaac was grown, Abraham 
wanted to find a wife for Isaac. He said to his servant, “Go to the 
land of my relatives and find a wife for my son.”

The servant agreed to go. He took with him ten of 
Abraham’s camels and all kinds of gifts. When 

he got to the land, he went to a well. It 
was evening, and he knew the women 

from the town would soon come to 
the well to get water.

The servant wanted to find 
the right wife for Isaac, so he 
prayed. “God, help me find a 
wife for Isaac. I will ask a girl 
for a drink of water. If she is 
the one Isaac should marry, 
let her also give water to my 
camels.” When the servant 
looked up, he saw Rebekah. 

She was beautiful and had never 
been married. The servant asked 

her for a drink of water.
“Drink,” she said. “I will also 

give water to your camels.”
Abraham’s servant watched Rebekah. 

When the camels had enough water, the 
servant gave Rebekah a gold ring and two bracelets. 

“Whose daughter are you?” he asked. Rebekah said, “I am the daughter 
of Bethuel.” The servant asked to stay at her father’s house. Then the 
servant praised God for providing a wife for Isaac.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use your voice: 
Pause and allow 
for silence between 
paragraphs or 
scenes to emphasize 
moments of travel or 
the passage of time.

• Use props: Show 
figures of a man 
(Abraham’s servant), 
a woman (Rebekah), 
and camels. Move 
them around as you 
tell the story.

The BIBLE Story
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Isaac and Rebekah
Bible Passage: Genesis 24

When Abraham was old and his son Isaac was grown, Abraham 
wanted to find a wife for Isaac. He said to his servant, “Go to the 
land of my relatives and find a wife for my son.”

The servant agreed to go. He took with him ten of 
Abraham’s camels and all kinds of gifts. When 

he got to the land, he went to a well. It 
was evening, and he knew the women 

from the town would soon come to 
the well to get water.

The servant wanted to find 
the right wife for Isaac, so he 
prayed. “God, help me find a 
wife for Isaac. I will ask a girl 
for a drink of water. If she is 
the one Isaac should marry, 
let her also give water to my 
camels.” When the servant 
looked up, he saw Rebekah. 

She was beautiful and had never 
been married. The servant asked 

her for a drink of water.
“Drink,” she said. “I will also 

give water to your camels.”
Abraham’s servant watched Rebekah. 

When the camels had enough water, the 
servant gave Rebekah a gold ring and two bracelets. 

“Whose daughter are you?” he asked. Rebekah said, “I am the daughter 
of Bethuel.” The servant asked to stay at her father’s house. Then the 
servant praised God for providing a wife for Isaac.

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use your voice: 
Pause and allow 
for silence between 
paragraphs or 
scenes to emphasize 
moments of travel or 
the passage of time.

• Use props: Show 
figures of a man 
(Abraham’s servant), 
a woman (Rebekah), 
and camels. Move 
them around as you 
tell the story.

Rebekah ran home and told her family what had 
happened. Rebekah’s brother Laban invited Abraham’s 
servant into their home. The family set a meal before the 
servant, but he did not want to eat. “First, let me tell you 
why I am here,” he said. The servant told them about 
Abraham and Isaac and how God showed him that 
Rebekah should be Isaac’s wife.

Rebekah’s family believed that God wanted Rebekah to 
be Isaac’s wife. The servant brought out gifts for Rebekah 
and her family. The next day, Rebekah went with 
Abraham’s servant to the land of Canaan.

In the evening, Isaac was walking in the field when he 
saw the camels coming. Rebekah got down from her camel 
and covered herself with her veil. The servant told Isaac 
everything that had happened. Isaac married Rebekah 
and loved her.

Christ Connection: God provided Rebekah as a wife for 
Isaac as part of His covenant to bless the whole world through 
Abraham’s family. One day, Jesus would be born into Abraham’s 
family as the promised Savior.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Isaac and Rebekah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 24
STORY POINT: God gave Isaac a wife to keep His covenant with Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share the hardest job 
someone ever asked them to do. Were they able to do it?
SAY • Has anyone ever asked you to find a wife for someone 

else? That’s what happened to someone in today’s 
Bible story!

