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Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24

STORY POINT: God is always with us.

KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us 
victory over sin and death.

Unit 8 • Session 3 

Bible Story for Toddlers
God was with Joshua and the Israelites as they took over the promised land. One 
day, five kings and their armies came to fight Gibeon. The people of Gibeon 
asked Joshua for help. God told Joshua, “Do not be afraid. They will not defeat 
you.” Joshua’s soldiers caught the armies by surprise. Then Joshua said, “God, 
make the sun stand still!” And God did! God also made hailstones fall from 
the sky. God helped Joshua and the Israelites take the land He had promised to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. God fought for His people. When Joshua was old, he 
reminded the Israelites of God’s goodness and wrote down all of God’s words. The 
people said, “We will worship only God.”

Babies Gospel Gems
 *God made the sun stand still.
 *God helped His people take the promised land.
 *God always keeps His promises.

Taking the Land

Unit 8 • Session 3
Conquering the Land
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Joshua 10. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God was with Joshua in battle, and God made 

the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised land. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb” :

“ God is with us everywhere, everywhere, everywhere, 
God is with us everywhere. He will never leave us!”

SAY: GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. God was with Joshua and helped him have 
victory in battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Make a suncatcher
Cut hand-sized circles from clear contact plastic. Tape the circles sticky side up to 
the table or floor. Help babies place yellow and orange tissue paper squares onto 
the plastic. Cover with another contact plastic circle and trim the excess. Write 
God made the sun stand still or the story point on the center. Use a hole punch 
and thread a ribbon to make a hanger for the suncatchers. 
SAY: God made the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised 

land. God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US. 

Knock down five kings
Gather five wooden people figures or peg people. Make sure they do not pose a 
choking hazard. Stand the five people figures in front of a baby, and encourage 
her to knock them down.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people, but God gave Joshua victory. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to use throughout the week. Repeat 
gospel gems and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Joshua 10. Show 
the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel 
gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make sun art
Spread out newspaper or a tablecloth on a table. Provide a paper plate for each 
child. Squirt yellow, orange, and red paint in random spots on the center of each 
child’s plate. Cover with plastic wrap. Encourage toddlers to use their hands on 
the plastic to move the paint around. Set the plates aside to dry. Write God made 
the sun stand still on each child’s artwork.
SAY: God made the sun stand still. God helped His people take the promised 

land. God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Toss and pick up hail
Invite toddlers to spread out. Toss cotton balls in the air to be “hail,” and 
encourage children to gather the cotton balls. Older toddlers may practice their 
fine motor skills by using rubber-tipped tongs or tweezers to pick up hail.
SAY: God helped His people take the promised land. God always keeps His 

promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Show the sun cycle
Set a globe on a table and gather the children around it. Talk about how a globe 
looks like Earth. Dim the lights. Shine a flashlight as you turn the globe slowly. 
Talk about how the earth turns and the sun “moves” in the sky. Tell the story.
SAY: God made the sun stand still in the sky to give the Israelites victory. Jesus 

gives us victory over sin and death. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Play out family scenes
Provide dress-up clothes and home-living items for toddlers to play out family 
scenes. Remind toddlers that Joshua encouraged families to love and obey God.
SAY: God always keeps His promises. GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8a
STORY POINT: God is always with us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Transition activity: Toss “hail” into buckets
Gather rolled up white socks and a couple of buckets. Invite toddlers to stand a few 
steps away and toss the socks into the buckets. Retell the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people. God made the sun stand still to help His 

people win the battle. God helped His people take the promised land. God 
always keeps His promises, and GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Look at shadows
If weather permits, take toddlers outside to a safe location and look at their shadows. 
If the day is cloudy or cold, use a flashlight to make shadows inside the classroom. 
Talk about the Bible story as toddlers play.
SAY: Five kings fought with God’s people. God made the sun stand still to help 

His people win the battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. GOD IS 

ALWAYS WITH US.

Freeze dance
Play upbeat music and encourage the children to dance or wiggle with you. Explain 
that when you turn the music off, the toddlers must freeze. Wait a few seconds in 
the frozen position, restart the music, and play again as time allows.
SAY: God did something amazing in our Bible story! God made the sun stand still 

to help His people win the battle. Jesus gives us victory over sin and death. 
GOD IS ALWAYS WITH US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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