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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 9 • Session 1 

Bible Story for Toddlers
After Joshua died, God’s people stopped obeying God. When God’s people 
turned away from Him, God let other nations take over. The other nations made 
God’s people work very hard, and they were very sad. When they faced troubles, 
God’s people remembered how good it was when they obeyed God. The people 
cried out to God for help. God sent a leader called a judge to help His people. 
The judge fought for God’s people, and he helped them obey God. As long as the 
judge was alive, God’s people obeyed Him. The first three judges were Othniel 
(AHTH nih el), Ehud (EE huhd), and Shamgar (SHAM gahr). God was with 
these men, and they led God’s people and kept them safe.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God’s people did not always obey Him.
 *God sent judges to rescue His people.
 *God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive.

Israel’s 
Unfaithfulness

BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 1–3

STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.

KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus rescues us 
from sin forever.

Unit 9 • Session 1
The Cycle of Judges
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Judges 1. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM. Jesus 

rescues us from sin forever. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “If You’re Happy and You Know It”:

“ When God’s people needed help, He sent *a judge. [Repeat.] 
**But God’s people soon forgot just how much they needed God! 
When God’s people needed help, He sent a judge.”

*Substitute His Son in the second round.
**Substitute Jesus came to rescue us because of His great love in the second round.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. God’s people obeyed as long as the 

judge was alive. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM too! When we trust in Him, 
Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Make a ram’s horn
Help babies place stickers on paper. Roll the paper into a tight megaphone and 
tape it securely. Say the gospel gems and story point into the megaphone.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. Judges would sometimes blow a 

ram’s horn. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM when we trust Jesus. 

Turn and turn back
Place a baby on her back and sit beside her. Hold a baby rattle on one side of her 
body and shake it gently as you move it in an arch to the other side of her body. 
She may turn her head or roll to reach it. Repeat the other way.
SAY: God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. GOD HELPS US OBEY 

HIM. Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key 
passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Judges 1. Show the 
Bible story picture as you tell the story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make JESUS art
Write the name JESUS on construction paper in large letters for each toddler. 
Provide stickers for toddlers to place around the letters in Jesus’ name. Write the 
Christ connection on each child’s artwork.
SAY: God’s people did not always obey Him. God sent judges to rescue God’s 

people, but God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. Jesus 
rescues us from sin forever. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Practice the key passage
Post an allergy alert. Write the key passage in the translation of your choice on an 
inflated balloon. Use a ball if a child in your class has a latex allergy. Gently bop 
the balloon or ball to a child. When she grabs it, repeat the key passage to her. 
Play as time allows.
SAY: Our key passage says God is faithful to forgive us. Faithful means that God 

will always do what He says He will do. God sent judges to rescue God’s 
people when they cried out for help. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Count to three
Gather favorite toys such as blocks, cars, people figures, and so forth. Pile them in 
groups of three. Invite toddlers to touch the items in each pile as you count.
SAY: God sent judges to rescue His people. The first three judges were Othniel, 

Ehud, and Shamgar. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Work very hard
Lead toddlers to carry blocks from one side of the room to another. Talk about 
how the Israelites’ enemies made them work very hard. Retell the story.
SAY: God’s people cried out for help! God sent judges to rescue His people. GOD 

HELPS US OBEY HIM.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Israel’s Unfaithfulness
BIBLE PASSAGE: Judges 1–3
KEY PASSAGE: 1 John 1:9a
STORY POINT: God helps us obey Him.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Transition activity: Play “Red Light, Green Light”
Guide toddlers to line up on one side of the room. Stand a few feet away. Explain 
that when you turn to face the wall and say “green light,” children should move 
toward you. When you turn to face them and say “red light,” they should stop.
SAY: God’s people did not always obey Him. They turned away from Him. God let 

the other nations take over, and God’s people cried out for help. God sent 
judges to rescue His people. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM.

Read about choices
Read books about right and wrong choices. Talk about how we know a choice is 
right or wrong. Hold up a Bible and invite toddlers to touch it.
SAY: The Bible is God’s words. God’s words tell us what is right and wrong. God’s 

people did not always obey Him. They needed help! GOD HELPS US OBEY 

HIM. Jesus rescues us from sin forever.

Compare a line and a circle
Stretch out a jump rope on the floor or make a tape line. Invite toddlers to walk 
along the line. Make the jump rope or tape line into a loop and invite toddlers to 
walk along the line one at a time. Talk about a cycle and retell the Bible story.
SAY: God’s people disobeyed; then they cried out for help. God sent judges to 

rescue His people. God’s people obeyed as long as the judge was alive. Then 
they got in trouble again. GOD HELPS US OBEY HIM when we trust Jesus.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.

© 2018  LifeWay




