
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)

PAGE 86

EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)
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Joshua 10–11; 24

STORY POINT: 
God made the sun stand still.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Deuteronomy 31:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify 
God by loving Him and obeying Him. 

Unit 8 • Session 3
Taking the Land

BIBLE PASSAGE: 

Unit 8 • Session 3
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LEADER Bible Study
When Moses was the leader of Israel, God gave His people instructions 
about entering the promised land. Among those instructions was the 
command to drive out the nations living in the land of Canaan. (See 
Deut. 7.) These nations were corrupt, and God would judge them for 
their sin. (Lev. 18)

In the first battle, Israel marched around Jericho and the Lord gave them 
the city. As Israel moved to take the rest of the land, God pledged His 
presence to Joshua and reminded Israel of what He required: If you want 
to be successful in the land, you must obey Me. (See Josh. 1:7.) The 
Israelites learned from experience that disobedience to God would result 
in certain defeat, as Achan’s sin brought about their downfall during the 
battle of Ai. (Josh. 7)

During the battles the Israelites faced in Canaan, Joshua (whose name 
means “the Lord saves”) was not in charge; the Lord was. God determined 
whom Israel battled and how Israel would win. Joshua 10–11 describes 
Israel’s defeat of five kings who attacked Gibeon, an ally of Israel. 
Miraculously, God sent hailstones and stopped the sun. He gave Israel the 
victory. God was with Israel as they conquered the rest of the land. Then 
He gave His people years of peace and rest.

Help the preschoolers you teach see the bigger picture beyond Israel’s 
individual battles against the Canaanites. God was keeping His promise 
to give His people the land. God answered the prayers of His people. He 
fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving them and giving them victory 
over their enemies. God was glorified when His people loved and obeyed 
Him. 

In the same way, God is glorified today when we love and obey Him. As 
sinners, we can look to God for victory over sin and death. Jesus defeated 
sin and death by dying on the cross and rising again.
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The BIBLE Story

Taking the Land 
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with Joshua and the Israelites as they entered the 
promised land. The Israelites came to a place ruled by five kings. The 
kings were evil kings; they did not love God. When the kings heard 

about Joshua and the Israelites, they were afraid. They did 
not want to lose a battle against the Israelites. 

So the kings made a plan.
One king called to the other four 
kings in the land. He said to them, 

“Help me attack the people in 
the city of Gibeon. They are 
friends with Joshua and the 
people of Israel.” So the five 
kings went to Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Friends, 
help us! Save us! The five 
kings and their armies are 
fighting with us.” So Joshua 

and his whole army went to 
help the people of Gibeon. The 

Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 
afraid of the kings. I will help you 

win against them.”
When Joshua and his army got to 

the battle, the kings’ armies were surprised! 
They did not know the Israelites were coming. God 

confused the armies and helped the Israelites win the battle. The five 
kings’ armies ran away, but God sent a hailstorm to stop them. 

The battle was not yet over. Joshua and the Israelites needed more 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw the story: 
As you tell the story, 
draw pictures on a 
large sheet of paper 
or a dry erase board 
to help preschoolers 
remember the key 
plot points: five 
crowns to represent 
the kings, large 
hailstones, swords to 
represent the battle, 
the sun and moon, 
and the promised 
land. 

• Say a monologue: 
Invite a male guest 
to dress in Bible 
times clothing and 
tell the Bible story 
from the perspective 
of one of the kings. 
Encourage the guest 
to show emotions of 
defeat and shock at 
appropriate moments 
of the story.
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Taking the Land 
Joshua 10–11; 24

God was with Joshua and the Israelites as they entered the 
promised land. The Israelites came to a place ruled by five kings. The 
kings were evil kings; they did not love God. When the kings heard 

about Joshua and the Israelites, they were afraid. They did 
not want to lose a battle against the Israelites. 

So the kings made a plan.
One king called to the other four 
kings in the land. He said to them, 

“Help me attack the people in 
the city of Gibeon. They are 
friends with Joshua and the 
people of Israel.” So the five 
kings went to Gibeon.

The men of Gibeon sent a 
message to Joshua: “Friends, 
help us! Save us! The five 
kings and their armies are 
fighting with us.” So Joshua 

and his whole army went to 
help the people of Gibeon. The 

Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be 
afraid of the kings. I will help you 

win against them.”
When Joshua and his army got to 

the battle, the kings’ armies were surprised! 
They did not know the Israelites were coming. God 

confused the armies and helped the Israelites win the battle. The five 
kings’ armies ran away, but God sent a hailstorm to stop them. 

The battle was not yet over. Joshua and the Israelites needed more 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Draw the story: 
As you tell the story, 
draw pictures on a 
large sheet of paper 
or a dry erase board 
to help preschoolers 
remember the key 
plot points: five 
crowns to represent 
the kings, large 
hailstones, swords to 
represent the battle, 
the sun and moon, 
and the promised 
land. 

