Use Week of:

Unit 4 • Session 6

The Red Sea
Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE:
Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people
through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE:
Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
Is there anything God cannot do? God
can do all things.
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY

(15–20 MINUTES)
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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-bysession help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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LEADER Bible Study
The crossing of the Red Sea is an event in history that displays God’s
grace, remembered for generations as God’s mighty redemptive act. God
had clearly shown His power in Egypt through the plagues; now He was
about to do something even greater.
Instead of leading the Israelites into the wilderness, God instructed
Moses to turn back so that the Egyptians would think they were lost.
God purposefully hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that he would pursue the
Israelites. Why? “Then I will receive glory by means of Pharaoh and all his
army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the Lord” (Ex. 14:4).
Imagine the fear the Israelites felt as they saw the Egyptians pursuing
them. They expressed it in their complaints to Moses. (See Ex. 14:11.)
Moses spoke up to calm them: “The Lord will fight for you” (Ex. 14:14).
The Lord did fight for them. All night long, the Lord kept a pillar of
a cloud between the Egyptians’ chariots and the Israelites. Then He
instructed Moses to stretch out his hand; God drove back the sea with a
powerful east wind. By faith, the Israelites passed through on dry ground!
(See Heb. 11:29.) When Pharaoh and the Egyptians followed after them,
the waters came back and covered the entire army of Pharaoh. None of
them survived.
As you teach preschoolers this week, press into their hearts that God fights
for His people. He also punishes sin. God created a way to save His chosen
people by parting the Red Sea. In the same way, God created a way for
people to escape the penalty of sin through His Son, Jesus Christ. God
didn’t make a way of salvation for us because we deserve it but because of
who He is: a gracious and loving God who created us to know and love
Him.
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6

The BIBLE Story
The Red Sea Crossing
Exodus 13–15
After the first Passover, the Israelites quickly left Egypt. They
traveled with their families and their animals. God was with them.
During the day, God was in a cloud. He led them toward the Red Sea.
At night, God was in a fire.
One day, God told Moses to make a camp
near the sea. God told Moses, “Pharaoh
will change his mind and come after
you.” But God had a plan to rescue
the Israelites from Pharaoh.
The Israelites saw the
Egyptians coming after them.
“We are going to die!” they
said. “We should have stayed
in Egypt!”
“Do not be afraid,” said
Moses. “God brought you
here, and He will fight for
you.”
God told Moses what to do.
He said, “Stretch out your hand
over the sea.” Moses did, and
the sea was divided in two. It was a
miracle! The Israelites walked through
on dry ground, with walls of water on
both sides.
But the Egyptians were getting closer! God made
the wheels of their chariots swerve and wobble so they could not catch
up to the Israelites. As soon as the Israelites were safely on the other
side of the sea, Moses stretched out his hand again and the waters
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returned with a crash! The water covered the Egyptians, Bible
Storytelling Tips
sweeping over the king’s army. None of them survived.
When the Israelites saw what had happened, they • Sit between the
thanked God! They knew that God was real and that He water: Set up two
rows of chairs, backs
had sent Moses to lead them.
facing, several feet
Moses and the Israelites sang a song to the Lord. “The apart. Drape blue
Lord is my strength and my song,” they said. “He has saved fabric or a blue
tablecloth over
us!”
each row. Invite
preschoolers to sit
between the walls of
water as you tell the
Bible story.

Christ Connection: Moses led God’s people out of Egypt, and
God gave them the way to freedom across the Red Sea. Moses was
a great leader, but the Bible says Jesus is greater. God gives us
freedom from sin through His Son, Jesus.
• Wave steamers:

Tape pieces of blue
streamer to craft
sticks. Give each
preschooler a set of
streamers to wave
when they hear about
how God parted the
Red Sea.
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INTRODUCE the Story
The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all
things.
SESSION TITLE:

Welcome time
• “You Are Good” song
• offering basket
• Allergy Alert
download
• favorite toys related
to the Bible story
theme

Play a theme song in the background as you greet
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures.
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
• “Which Is Different?”
activity page, 1 per
child
• markers or crayons
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Invite preschoolers to circle the item in each row that is
different from the others.
SAY • Last week we learned how Pharaoh finally let God’s
people go. They hurried out of Egypt. God led His
people in a cloud during the day and in a fire at
night. They camped near the sea. In today’s Bible
story, Pharaoh changed his mind. Soon the Egyptian
army was in their chariots chasing the Israelites.
Listen to our Bible story to find out what happened.