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete “Genesis 24 Word Search” on the 
activity page. Kids should circle the words in the puzzle.
SAY • All of these words relate to the Bible story we will 

hear today. It’s found in Genesis 24, and this story is 
about how Abraham sent his servant to find a wife 
for his son Isaac.

Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Spot it!
Gather kids and explain that they will play a game in which 
they try to quickly find a hidden person figure without 
letting other players know where it is. Show the figure and 

• “Genesis 24 Word 
Search” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers

• small figure of a 
person, preferably 
female

140 Older Kids Leader Guide
Unit 2 • Session 3

© 2018 LIfeWay



then choose one player to hide it in the room where it can 
be seen or partially seen while the rest of the players wait in 
the hall or a corner with eyes closed and backs to the room.

Invite the players to return and begin looking for the 
object. Players may only use their eyes. The first player 
to spot the hidden object should keep walking around, 
counting silently to 10, and then say, “Spot it? Got it!” and 
then sit down. Allow other players to find the object and do 
the same. If time allows, let the player who first spotted the 
object to hide it for another round.
SAY • Did you spot what you were looking for? In our Bible 

story today, a servant went to find a wife for Isaac. 
He asked God to help him spot her.

OPTION 2: Watering relay
Form two teams. Instruct each team to stand in a line. Give 
each player a cup. Position an empty bucket at one end of a 
team’s line and a bucket with water at the other end.

When you say go, the first player will scoop water from 
the bucket and pour it into the next player’s cup. Players 
continue passing the water down the line. The last player 
dumps it into the empty bucket and moves to the front of 
the line to scoop more water to pass down the line. 

Allow kids to move water for a few minutes. Then 
compare buckets to see who moved the most water.
SAY • In Bible times, getting water was hard work. A person 

had to go to a well with a jug or bucket and then 
carry the water back home. In our Bible story today, 
Abraham’s servant went to a well. He was looking for 
something. What was it? We’ll find out!

Transition to teach the story

• 4 buckets, 2 with 
water

• cups, 1 per kid
• towels (for cleanup)

Tip: If playing on 
a surface that is 
slippery when wet, 
cover the area with 
towels or a large 
blanket to prevent 
slipping.
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing overalls or a long apron, a sun hat, and 
gardening gloves. He or she also carries a basket containing a 
Bible and a spray bottle of water.]
LEADER • Here you are! I am glad you came back to see me. 

In case you forgot or if you’re new here, I’m [your 
name], master gardener for this county. One of my 
passions is teaching people about gardening.

[Pick up spray bottle.] I recently finished a 
workshop on houseplants, and I was showing my 
students how misting plants can help slow water loss 
and increase humidity to an optimal level. I really 
enjoy seeing a plant start from a tiny seed and grow 
into a strong, healthy flower or shrub.

That makes me think about our Bible story today. 
[Hold up the Bible.] We’ve been in the Book of 
Genesis. God began something through Abraham: a 
big family. Let’s see how Abraham’s family grew.

• countdown video

• leader attire
• basket
• Bible
• spray bottle of water

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Isaac and Rebekah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 24
STORY POINT: God gave Isaac a wife to keep His covenant with Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.
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Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • Remember our big picture question and answer 
when you listen to this Bible story. I’ll say it once, 
and then we will say it together. Why can we trust 
God? We can trust God because He is faithful and 
does everything for His glory and our good. [Say 
it together.] Great work. Try to memorize our big 
picture question and answer. Next week, I’ll ask if 
anyone knows it.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Several generations after Noah, God made a 

promise to Abraham. Even though Abraham was old 
and had no children, God promised to give him a big 
family. God made a covenant to bless all the world 
through Abraham. 

Abraham’s wife Sarah had a son named Isaac. 
God tested Abraham and told him to offer Isaac as a 
sacrifice. Abraham trusted God even when he did 
not understand God’s plan. God stopped Abraham 
and provided a ram to be the sacrifice instead. Our 
Bible story today is about Isaac’s family.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Genesis 24. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “Isaac and Rebekah.”
LEADER • Abraham believed God’s promise. If God was 

going to give Abraham a big family, then Abraham’s 
family needed to grow. Abraham trusted that God 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “Isaac and Rebekah” 

video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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had a wife for Isaac, and he sent his servant to find 
her. How would the servant know who should be 
Isaac’s wife? The servant prayed and asked God for 
help. He asked God to give him a sign so that he 
would know he had found the right woman for Isaac.

