
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 7 • Session 4 

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)

PAGE 46

TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 48

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 50

Unit 7 • Session 4 

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Deuteronomy 31–34

STORY POINT: Moses reminded 
the people of God’s promise.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Proverbs 3:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go 

against God and His commands.

Moses’ Farewell
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LEADER Bible Study
Decades had passed since God used Moses to rescue the Israelites from 
slavery and lead them toward the promised land. The Israelites had not 
trusted God then and had refused to enter the land.

After 40 years of wandering in the wilderness, the Israelites were once 
again at the edge of the promised land. But this time, it was a whole new 
generation of Israelites—many of whom had not even been born when the 
people left Egypt and came to this land the first time. Their leader, Moses, 
was 120 years old.

Moses wrote the Book of Deuteronomy to tell the people all that God 
had done for them and to repeat the laws and instructions that God had 
given His people. At the end of the book, God told Moses that Moses 
would soon die, never setting foot in the promised land because of his 
disobedience. (See Num. 20:12.) Instead, God chose Joshua to lead Israel 
into the land.

God also revealed to Moses that even though Israel had just endured 40 
years of punishment for not trusting Him, the people would abandon 
God again. Having the laws written out would not be enough to keep the 
Israelites from breaking their covenant with God. Moses emphasized that 
obedience would lead to blessing and life, but disobedience would lead to 
curses—namely, exile from the land.

Moses went up to a mountain where he could see the land that God had 
promised to give to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then 
Moses died there.

Moses wasn’t perfect, but he was a good leader for God’s people. No other 
prophet in Israel was like Moses—until Jesus came. The Bible says Jesus 
deserves more glory than Moses. Jesus died and was raised so that Moses 
and every believer in all of time can enter the promised land of God’s 
kingdom.
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The BIBLE Story

Moses’ Farewell
Deuteronomy 31–34

Moses was very old. He knew he would not go into the promised 
land, so he gave the Israelites an important message. Moses said, “The 
Lord will lead you. He will overpower your enemies. And Joshua will be 

your leader.” Then Moses said, “Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid. God will be with you, and 

He will not leave you.”
Moses wrote down God’s law and 
gave it to the priests. He told the 

priests to read the law to the 
people every seven years. This 
way, the people would listen, 
obey the law, and teach the law 
to their children. The priests 
put the law with the ark of the 
covenant.

God told Moses and 
Joshua to go to the tabernacle. 
The Lord made Joshua the 

Israelites’ new leader. “Be 
strong and courageous,” God 

said to Joshua. “You will bring 
the Israelites into the promised 

land, and I will be with you.”
God told Moses to write down a song 

and teach it to the people. The song was 
a warning: If you disobey God, bad things will 

happen. Moses wrote down the song and read it to the Israelites so 
they would remember God’s words. Moses said, “These words are your 
life.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Preach it! Set up a 
podium/pulpit. Invite 
a child to stand in 
front of the group 
and say, “Be strong!” 
and “Have courage!” 
to his friends. Ask 
boys and girls to 
“show their muscles” 
whenever the people 
are told to have 
courage or be strong.

• Visit the worship 
center: Follow your 
church’s security 
procedures as you 
visit the worship 
center. Point out 
where the worship 
leader and pastors 
stand to talk to the 
people. Sit in the 
pews and sing a song. 
Invite a pastor to talk 
about Moses or tell 
today’s Bible story.
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Moses’ Farewell
Deuteronomy 31–34

Moses was very old. He knew he would not go into the promised 
land, so he gave the Israelites an important message. Moses said, “The 
Lord will lead you. He will overpower your enemies. And Joshua will be 

your leader.” Then Moses said, “Be strong and courageous. 
Do not be afraid. God will be with you, and 

He will not leave you.”
Moses wrote down God’s law and 
gave it to the priests. He told the 

priests to read the law to the 
people every seven years. This 
way, the people would listen, 
obey the law, and teach the law 
to their children. The priests 
put the law with the ark of the 
covenant.

God told Moses and 
Joshua to go to the tabernacle. 
The Lord made Joshua the 

Israelites’ new leader. “Be 
strong and courageous,” God 

said to Joshua. “You will bring 
the Israelites into the promised 

land, and I will be with you.”
God told Moses to write down a song 

and teach it to the people. The song was 
a warning: If you disobey God, bad things will 

happen. Moses wrote down the song and read it to the Israelites so 
they would remember God’s words. Moses said, “These words are your 
life.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Preach it! Set up a 
podium/pulpit. Invite 
a child to stand in 
front of the group 
and say, “Be strong!” 
and “Have courage!” 
to his friends. Ask 
boys and girls to 
“show their muscles” 
whenever the people 
are told to have 
courage or be strong.

• Visit the worship 
center: Follow your 
church’s security 
procedures as you 
visit the worship 
center. Point out 
where the worship 
leader and pastors 
stand to talk to the 
people. Sit in the 
pews and sing a song. 
Invite a pastor to talk 
about Moses or tell 
today’s Bible story.

Finally, Moses blessed the people. “How happy are you, 
Israel!” Moses said. “Who is like you? The Lord has saved 
you. He protects you and fights for you. Your enemies will be 
afraid, and you will win against them.”

