
18 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 7 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 7 • Session 4
Wandering in the Wilderness

Unit 7 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The Israelites walked in the wilderness for 40 years. Moses was very old, and he 
had a message for the people. Moses said, “I cannot go into the promised land. 
The Lord will go before you, and God chose Joshua to lead you. God will not 
leave you.” Then Moses wrote down God’s rules. Moses told the people to be 
careful to obey God’s words and teach them to their children. “These words are 
your life,” Moses said. Moses blessed all of the tribes of Israel, and he praised God. 
Then God took Moses to the top of the mountain so he could see the beautiful 
land that God had promised His people. Then Moses died, and God buried him.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Moses led God’s people to the promised land.
 *Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God.
 *God promised to be with His people.

Moses’ Farewell

BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34

STORY POINT: We can trust God.

KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater 
than Moses because He rescues us.
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies. Open your Bible to Deuteronomy 31. Show 
the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems. Read the key passage card. 
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD. [Pray for the babies.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “God Is So Good”:

“ We can trust God, we can trust God, we can trust God! 
*God loves you and me.”

*Substitute God’s commands are good and God sent Jesus in subsequent rounds. 
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. God promised to be 

with His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 

Make handprint art
Provide painting smocks. Fold construction paper. On the front cover, write the 
second gospel gem. Paint a baby’s hand with washable finger paint. Gently press 
his hand onto the inside page. Wipe his hand immediately. Write the story point 
or Christ connection by the handprint. Let the book dry.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Perform a fingerplay
Sit with a baby on your lap facing you. Gently move her arms as you say the 
following fingerplay.

“ God loves me. [Cross a baby’s hands over her heart.] 
God is always with me. [Place her hand over her heart.] 
I can trust God.” [Raise one hand to point to God.]

SAY: God promised to be with His people. God always keeps His promises. WE 

CAN TRUST GOD to be with us too!

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. 
Read the key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to 
Deuteronomy 31. Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the 
story point and gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Write a message
Provide washable markers or jumbo crayons for toddlers. Invite them to “write” a 
message on paper, and then glue the message onto a larger piece of construction 
paper to make a frame. Write the story point on each child’s frame.
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. God promised to be 

with His people. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Play with people figures
Fold sheets of scrap paper in half and stand them up to be “tents.” Provide peg 
people or other people and animal figures for toddlers to play out the Israelite 
camp. As toddlers play, retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Moses reminded God’s people 

to love and obey God when they left their tents and entered the promised 
land. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Climb a mountain
Pile a few throw pillows on the floor and cover them with a blanket. Assist 
toddlers as they climb the “mountain” one at a time. Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. Jesus is greater than Moses 

because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD because He sent Jesus.

Look at mountains
Provide books about mountains for toddlers to view. You may also print images of 
mountains from the Internet. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land. He could not enter the 

promised land because he had disobeyed God, but God let him stand on a 
mountain and see the land God had promised. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

© 2018  LifeWay



21Wandering in the Wilderness

BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Moses’ Farewell
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5a
STORY POINT: We can trust God.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus is greater than Moses because He rescues us.

Transition activity: Play “Simon Says”
Invite toddlers to stand up. Explain that you are going to give instructions. Children 
will only do the instructions that follow “Simon says.” Perform the actions with the 
children. Gently correct a child who makes an error. Retell the Bible story.
SAY: Moses led God’s people to the promised land but could not go with them. 

Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God. Jesus is greater than 
Moses because He rescues us. WE CAN TRUST GOD.

Sing a song
Invite children to hold hands and slowly walk in a circle as you sing to the tune of 
“Ring Around the Rosie” : “God is always with me, / He will never leave me. / I can 
trust, I can trust, I can trust God!” Encourage children to sit down after the final 
word. Play again as time allows.
SAY: WE CAN TRUST GOD. God promised to be with His people. God is with us.

Count to 12
Gather 12 blocks, counting bears, or other small items for toddlers to count aloud 
with you. If you have 12 children in your class, considering counting the children 
by saying “God loves [each child’s name]” as you pat them gently on the head or 
shoulder. Talk about how the Israelites lived in twelve tribes. 
SAY: Moses reminded God’s people to love and obey God, and then he blessed each 

tribe by name. WE CAN TRUST GOD. 

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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