
Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. For free training 
and session-by-session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Genesis 12; 15; 17

STORY POINT: God made 
a covenant to bless all the world 

through Abraham.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Galatians 3:29

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Why can we trust God? We can trust 
God because He is faithful and does 

everything for His glory and our good.

God’s Covenant 
with Abraham
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Unit 2 • Session 1

LEADER Bible Study
Since the beginning, God wanted to bless and provide for His people. 
Genesis 11 records the generations between Noah and Abram. Noah’s son 
Shem had a family. Through Shem’s line, God would keep His promise to 
send a Savior. Shem’s seventh-great grandson was named Abram. Abram 
was born in Ur of the Chaldeans.

Abram was in his homeland when God spoke to him. God told Abram: 
“Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, 
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, I will curse anyone who treats you with contempt, and all 
the peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Gen. 12:1-3).

By faith, Abram obeyed God. He traveled toward the land of Canaan 
with his wife, Sarai; his father, Terah; and his nephew, Lot. They settled in 
Haran, about 600 miles from their home. When Abram was 75 years old, 
he left Haran with his wife, his nephew, and all their possessions.

Genesis 15 records the Abrahamic covenant. The word of the Lord came 
to Abram in a vision. God made a covenant with Abram and promised 
to give him offspring as numerous as the stars in the sky and to give his 
family the land of Canaan. At 99 years old, Abram was still childless. How 
would God keep His promise if Abram didn’t have any children? But God 
was serious about the covenant; He always keeps His promises. God even 
changed Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “father of a multitude.”

God promised to bless all the earth through Abraham. At just the right 
time, Jesus was born into Abraham’s family. (Gal. 4:4-5) Jesus fulfilled 
God’s promise to Abraham. (See Gal. 3:8.) Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners. Through Him, all the nations of the earth are blessed.
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God’s Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 12; 15; 17

Abram lived with his wife Sarai (SEHR igh). Abram was part of 
Noah’s family who had spread out on the earth after the great flood. 
God chose Abram and told him to move to a place he had never 

been. God promised Abram three things: a large family, 
land for his family, and blessing. This was 

a good promise. But Abram was sad 
because he didn’t have any children 

to inherit his blessing. 
Abram obeyed God. He 

went with his wife and nephew 
to the land of Canaan. God 
had a plan. He took Abram 
outside to remind him of 
His promise. “Look at the 
sky and count the stars, if 
you can,” God said. Abram 
couldn’t count the stars. There 
were too many! “Your family 

will be that numerous,” God 
promised. Abram believed God, 

and God was pleased.
God said, “I will give this land 

to your descendants.” Abram asked, 
“How can I be sure?” So God confirmed 

His covenant with Abram.
God told Abram to bring five animals: a cow, 

a goat, a ram, a turtledove, and a pigeon. Abram obeyed God, and he 
brought all these to him, cut them in half, and laid the pieces opposite 
each other, but he did not cut the birds in half. Then, when the sun 

Bible 
Storytelling 
Tips

• Use hand 
motions: Hold 
up three fingers 
when naming what 
God promised to 
Abraham and five 
fingers when naming 
the animals. Motion 
toward the sky to 
reference the stars.

• Draw pictures: 
As you tell the story, 
sketch pictures on 
a dry erase board or 
large sheet of paper 
depicting elements 
of the story such as 
stars or animals.

The BIBLE Story
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God’s Covenant with Abraham
Genesis 12; 15; 17
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Noah’s family who had spread out on the earth after the great flood. 
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a good promise. But Abram was sad 
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brought all these to him, cut them in half, and laid the pieces opposite 
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Bible 
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when naming what 
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of the story such as 
stars or animals.

was setting, a deep sleep came over Abram.
While Abram slept, God told him what would happen 

in the future. He said that Abram’s family would be slaves 
in another country for 400 years. Then God would judge 
the nation and bless Abram’s family. But first, Abram would 
live a long, peaceful life.

When it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming 
torch representing God passed between the animals. This 
showed that God would be responsible for keeping His 
promise.