Moses went up to the top of a mountain where he 
could look across the Jordan River and see the promised 
land. Moses died there, and the Israelites cried. Then 
they turned to Joshua, their new leader. Joshua would take 
them into the land God promised.

Christ Connection: Moses was a good leader for God’s people. 
No one else was like Moses—until Jesus came. The Bible says 
Jesus is greater than Moses. He alone is our perfect leader. Jesus 
died and came back to life so that Moses and every believer can 
enter the promised land of God’s kingdom.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Moses’ Farewell
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34
STORY POINT: Moses reminded the people of God’s promise.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against 

God and His commands.

Welcome time
Play the theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers, and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Give an activity page and a marker or crayon to a child. 
Invite her to look at the first picture, and then circle the 
seven differences in the second picture. 
SAY • What differences did you see in the pictures? In the 

first picture, Moses is speaking to the people. In the 
second picture, Joshua is speaking to the people. We 
will hear how Joshua became the next leader of Israel 
after Moses in today’s Bible story. 

Enjoy a writing station
Arrange a variety of writing materials. Include lined paper, 
note cards, stationery, gel pens, highlighters, or colored 
pencils. Print Bible story-related words on index cards. 
Encourage children to draw pictures, copy, or print words.   
SAY • In our Bible story today, Moses wrote down God’s 

law and gave it to the priests. He told the priests 

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Find the 
Differences” activity 
page, 1 per child

• crayons or markers

• assorted paper (lined 
paper, note cards, 
stationery)

• writing utensils 
(pencils, pens, 
markers)

• index cards
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to read the law to the people every seven years. 
Moses was old and knew he would not go into the 
promised land with God’s people. He wanted them 
to remember God’s promise. Listen to our Bible story 
to hear what else Moses said to the people. 

Build mountains
Look at pictures of mountains in a book, smart phone, 
or electronic tablet. Build mountains in a variety of ways. 
Stack blocks to form a mountain range. Tape the outline of 
a mountain’s shape on the floor near the blocks, and invite 
children to arrange blocks along the shape’s edge. Prop up 
cardboard pieces to build a mountain. 
SAY • In today’s Bible story, Moses went up to the top of 

a mountain where he could look across the Jordan 
River and see the promised land. Listen to hear what 
Moses told the people to get them ready to enter the 
land God would give them. 

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Call boys and girls to Bible study by age. Invite the older 
children to join you first, then add younger preschoolers 
until everyone has arrived. Show the Bible story picture 
poster. Invite a child to point to Moses, the person in the 
picture who is very old.

• pictures of 
mountains

• blocks
• masking tape
• cardboard pieces

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Moses’ Farewell
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34
STORY POINT: Moses reminded the people of God’s promise.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against 

God and His commands.

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Deuteronomy 31 in your Bible. Invite 
a preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • The Bible is the most important book. God talks to us 

by using His words in the Bible. Everything God says 
is true. Our Bible story is from Deuteronomy, the fifth 
book of the Bible.

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Tell or watch the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers. 
SAY • Moses reminded the people of God’s promise. 

Moses had led God’s people out of slavery in Egypt. 
He was the leader that the Israelites needed while 
they were in the wilderness. Moses was great, but the 
Bible says Jesus is greater. Jesus died and came back 
to life so that Moses and every believer can enter the 
promised land of God’s kingdom.

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Moses’ Farewell” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Proverbs 3:5. Invite a child 
to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 
aloud. Invite a few volunteers to stand, face the group and 
say the key passage from memory to their friends. Offer 
help as needed and praise a child’s efforts.  
SAY • Moses wrote down a song and taught it to the 

people. He wanted the people to remember God’s 
words. Let’s sing a song to help us remember the key 
passage and that we can trust God. 

Sing the key passage song, “Trust in the Lord,” and the 
theme song, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Moses wanted the people to listen to God’s law. He 

wanted them to learn it, teach it to their children, 
and obey it so they would not sin. What does it 
mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His 
commands. 

Missions moment
SAY • Remember Morgan Grace? She went to 

East Asia to deliver water filters to people in faraway 
villages. In one village, Morgan Grace met a girl 
named Jun (JOON). Watch this video to see what 
God did in Jun’s life. 

Show the “OneCup (Part 2)” missions video.
SAY • God used the love of believers to change Jun’s life. 

Now Jun will enter the promised land of God’s 
kingdom. Let’s pray for Jun and her village. 

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Trust in the Lord” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “OneCup (Part 2)” 
missions video
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Experience THE STORY
SESSION TITLE: Moses’ Farewell
BIBLE PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31–34
STORY POINT: Moses reminded the people of God’s promise.
KEY PASSAGE: Proverbs 3:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against 

God and His commands.

