
22 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 8 • Session 1
Conquering the Land

Bible Story for Toddlers
It was time to go into the promised land. God said to Joshua, “Be strong and 
courageous. I will be with you wherever you go.” Joshua told the people to get 
ready to cross the Jordan River. When the priests lifted up the ark of God, the 
people would follow the ark. The people obeyed. Joshua said, “You will know the 
living God is with us because the water will stop.” That is what happened! God 
made the river stop when the priests carrying the ark went into the water! Joshua 
told a man from each tribe to grab a stone to make an altar to remember what 
God did. All of the people crossed the river on dry ground.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God promised to be with Joshua.
 *God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross.
 * Joshua told the people to remember what God had done.

Unit 8 • Session 1 
Crossing the Jordan

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: We can 
remember what Jesus has done for us.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Joshua 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told 

the people to remember what God had done. God promised to be with 
Joshua, and GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: God promised to be with Joshua, and He promises to be with us too. GOD 

IS ALWAYS WITH US. We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Make an altar
Sit on the floor with babies propped in your lap or against a pillow. Give each 
baby a foam block or beanbag. One by one, help each baby stack the block or 
beanbag in the center of the circle to make an altar.
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told 

the people to remember what God had done by stacking stones. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US too. We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Examine sensory bags
Pour blue or clear shower gel into a ziplock bag with plastic fish, aquarium 
pebbles, and other river items. Seal the bag shut with duct tape. Invite babies to 
squeeze and explore the bags to look at the “water.”
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. God promised 

to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.

© 2018  LifeWay



24 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 8 • Session 1

TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Joshua 1. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make Jordan River art
Fold blue paper into a trifold for each child, folding both outsides to the center. 
Help toddlers glue brown paper into the middle section of the paper. Write 
the second gospel gem or the story point on the “sand.” Children will stick fish 
stickers on the blue paper, inside and out. 
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told the 

people to remember what God had done. We can remember what Jesus 
has done for us too. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Fingerwalk in kinetic sand
Pour kinetic sand into a plastic bin. (Recipes for taste-safe alternatives are available 
online.) Guide toddlers to practice fingerwalking in the kinetic sand. You may 
also use transportation vehicles. Briefly retell the story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. God showed His people that He was with 

Joshua when God made the Jordan River stop. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Gather stones
Scatter beanbags on the floor. Invite toddlers to line up as you lead them around 
the room. Let each child to pick up one “stone” as you walk. Return to the circle 
time area and stack your “stones.” Review the story.
SAY: God made the Jordan River stop so His people could cross. Joshua told the 

people to remember what God had done. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Sing songs about God’s love
Invite toddlers to sing “Jesus Loves Me” or “Oh, How I Love Jesus” with you. 
Review the Bible story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too. 
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Crossing the Jordan
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 1–4
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: We can remember what Jesus has done for us.

Transition activity: Play in water
Provide several towels or a drop cloth. Fill a large shallow tub with an inch of water. 
Float boats, rubber ducks, toy fish, and other water toys for toddlers to play with. 
While toddlers play in the water, briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua after Moses died. God showed that He was 

with Joshua when God made the Jordan River stop so His people could 
cross. Joshua told the people to remember what God had done. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US.

Practice the key passage
Place the key passage card in a small Bible at Deuteronomy 31:8. Hide the Bible in 
plain sight. Invite children to look for Bible. When a child finds it, tell him to bring 
it to you. Read the key passage aloud and invite children to repeat it. Play again as 
time allows.
SAY: God promised to be with Joshua. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US too!

Polish rocks
Post an allergy alert. Provide a hand-sized, smooth stone for each toddler. Dab 
mineral oil on cotton balls for toddlers to rub over the stones to make them shine. 
Retell the Bible story as toddlers work.
SAY: Joshua told the people to remember what God had done. We can remember 

what Jesus has done for us too. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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