The servant decided he would ask a girl for a drink 
of water. He said, “If she is the one Isaac should 
marry, let her also give water to my camels.” Well, 
that is exactly what happened! The servant saw 
Rebekah and asked her for water. She gave him water 
and then watered his camels too.

The servant praised God because God had clearly 
answered the servant’s prayer. Abraham’s servant met 
Rebekah’s family. She was a relative of Abraham, 
and the servant told Rebekah’s family that God had 
chosen Rebekah to be Isaac’s wife. Rebekah traveled 
with the servant back to the land of Canaan and met 
Isaac. Isaac married Rebekah and loved her.

Christ connection
LEADER • This story shows us how God was working 

out His plan to keep the covenant He made with 
Abraham. God gave Isaac a wife to keep His 
covenant with Abraham to bless the whole world 
through Abraham’s family. One day, Jesus would be 
born into Abraham’s family as the promised Savior.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 2, Session 3” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to discuss why they should pray even though 
God already knows everything. Have they ever noticed God 
answer a prayer in an unexpected way?

Tip: Use Scripture 
and the guide 
provided on page 
147 to explain 
how to become a 
Christian. Make 
sure kids know 
when and where 
they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 2, Session 3” 
questions from kids 
video
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Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • Rebekah obeyed God’s plan by leaving 
her home and marrying Isaac. Missionaries also 
obey God’s plan by going! God calls people to go to 
people all over the world and tell them about Jesus.

In this video, DJ and his mom leave their home 
in Canada to help their friends who are Christian 
workers in South Asia.

Watch the “They Matter to Jesus (Part 1)” missions video.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Galatians 3:29.
LEADER • The gospel is for everyone! Abraham’s family isn’t 

made up of only people related to him; Abraham’s 
family is everyone who trusts in Jesus.

When we trust in Jesus, we belong to Him and 
are part of God’s people—the promised family too 
numerous to count. We share in the blessings God 
promised to Abraham because we are heirs according 
to the promise. Let’s sing.

Lead boys and girls in singing “The Promise.”

Sing (4 minutes)

Open your Bible and read aloud Psalm 67:3-4.
LEADER • When Abraham’s servant met Rebekah, he 

praised God! God is gracious to us, and He has 
blessed us. God is our Creator and King. He loves us, 
and He provides for us. He reigns over us. Let’s praise 
Him together with a song.

Sing together “Our Creator and King.”

• “They Matter to 
Jesus (Part 1)” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Promise” song

• “Our Creator and 
King” song

• Bible
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Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord God, thank You for Your Word. We see in 

the Bible how You showed kindness and faithfulness 
to Abraham, and we realize that You have shown 
kindness and faithfulness to us as well. Help us to 
trust You. You are faithful and do everything for Your 
glory and our good. We love You. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Isaac and Rebekah
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 24
STORY POINT: God gave Isaac a wife to keep His covenant with Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Before the session, write words and phrases of the key 
passage on nine sheets of paper. Mix up the pages and tape 
them to the floor in a 3-by-3 grid. Display the key passage 
poster. Lead the kids to read the key passage together. Guide 
kids to line up at the grid, and invite them to take turns 
jumping through the key passage in order.
SAY • Great job. Can anyone tell me what it means to be 

an heir? [Allow kids to respond.] Being an heir means 
having rights to the father’s wealth.

When we trust in Jesus, we become God’s 
children. We are heirs and, like Abraham, we receive 
righteousness—not because of anything we have 
done but as a gift of grace.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute Bibles and ask kids if they know what the first 
five books of the Bible are called. (Pentateuch [PEN tuh 
tyk]) Explain that the word pentateuch means “five books.”

Challenge kids to name the first five books of the 
Bible. (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy) 
Comment that these five books were written by Moses. 