Years passed, and Abram still did not have the promised 
son. God hadn’t forgotten, though. He promised that 
Abraham would become the father of many nations. God 
was so serious about His promise that He changed 
Abram’s name to Abraham, which means “Father of 
Many.” He changed Sarai’s name to Sarah.

God said, “I will bless Sarah. She will have a son, and 
you will name him Isaac.” God promised to keep His 
covenant through Isaac and his future family.

Christ Connection: God promised to bless all the world 
through Abraham. God sent Jesus from His home in heaven to 
be born on earth into Abraham’s family. Through Jesus, all the 
nations of the earth are blessed because Jesus saves people from 
their sins.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God made a covenant to bless all the world through 

Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they made a promise. Did they keep their promises? Why or 
why not?
SAY • Sometimes we make promises. A promise is a way 

to tell someone you are definitely going to do 
something. However, sometimes we make promises 
that we cannot keep. Today we will learn about 
a special kind of promise that God made called a 
covenant. God always keeps His promises.

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “Starry Code” activity page. 
Instruct kids to use the star shapes to fill in the vowels so 
they can read the story point.
SAY • Great job cracking the code! Today we will learn that 

God made a covenant to bless the whole world 
through Abraham. Part of God’s covenant involved 
the number of stars in the sky. What do you think it 
has to do with stars? We’ll see!

• “Starry Code” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: The name game 
Invite kids to sit in a circle with you. Lead them in a simple 
clap-clap-snap-snap rhythm. Repeat the rhythm until the 
kids feel comfortable with it. Then, without dropping the 
beat, state your own name in place of the second snap. The 
kid to your right will do the same, and so on until each kid 
in the circle has said his own name. For an added challenge, 
play a round where each kid says another kid’s name, who 
must then say a third kid’s name; play continues to pass in 
this way, instead of around the circle in order. 
SAY • Usually, we use one name for our whole lives. Today 

we will learn about a time God made a covenant 
with a man and changed that man’s name! Why do 
you think God would change someone’s name?

OPTION 2: Cock-a-doodle-moo
Distribute a different animal toy to each kid. Instruct the 
kids to sit in a circle and place their animal on the ground 
in front of them. Then deal out all the cards equally. Kids 
will take turns flipping their top card faceup. If two kids 
place a card of the same number faceup, those two kids 
must each race to make the sound of the other kid’s animal. 
The kid who fails to make the other kid’s animal noise first 
must take the cards from the other players discard pile. The 
first player to get rid of all her cards wins. 
SAY • Great animal sounds! Today we will learn about a 

time God used animals to show that He was making 
a covenant with a man named Abram. What kind of 
covenant do you think God might make?

Transition to teach the story

• animal toys , 1 per kid
• playing cards
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Suggested Theme Decorating Ideas: Decorate the room 
to look like a greenhouse or garden. Hang artificial plants 
from the ceiling, place potted plants around the stage, and 
prop gardening tools—such as a rake, a hoe, or shrubbery 
clippers—up against a table. You may choose to display the 
theme background slide.

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing an apron, a large sun hat, and 
gardening gloves. He or she is carrying a potted plant and a 
Bible.]
LEADER • Oh, hello there! Welcome to my garden! I was 

just getting ready to transfer this young sprout from 
its pot into the ground where it can grow big and 
strong. Sometimes it can be hard for a plant that is 
just starting to grow when it has to compete with 
other plants for nutrients and water. That’s why I 
often start plants in pots before moving them to the 
ground. 

• room decorations
• Theme Background 

Slide (optional)

• countdown video

• leader attire
• potted plant
• Bible

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God made a covenant to bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.
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But, silly me, I never introduced myself! My name 
is [your name] and I’m a world class botanist and 
gardener. A botanist is basically a plant scientist. I 
plant, well, plants. Then I study how they grow and 
what helps them multiply faster. Maybe one day I 
can even help end world hunger! But for now, I’m 
studying how plants reproduce and multiply. A 
single plant can produce many seeds, which can each 
become a whole new plant and produce more seeds!

It actually reminds me of the life of Abraham. Do 
you know about Abraham? God used him to be the 
seed of a great nation. Here, I’ll tell you all about it!