Seek and find
Cut 10 strips out of construction paper, making two strips 
each from five different colors. Place one strip of each color 
in a gift bag. On the other set, print the words Moses, God, 
Joshua, Deuteronomy, and Verse 6 on separate strips. Mark 
five Bibles at Deuteronomy 31 with the strips and place 
them visibly around the room. Invite a child to select a 
strip from the bag and locate the Bible with the matching 
colored strip. Help the child open the Bible, and read the 
word on the paper strip. Search Deuteronomy 31 for the 
word and touch it. Briefly mention each word’s significance 
to the Bible story. Read verse 6 when it is selected.
SAY • Our Bible story is in Deuteronomy. The Old 

Testament Book of Deuteronomy tells about the 
ways Moses reminded the people of God’s promise. 
Moses told the people to be strong, to read God’s 
law, and to teach it to their children. Moses was a 
great leader, but Jesus is even greater than Moses. 
Jesus died and came back to life so that everyone can 
enter the promised land of God’s kingdom. 

Make a musical shaker
Post an allergy alert. Invite children to spoon grains into a 
cup. Place a second cup upside-down on top of each cup 

• Bibles, 5
• construction paper, 

5 colors
• scissors (adult use)

• Allergy Alert
• plastic disposable 

cups, 2 per child
• dried grains (rice, 

lentils, beans)
• spoon
• narrow width duct 

tape
• decorative tape
• blunt-tipped scissors
• non-fantasy nature 

stickers
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with rims touching. Affix the two cups together with duct 
tape to create a shaker. Show a child how add stickers or 
cut strips of decorative tape to personalize her shaker. Play 
the key passage or theme song. Encourage a child to keep a 
steady beat with a shaker. 
SAY • God told Moses to write down a song and teach it 

to the people. Moses wrote down the song and read 
it to the Israelites so they would remember God’s 
words. Moses wanted the people to obey God’s 
commands and not sin against God. What does it 
mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His 
commands. Later, God sent Jesus, our perfect leader.  
Jesus died and came back to life to forgive our sin.

Collage outdoor pictures
Cut pictures of outdoor scenery, especially mountains, from 
travel magazines, catalogs, or printed from the Internet. 
Hang a large sheet of paper on a wall at a child’s eye level. 
Place nature pictures and glue sticks on paper plates on the 
floor. Show a child how to rub the glue on the paper and 
add a picture. Encourage them to add nature drawings. 
Point to a picture of a mountain and mention that Moses 
climbed a mountain before he died.
SAY • Moses reminded the people of God’s promise. 

Moses did not get to live in the land God promised 
the Israelites, but God had something better for 
Moses and for us. We get live in the promised land 
of God’s kingdom when we turn from our sin and 
follow Jesus. Jesus is our perfect leader who died and 
came back to life to give us life forever with God.

• nature pictures (from 
magazines, catalogs, 
Internet)

• scissors (adult use)
• large sheet of paper
• tape
• paper plates
• glue sticks
• washable markers
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Make a key passage mountain puzzle
Mark the key passage in your Bible with the Bible story 
picture poster. Print a “Key Passage Mountain” on 
heavyweight paper for each child. Use the Bible translation 
your church prefers. Open your Bible. Show the Bible 
story picture poster. Read the key passage. Demonstrate 
how to trace the words in the key passage. Say the verse 
often. When a preschooler finishes tracing, help him cut 
his mountain into three or four segments to create a puzzle. 
Encourage child to assemble his puzzle. Store pieces in a 
ziplock bag.
SAY • Moses wanted the people to trust God and obey 

Him, even when they did not understand what was 
happening. Moses reminded the people of God’s 
promise to be with them. Moses, and later Joshua, 
were good leaders for the Israelites, but Jesus is our 
perfect leader. Everyone who trusts in Jesus will enter 
the promised land of God’s kingdom.

Talk about meeting needs
Print the “Meeting Needs” photographs in color. 

Gather the items listed in the margin, and set them across 
the room from the group. Explain to preschoolers that a 
need is something a person must have. Hold up a photo. 
Invite a volunteer to retrieve the item he thinks will best 
meet the need displayed in the photo. Continue with the 
other photos and items.
SAY • Great job meeting the needs you saw on the cards! 

Meeting needs is a great way to talk to people about 
their greatest need—trusting in Jesus! We can meet 
that need by telling people how Jesus died and came 
back to life to rescue people from sin. 

• “Key Passage 
Mountain”printable, 
1 per child in 
your perferred 
translation

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

• Bible
• markers
• blunt-tipped scissors
• quart-sized ziplock 

bags

• “Meeting 
Needs”printable

• bottle of water
• box of bandages
• socks
• soap
• granola bar 
• a box of tissues
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands, and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve sliced fruit for snack. Remind preschoolers that 
the promised land was filled with good fruit. God’s people 
had sinned and not trusted God to give them the land, 
so they wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. What 
does it mean to sin? To sin is to go against God and His 
commands. Finally, Israel was about to go in the land God 
promised them.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who did Moses remind the people would be with 
them as they entered the land? (God)

2. Who would lead the Israelites into the promised 
land? (Joshua)

3. Why did Moses want the priests to read the law to 
the people every seven years? (so they would obey the 
law and teach the law to their children)

4. What does it mean to sin? (To sin is to go against God 
and His commands.)

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• sliced fruit (optional) 

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Trust in the Lord” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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