• Key Passage Poster
• construction paper
• marker
• masking tape or 

painter’s tape

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Guide kids to find Genesis 24 in their Bibles. Choose a 
volunteer to read aloud Genesis 24:40.
SAY • Abraham knew that for God’s promise to continue 

through Isaac, Isaac needed to have a family. So 
Abraham told his servant to go to Abraham’s 
homeland and find a wife for Isaac. God made it 
clear that Rebekah was the wife He chose for Isaac.

Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. God provided a wife for Isaac. What does He provide 

for us? Prompt kids to consider the many ways He 
provides for their needs. Highlight God’s provision for 
their greatest need in sending Jesus to be the Savior of 
the world. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Phil. 4:19.)

2. Does God care about the small details of our lives? 
Lead kids to realize that God created them and cares 
about them. He even knows the number of hairs on 
their heads! 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Luke 12:7.)

3. How can knowing that God is powerful and in 
control help us to trust Him? Guide kids to recall that 
God is faithful and does everything for His glory and 
our good. Emphasize that He is our loving Father who 
has unlimited power, so His plans always come to pass. 
(Option: Choose a volunteer to read Isa. 14:24.)

Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Everyday ways
Prepare “stations” by placing one photo from 

“Family in Canada” at four different tables or spots in the 
room. Invite kids to “spend the day with DJ,” a missionary 
kid in Canada. 

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

• “Family in Canada” 
printable

• paper
• pencils
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Form four groups and assign one group to each station. 
Ask kids to read the caption under the picture. As a group, 
kids should brainstorm ways they could share the gospel 
with people they know or encounter throughout the week. 
Groups should list their ideas. Ask a volunteer from each 
group to share DJ’s day from their station and read the list 
of ways to tell others about Jesus.
SAY • Whether we go to another culture or country or go 

next door, God can use us to tell others about His 
Son, Jesus.

OPTION 2: Bead bracelets
Provide pony beads and encourage kids to choose several 
beads to lay out in a row. Help each kid cut a length of 
ribbon several inches longer than the distance around her 
wrist. Assist kids in tying a knot three inches from one end 
of the ribbon. Demonstrate how to wrap the other end of 
the ribbon with tape. The tape should help keep the ribbon 
end from fraying. Thread the beads onto the ribbon.

When a kid adds the last bead, help her measure the 
bracelet against her wrist. Assist in tying a knot to keep the 
final bead from sliding off. Instruct her to cut off the excess 
ribbon a few inches from the knot.

Help kids wrap their bracelets around their wrists. Tie 
the ends together in a bow or loose knot. You may also 
suggest they make a bracelet to give to a sibling or friend.

If a kid does not want to make a bracelet for himself, 
encourage him to create one for a family member or friend.
SAY • In our Bible story today, who received a bracelet? 

(Rebekah) Abraham’s servant gave Rebekah two gold 
bracelets after Rebekah gave water to his camels. The 
servant knew God had shown kindness to Isaac by 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• pony beads
• narrow ribbon or 

nylon cord
• tape

Option: Review the 
gospel with boys 
and girls. Explain 
that kids are 
welcome to speak 
with you or another 
teacher if they 
have questions.
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providing a wife. God gave Isaac a wife to keep His 
covenant with Abraham to bless the whole world 
through Abraham’s family. One day, Jesus would be 
born into Abraham’s family as the promised Savior.

Journal and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute journal pages and pencils. Guide kids to think 
about and answer the questions listed on the page:

• What does this story teach me about God or the 
gospel?

• What does the story teach me about myself?
• Are there any commands in this story to obey? How 
are they for God’s glory and my good?

• Are there any promises in this story to remember? 
How do they help me trust and love God?

• How does this story help me to live on mission 
better?

As kids journal, invite them to share their ideas. Then pray, 
thanking God for His kindness and faithfulness. Praise Him 
for always keeping His promises.

As time allows, lead kids to complete “To the Point” on 
the activity page. Kids should cross out the words that do 
not belong in today’s story point. They should cross out 
words that begin with the letter S, words that begin and end 
with the same letter, and words that end in -ly.

• pencils
• Journal Page
• “To the Point” 

activity page, 
1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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