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • As we look at Abraham’s life, you will probably 
notice some situations that seem pretty odd by our 
standards today. As you listen, ask yourself this 
question: Why can we trust God? I’ll tell you the 
answer when we finish the story.

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • I know that you have studied some of the stories 

in the Bible that happened before Abraham’s life. Do 
you remember learning about Noah? Abraham was 
one of Noah’s descendants. A descendant is a member 
of a family that comes after you. So, a person’s 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren are 
all descendants of that first person. Now that we’ve 
cleared that up, let’s learn about Abraham.

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to Genesis 12; 15; 17. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the 
story, or show the Bible story video “God’s Covenant with 
Abraham.”
LEADER • Did you notice that at the start of the story, 

you heard about Abram? That’s the same man I’ve 
been talking about all along. God made a promise 
to Abram and later changed his name to Abraham, 
which means “father of many.” But this was not just 
any promise, this was a special kind of promise called 
a covenant. You see, under normal circumstances, 
if two people were going to make a covenant, they 
would have both walked between the animals. By 
sending the fire pot and torch through the animals 
without Abraham, God showed that He alone would 
uphold the covenant. Why can we trust God? We 
can trust God because He is faithful and does 
everything for His glory and our good.

God’s covenant with Abraham included promises 
for blessings and a large family. God made a 
covenant to bless the whole world through 
Abraham. But how could Abraham have a big family 
if he didn’t have any children?

Well, God already had a plan in place. God 
promised to give Abraham and his wife Sarah a son. 
God always keeps His promises. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Eventually, Abraham and Sarah had a son named 

Isaac! And Isaac had sons, who had sons, who had 
sons. Many, many years after Abraham lived, one 

• Bibles
• “God’s Covenant with 

Abraham” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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of his descendants was born to a woman named 
Mary. She wrapped Him in cloth and laid Him in a 
manger. She named Him Jesus. 

God promised to bless all the world through 
Abraham. God sent Jesus from His home in heaven 
to be born on earth into Abraham’s family. Through 
Jesus, all the nations of the earth are blessed because 
Jesus saves people from their sins. We are all dead in 
our sin, but Jesus took the punishment we deserved. 
When we believe in Jesus, God gives us new life and 
forgives our sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 2, Session 1” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about ways God blesses people. Guide 
them to discuss God’s greatest blessing to us. What are some 
ways they have experienced God’s grace in their lives?

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

LEADER • You know, having kids and grandkids 
is not the only way to grow your family. You can 
also grow your church family by telling others about 
Jesus. Let’s hear about a family that is doing just that!

Display the DJ’s family prayer card. Then play a game 
where you will say a nationality, and the kids will respond 
with where those people are from. For example, if you say 
“Russians” the kids will call back “Russia.”

Suggested nationalities: Australians, Estonias, Albanians, 
Peruvians, Germans, Canadians, and so forth.
LEADER • You know, just because a person is from a certain 

nation or country, doesn’t always mean he or she 
lives there! Many people from South Asia living in 

• “Unit 2, Session 1” 
Questions from Kids 
Video

• “DJ’s Family Prayer 
Card” printable
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Canada, which is why DJ’s family lives there! Instead 
of going to South Asia to preach the gospel to South 
Asians, they went where many South Asians now 
live: Canada.

And remember, we don’t always have to go to other 
countries to be a part of God’s mission. We can live 
on mission by showing love to everyone we meet and 
telling others about Jesus.

Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Galatians 3:29.
LEADER • This key passage tells us that when we believe 

in Jesus, we are part of Abraham’s family too! God 
made a covenant to bless the whole world through 
Abraham. Jesus came to make that blessing a reality 
for everyone who believes.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • God is good, and He deserves our praise. Let’s 
sing to Him.