Preschool Leader Guide
Unit 4 • Session 6
© 2018 LifeWay

Move to music
Play worship music. Suggest children move their bodies
•
as the music plays. Pat a steady beat on shoulders, legs, or
• “Guide Me, O Thou
Great Jehovah” song
bellies. Consider giving a ribbon to a child and show her
(optional)
how to wave it in the air.
• “You Are Good” song
SAY • Today we will hear that God rescued His people
(optional)
again! The army was chasing them, but God showed • ribbons, 1 per child
(optional)
Moses what to do. God led His people through the
Red Sea on dry ground and kept them safe from the
king’s army.

Look for letters
Write the words Moses, Red Sea, water, and God on index
cards. Help a child find the letter tiles that spell the words.
Read the words and talk about each word’s significance to
today’s story.
SAY • Moses led God’s people out of Egypt. Then God
divided the water of the Red Sea so the people could
cross on dry ground. Is there anything God cannot
do? God can do all things. He can even separate the
sea to save His people.

• index cards
• marker
• letter tiles

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them
to Bible study, show the countdown video, flip off the
lights, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy.
Before the session, glue red, orange, and yellow paper to a
cardboard tube to resemble fire. Cover another tube with
cotton balls to resemble a cloud. Ask children to follow you
to the Bible story area as you alternate holding up the cloud
and fire.
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• cardboard tubes, 2
• red, orange, and
yellow paper
• cotton balls
• glue
• countdown video
(optional)
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TEACH the Story
The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all
things.
SESSION TITLE:

Introduce the Bible story
• Bible
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

Place a bookmark at Exodus 13 in your Bible. Invite a
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book there is because
it is the only book that has God’s words in it. All
God’s words in the Bible are true. The Bible story we
will hear today really happened!
Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline.
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
• Story Point Poster
• “The Red Sea
Crossing” video
(optional)
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
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Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The Red Sea was in front of them, and the Pharaoh’s
army was behind them. God’s people were afraid,
but God told Moses what to do. God led His people
through the Red Sea on dry ground with walls
of water on both sides. God gave them a way of
freedom from the army. We can have freedom from
sin through God’s Son, Jesus.
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Practice the key passage
Cut out the key passage marker and place it at Hosea 13:4.
Invite a volunteer to come up and open your Bible to
the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. Practice the
motions you created for the verse. Ask the group to say
the passage together a few times. Invite a few volunteers to
stand, face the group and say the key passage from memory.
SAY • After the Israelites crossed through the sea, they
showed their love to the Lord when they sang a song
to Him. They knew God was their Savior.
Sing the key passage song, “No God But Me,” and the
theme song “You Are Good.”

• Key Passage Marker
• Key Passage Poster
• “No God But Me” song
• “You Are Good” song

Learn the big picture question
SAY

• God did something no one else could do. He
separated the Red Sea to save His people. Is there
anything God cannot do? God can do all things.

• Big Picture Question
Poster

Missions moment
Remind preschoolers that the Bagbys* are
missionaries in Nepal. Invite them to play out the Bagbys’
trek through the mountains. Call out obstacles the Bagbys
might encounter such as a river, avalanche, blizzard, rain,
yak, fallen rocks, and so forth. Lead preschoolers to play out
moving through or around the obstacle when they hear it.
SAY • God provided the way of freedom for Moses and the
Israelites. God provided the way for all people to be
freed from sin and death through His Son, Jesus.
God is using the Bagby family to tell the Tibetan
people the good news of the gospel.

*Names changed for
security purposes.

Pray and transition to experience the story
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EXPERIENCE the Story
The Red Sea Crossing
BIBLE PASSAGE: Exodus 13–15
STORY POINT: God led His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
KEY PASSAGE: Hosea 13:4b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all
things.
SESSION TITLE:

Build tents
• paper
• blue paper
• markers
• people and animal
figures (optional)

• “People Worship God”
printable
• paper
• construction paper
• stapler
• markers
• glue
• blunt-tipped scissors
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Show a child how to fold a sheet of paper in half. Unfold
slightly and place it on a floor to resemble a tent. Decorate
tents with markers. Lay pieces of blue paper nearby to
resemble the Red Sea. Consider adding toy people and
animals to play out camping. Tell segments of the story as
boys and girls play it out. Open a Bible to Exodus 14:1-4 to
show preschoolers the place in the Bible where God told the
Israelites where to camp.
SAY • God’s people camped by the Red Sea after Moses led
them out of Egypt. When the army chased them,
God rescued His people and separated the sea in two.
God led His people through the Red Sea on dry
ground. Moses led the people well, but the Bible
says Jesus is greater than Moses. Jesus rescues us from
sin when we trust Him.