• Say a monologue: 
Invite a male guest 
to dress in Bible 
times clothing and 
tell the Bible story 
from the perspective 
of one of the kings. 
Encourage the guest 
to show emotions of 
defeat and shock at 
appropriate moments 
of the story.

time to fight before the sun went down. Joshua prayed to 
God. He said, “God, please make the sun and the moon 
stand still in the sky.” The sun stood still and the moon 
stopped until Israel and Gibeon beat their enemies. The 
sun did not set for almost a full day! Nothing like that had 
ever happened before. Nothing like that has happened since 
then.

As the Israelites traveled in the promised land, they took 
over many other cities. God fought for His people and 
helped Joshua and the Israelites take over the land God 
had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

For many years, the people of Israel did not fight any 
battles. God gave them peace and rest from their enemies. 
When Joshua was old, he reminded the Israelites about all 
the great things God had done for them. The people said, 
“We will worship the Lord, because He is our God.” Then 
Joshua died.

Christ Connection: Joshua’s name means “The Lord is 
salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving them 
and giving them victory over their enemies. God saved sinners by 
sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross. Jesus gives us victory 
over sin and death.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 

Welcome time
Play the theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers, and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead preschoolers to color each space the appropriate color 
based on the number. Comment when preschoolers see the 
crown emerge.
SAY • Who typically wears a crown? In our Bible story 

today, there were five kings. These kings did not love 
God. Jesus is the only true and good King!

Stand still
Invite preschoolers to take turns seeing how long they can 
stand still in a certain position such as on one foot, holding 
both arms straight out, or on their tiptoes. Consider using 
a timer to record their time. Invite the rest of the group to 
cheer a preschooler on as she tries to remain standing. 
SAY • Standing still can be hard. We get wobbly if we stand 

very long on one foot. We may need something to 
hold onto so we do not fall. In our Bible story today, 

• “Onward, Christian 
Soldiers” song

• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Color by Number” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers

• timer (optional)
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God made the sun and moon stand still. 

Make crowns
Cut a zig-zag line length-wise through a sheet of yellow 
construction paper to make two crown shapes. Make 
enough crowns for each preschooler. Set out markers and 
adhesive-backed jewels for preschoolers to decorate their 
crowns. Staple or tape the ends of the crown together to rest 
on a preschooler’s head. For older preschoolers, you may 
need to add an additional strip of paper to make the crown 
large enough. 
SAY • Look at all the kings and queens in our class! In 

today’s Bible story, the Israelites came to a place 
ruled by five kings. The kings did not love God. The 
kings made a plan to attack the people in the city of 
Gibeon because they were friends with Joshua and 
God’s people. Listen to what happened.

Transition to tell the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to 
copy. Dim the lights and encourage children to pretend it is 
nighttime as they quietly move to Bible study.

• yellow construction 
paper

• scissors (adult use)
• markers
• adhesive-backed 

jewels
• tape or stapler

• countdown video 
(optional)
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 

Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Joshua 10 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible. 
SAY • The Bible is the true Word of God. Our story today is 

in the first part of the Bible—the Old Testament, and 
in the Book of Joshua, just like last week. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story of 
how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus. 

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video, or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • The Israelites needed more time to fight before the 

sun went down. Joshua prayed, and God made the 
sun stand still. Joshua’s name means “The Lord is 
salvation.” God fought for Joshua and the Israelites, 
saving them and giving them victory over their 
enemies. God saved sinners by sending His Son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross. Jesus gives us victory over 
sin and death. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Taking the Land” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Deuteronomy 31:8. Choose 
a child to be the sun. Invite the sun to open your Bible to 
the key passage. Practice saying the verse together several 
times. Guide the sun to stand as still as possible while saying 
the verse. Choose another child to be the sun and repeat. 
SAY • God made the sun stand still so the Israelites could 

finish the battle. God was with them and did not 
abandon them. God will not abandon us either. He 
sent Jesus to give us victory over sin and death.

Sing the key passage song, “Deuteronomy 31:8” and the 
theme song, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, How can we glorify 

God? We can glorify God by loving Him and 
obeying Him. We show that we believe the truth 
about God by what we do and say. God is holy and 
good. It is right for us to love and obey Him.

Missions moment
SAY • Our key passage reminds us that God is with 

us no matter where He asks us to go or what He asks 
us to do. Missionary Bennett Ekandem experienced 
this when he decided to start an after-school center 
for refugee children in Clarkston, Georgia.