Sing together “Our Creator and King.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for blessing the world through 

Abraham’s family. Help us to remember that You are 
always faithful and good. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “The Promise” song

• “Our Creator and 
King” song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word 
gospel means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of 
God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone 
has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because 
God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and 
deserves God’s punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your 
heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. 
Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith 
is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and 
complete with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: God’s Covenant with Abraham
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 12; 15; 17
STORY POINT: God made a covenant to bless all the world through Abraham.
KEY PASSAGE: Galatians 3:29
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Why can we trust God? We can trust God because 

He is faithful and does everything for His glory and our good.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Form two groups of kids. Assign one half of the key passage 
to the first group. Assign the other half of the key passage to 
the second group. Stand at the front of the room and direct 
a call and response. Point to each group and encourage the 
kids in that group to say their half of the verse. Start by 
pointing to the first group and then the second, but after a 
few rounds, switch it up to keep kids on their toes. 
SAY • That key passage teaches us that God’s covenant with 

Abraham is still holding true today! God promised 
to give Abraham a large family, and everyone who 
believes in Jesus is considered a part of that family. 
We are all blessed so that we can be a blessing to 
others.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Remind kids how to use the 
table of contents to find books of the Bible. Help kids find 
Genesis 12; 15; and 17. Read the Bible passages together or 
review the Bible story using the bolded text. 

Ask the following questions. Lead kids to discuss:
1. What three things did God promise to Abraham? 

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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(a large family, land for his family, and blessings; 
Gen. 12:1-3)

2. What did God say the size of Abraham’s family 
would compare to? (the number of stars in the sky, 
Gen. 15:5)

3. Did Abraham walk between the animals? (No, only a 
fire pot and flame torch passed through; Gen. 15:17)

4. Why do you think Abraham trusted God’s plan? 
Lead kids to discuss the idea that God is faithful and 
good. Discuss what it means for God to do things for His 
glory and our good. 

5. Have you ever been asked to do something difficult 
that you did not fully understand? Share personal 
stories and encourage kids to share their own experiences. 
Remind kids that our desires to be comfortable and 
safe can lead us to distrust God, but that His plans are 
always best.

6. What are some ways our salvation through Jesus is 
similar to God’s promise to Abraham? Help kids to 
recognize that in both cases, it is God who keeps the 
promise. God loves us even when we choose sin, and He 
will faithfully keep His promise to rescue everyone who 
believes in Jesus.

SAY • God made a covenant to bless the whole world 
through Abraham. Abraham probably struggled 
to trust God. God promised a large family, but 
Abraham and his wife Sarah were very old and still 
did not have a child. Why can we trust God? We 
can trust God because He is faithful and does 
everything for His glory and our good. 
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Silly speak
Tape each “Silly Speak” card to the wall where 

children can see. Ask for volunteers to read the words. Kids 
will most likely be unable to figure out their meaning. 
Then, read “A Story from DJ” and instruct kids to try 
reading the silly speak words again. If necessary, help 
explain their meaning.

• Sow they shuns ink Anna duh: South Asians in 
Canada

• Pair of shoots Rhonda plague round: Parachutes on the 
playground.

• Miss on hairy kit: Missionary kid.
• Bass cut bawl hand bye bulls nutty: Basketball and 
Bible study.

SAY • God called Abraham to leave his home and live in a 
new land. In a similar way, many South Asian people 
have left their original homes in South Asia to live in 
Canada. DJ and his family use many great strategies 
to tell them about Jesus. We can live on mission too 
by showing love to others and telling them about 
Jesus.

OPTION 2: Name meaning research
Use a baby name book or a computer that can access the 
Internet to help your kids research their name’s meaning. 
Allow the kids to write their names on a large sheet of 
paper, along with their names’ meanings. Encourage them 
to draw pictures that represent what their name means. 
SAY • The names our parents choose to give us sometimes 

have meaning based on what our parents felt when 
we were born or what they hope will be true about 

• “Silly Speak Cards” 
printable

• “A Story from DJ” 
printable

• tape

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment in 
Teach the Story.

• baby name book
• Internet access 

(optional)
• large sheet of paper
• markers
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us. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham, 
which means “father of many nations.” God made 
a covenant to bless the whole world through 
Abraham. God used Abraham’s new name as a way 
to reassure him that the promised family would 
come. 

In our lives, sometimes it can be hard to trust God 
when we don’t understand His plans. Why can we 
trust God? We can trust God because He is faithful 
and does everything for His glory and our good.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the activity page and any other pages 
home with the kids so that parents can see what their kids 
have been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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