Make a book
Stack two pieces of white paper together and fold them
in half. Fold one sheet of construction paper in half.
Nest white paper inside and bind together with staples to
form a book. Write My Worship Book on the front. Print
enough copies of “People Worship God” printable for each
preschooler to have nine images. Cut apart the images.
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Older preschoolers may cut out the images. Provide art
materials and invite preschoolers to draw or glue pictures of
children who are worshiping God.
SAY • After God led His people through the Red Sea on
dry ground, Moses and the Israelites thanked God
and sang songs to Him. They worshiped God for
saving them in a way that no one else could. Is there
anything God cannot do? God can do all things.
God saved His people from the army, and God saves
us from sin through Jesus, His Son.

Scoop and pour water and sand
Place the story picture in the bottom of a tub. Cover the
picture with a thin layer of sand. Let preschoolers move
the sand with paintbrushes to expose parts of the picture.
Fill a second tub one-third full of water. Set towels nearby.
Using sponges, pipettes, and funnels, show boys and girls
how to move water to fill a cup. Make predictions about
the number of pours it will take to move all the water. Talk
about the parting of the Red Sea as children work.
SAY • Can we separate this water into two parts? No, only
God has that power. God led His people through
the Red Sea on dry ground and gave them freedom
from the army when He separated the water for the
Israelites. He also gives us freedom from sin through
His Son, Jesus.

• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• clean play sand
• paintbrushes
• tubs, 2
• water
• towels
• water play toys
(sponges, pipettes,
funnels, cups)

Play out the story
Roll out a large sheet of paper onto the floor. Cut it in half,
but lightly secure it together with tape. Provide blue crayons
and stickers. Invite preschoolers to work together to create
the sea by coloring the paper and adding stickers. Invite a
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• large sheet of paper
• scissors (adult use)
• tape
• blue crayons
• stickers
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volunteer to be Moses and stretch a hand out over the sea.
Pull the two pieces of the sea apart and lead the children to
walk through.
SAY • God told Moses what to do to rescue the people from
the army. Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and God made the sea divide in two so the Israelites
could walk through on the dry ground. Is there
anything God cannot do? God can do all things.
The best thing God did for us was sending His Son,
Jesus, who rescues us from sin when we trust in Him.

Listen to a story about the Bagbys
• “Bagby Review Story”
printable
• construction paper
• crayons
• giving box (optional)
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Give each preschooler a piece of construction
paper. Ask them to listen as you read the “Bagby Review
Story” and to listen for things the missionary family might
need to buy to do the work God has asked them to do
in Nepal. After the story, instruct preschoolers to draw a
picture of an item that could meet one of the needs they
heard. If you have a missions giving box in your room,
point to the box and encourage preschoolers to talk with
their parents about what they could give so others can go.
SAY • God can use our offering to make the way for more
missionaries like the Bagbys to go tell others about
Jesus.
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities.
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray,
thanking God for the snack.
Tint vanilla frosting with blue food color. Spread a thin
layer on top of a sugar cookie. Suggest a child break the
cookie in half before eating it and think about how God led
His people through the Red Sea on dry ground.
Display the Bible story picture as you ask the following
questions. Retell portions of the Bible story as needed.
1. How did God lead the people out of Egypt? (in a
cloud during the day and fire at night)
2. Who chased the Israelites? (Pharaoh’s army)
3. What happened when Moses stretched out his hand
over the water? (God divided the water. God led His
people through the Red Sea on dry ground.)
4. What happened to Pharaoh’s army? (God made the
waters come back together.)
5. What did the people do? (They worshiped God.)
6. Is there anything God cannot do? God can do all
things.

• countdown video
(optional)
• Allergy Alert
download
• paper cups and
napkins
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture
Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• vanilla frosting
(optional)
• blue food color
(optional)
• sugar cookies
(optional)

Transition

• Bible Story Coloring
Page
• crayons
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question
Poster
• “No God But Me”
song
• “You Are Good” song
• Big Picture Cards
for Families: Babies,
Toddlers, and
Preschoolers

When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key
passage or theme song.
If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture
cards for families.
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