Point to the Bennett Ekandem photo, and read the 
caption. Encourage preschoolers to listen and follow your 
instructions as you read Mr. Ekandem’s story.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Mr. Ekandem’s 
Mission” printable

• “Bennett Ekandem 
Photo” printable
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Taking the Land
BIBLE PASSAGE: Joshua 10–11; 24
STORY POINT: God made the sun stand still.
KEY PASSAGE: Deuteronomy 31:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 

Play “Sun, stand still!”
Invite preschoolers to line up on one side of the room. 
Stand across the room holding a circle cut from yellow 
construction paper. Tell preschoolers that when you hold 
the sun up high, they can move toward you, but when you 
put the sun down, they must freeze in place. The first child 
to reach you gets to ask the group the big picture question. 
Lead the rest of the group to respond with the answer. 
Allow the child to hold the sun for the next round.  
SAY • Joshua and his army needed more time to battle the 

kings and their armies. When God made the sun 
stand still, they were able to finish the battle. God 
fought for Joshua and the Israelites, saving them and 
giving them victory over their enemies. God saved 
sinners by sending His Son, Jesus, to die on the cross. 
Jesus gives us victory over sin and death.

Look at books about the sun and moon
Set out a variety of books that feature the sun and moon. 
Comment on God’s power over creation as children browse. 
Read a book as a child shows interest. Avoid fantasy themes 
and texts that conflict with the biblical view of creation. 
SAY • God showed His power over creation when He 

answered Joshua’s prayer to make the sun and moon 

• yellow construction 
paper

• scissors (adult use)

• books about the sun 
and moon
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stand still. God made the sun stand still. Nothing 
like that had ever happened before. Nothing like 
that has happened since then. God fought for the 
Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over 
their enemies. God saved sinners by sending His Son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross. Jesus gives us victory over 
sin and death.

Set up the land
Set out blocks, people figures, and animals figures. Invite 
preschoolers to imagine what it was like for the Israelites to 
move into the land God promised them. Invite preschoolers 
to use the blocks and figures to build a city like the Israelites 
may have done. 
SAY • God helped His people take over the land He 

promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. For many 
years, the people of Israel did not fight any battles. 
God gave them peace and rest from their enemies. 
When Joshua was old, he reminded the Israelites 
about all the great things God had done for them. 
How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 
loving Him and obeying Him.

Explore ice
Before the session, drop small items such as beads, pom-
poms, gems, rocks, or small toys in a variety of containers 
such as ice cube trays, mini muffin pans, and the bottom 
few inches of empty plastic jugs or bottles. Cover the items 
with water and freeze. 

Cover a table and the floor below with a towel. Set 
a large plastic bin on the covered table. Empty the ice 
creations into the bin. Provide eyedroppers and bowls of 

• blocks
• people figures
• animal figures

• beads, pom-poms, 
gems, rocks, or small 
toys

• various containers
• towels 
• water (warm and 

cold)
• bowls
• eyedroppers 
• magnifying glasses

8989Conquering the Land

© 2018 LifeWay



warm and cold water. Show preschoolers how to drop water 
on the ice. Observe what happens. Set out magnifying 
glasses for preschoolers to explore further. 
SAY • God confused the five kings’ armies. They tried to 

run away, but God sent a hailstorm to stop them. 
Hailstones are made of frozen rain. Then God made 
the sun stand still. God fought for Joshua and the 
Israelites, saving them and giving them victory over 
their enemies. God saved sinners by sending His Son, 
Jesus, to die on the cross. Jesus gives us victory over 
sin and death.

Make cards for refugees
Remind preschoolers about missionary Bennett 

Ekandem and his after-school center for refugee children 
in Clarkston, Georgia. Explain that many refugee children 
leave behind family and friends when they are forced to 
leave their country. Finding new friends is important. 

Invite boys and girls to make cards for children at Family 
Heritage Foundation. Give each preschooler a folded sheet 
of construction paper. Encourage children to think of 
things they can draw to show Jesus’ love. Offer markers 
and stickers for preschoolers to decorate cards for their new 
friends. Send cards to: Family Heritage Foundation, 3895 
Church St., Clarkston, GA 30021. 
SAY • Before Mr. Ekandem started an after-school center 

for refugee children, he was afraid and did not want 
to obey God’s plans for him. When he obeyed God, 
he saw that God wanted to use him to share the 
gospel with people from many nations. God has 
plans to use us in missions too. We can obey and not 
be afraid.

• construction paper
• markers
• stickers
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve orange slices for snack. Comment that the sun is 
round and often looks orange, like an orange. Orange trees, 
like all fruit trees, need sunshine to grow fruit. Remind 
preschoolers that God made the sun stand still. Nothing 
like that had ever happened before. Nothing like that has 
happened since then. 

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. How many kings were there in our story? (five)
2. Why did the kings attack Gibeon? (Because the people 

of Gibeon were friends with Joshua and the Israelites)
3. What fell from the sky to first stop the five kings’ 

armies? (God sent a hailstorm)
4. What did Joshua ask God to make stand still so they 

could finish the battle? (the sun and moon)
5. How can we glorify God? We can glorify God by 

loving Him and obeying Him. 

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• orange slices 

(optional)

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Deuteronomy 31:8” 

song
• “Onward, Christian 

Soldiers” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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