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U N I T  1 1   |   S E S S I O N  4

DAVID SINNED AND WAS FORGIVEN
2  S A M U E L  1 1 – 1 2

CHRIST CONNECTION: 
When we sin, God forgives us because Jesus took the punishment for our sins 
when He died on the cross.

BIG PICTURE QUESTION:
What is grace? Grace is when God gives us something good even when we do not deserve it.

KEY PASSAGE PHRASE:
God forgives our wrong choices. Ephesians 1:7
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PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H

LEADER LEADER Bible Study
Why is it that we can be so quick to see 

the sins of others, but have such a hard time 
seeing our own? In 2 Samuel 12, after David 
had grievously sinned against Bathsheba, 
Uriah, and ultimately the Lord, he was 
confronted by Nathan and forced to see the 
disgust of his own failure. 

Nathan came to David with a word from 
the Lord intended to help him see the 
significance of his own sin, but David’s 
response suggests that he wished judgment 
on another for the very same thing he had 
done himself. 

David’s sin had snowballed as he tried to 
cover it up. Ultimately, David’s sin escalated 
to the point of murder. David quickly 
moved on to the next phase of his cover-up 
operation and seemed to have satisfactorily 
dealt with his failure, keeping the circle 
of those who knew the truth as small as 
possible. But Nathan was able to confront 
David in his sin. Nathan helped David see the 
sickness of his own heart and actions, and he 
shared with David what he could expect as a 
consequence of his sin.

David needed what each of us needs as 
well: someone else to help us walk with the 
Lord and show us what we are sometimes 
unwilling to see about ourselves. What 
Nathan did for David was painful but 

powerful. Nathan helped David see sin in his 
life that needed to be dealt with. 

Who in your life has the Lord used or 
could the Lord use to help you see the dark 
places in you that no one else knows? Who 
in your life might the Lord use to help bring 
about true repentance?

Proverbs 27:17 says, “Iron sharpens iron, 
and one person sharpens another.” Iron is 
sharpened by one surface rubbing against 
another so that the imperfections can be 
broken away. As we follow Jesus, we need 
one another to walk in the light and find 
forgiveness in the Lord.

TERMS TO KNOW
Repentance: change 
of mind; regret or 
remorse accompanying 
a realization that wrong 
has been done; a 
thorough turning from 
self to God in which 
God is recognized as 
the most important fact 
of one’s existence.
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GATHER GATHER Supplies
Keep a supply of the following items available during all teaching sessions: Allergy Alert, 
Bibles, washable markers, crayons, scissors (adult use), blunt-tipped scissors, construction 
paper, copy paper, glue sticks, glue, tape, baby dolls, blocks, play dough, and a beanbag.  

WELCOME

Decorate a mural 
with paper squares

  F Big Picture 
Question Poster

  F large pieces of 
paper, 2, used 
in “Decorate 
a mural with 
markers” 
in previous 
sessions 
(keep to use 
throughout 
the unit)

  F paper squares 
cut from 
construction 
paper

LEARN

Reveal the picture
  F Bible Story 
Picture

  F sticky notes

Practice the key 
passage phrase on 
one foot

  F Key Passage 
Phrase Marker

LOVE

Count the crayons
  F container 
(optional)

Play with animal 
figures

  F animal figures, 
including sheep 
figures

Pick up the sheep
  F cotton balls
  F tweezers or 
tongs

  F ice cube trays

LIVE

Hide the artwork
  F small pieces of 
cardboard, 1 per 
child

  F craft and office 
supplies such as 
sticks, yarn, and 
large paper clips

  F foil, 1 large piece 
per child

  F adhesive address 
labels with the 
key passage 
phrase printed, 
1 per child 

Make a Bible story 
video

  F “Video Missions 
Poster” 
printable

  F smart phone, 
tablet, or other 
recording device

  F related props for 
Bible stories

Snack and transition
  F snacks
  F Activity Page, 
1 per child

BONUS 

Find the animals
  F animal figures 
used earlier 
in “Play with 
animal figures” 

Find the hidden 
objects

  F large plastic 
container

  F plastic tablecloth
  F play sand
  F small objects 
such as animal 
figures, 
magnetic 
letters, or small 
blocks

  F slotted spoons
  F sifters

Work animal puzzles
  F animal puzzles
  F pictures of 
animals printed 
on heavyweight 
paper (optional)

PREPARE 

Y O U R  H E A R T  T O  T E A C H
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Transition from WELCOME to LEARN
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Provide as many learning activities as possible from the Love and Live sections to give 
preschoolers choices to learn. Incorporate the Bible story, the Christ connection, and key 
passage phrase in your conversation as the preschoolers engage in learning activities 
throughout the session. 

WELCOMEWELCOME

Use the following activity to greet children as they enter the classroom. Talk about the big 
picture question and answer. After each child completes the welcome activity, encourage him 
to participate in the activities provided from the Love and Live sections of the leader guide.

DECORATE A MURAL WITH PAPER SQUARES

Post the big picture question poster near the entrance to the classroom. Post the mural from 
“Decorate a mural with markers” used in the previous session to the wall at the preschoolers’ 
eye level. Reveal the letter C, while covering the letter E with the other large piece of paper. 
Place squares cut from construction paper and glue sticks near the mural. Greet preschoolers 
as they enter the room. Encourage them to decorate the letter C with the paper squares. Keep 
the mural to be used each week throughout the unit.

SAY   I am so glad that you are at church today. We are decorating the letter C today on our 
mural with paper squares. The letter C is in the word grace. Grace is God’s love we do not deserve. 
[Point to the big picture question poster.] Today we will learn in our Bible story that David disobeyed 
God. He made a plan to do something he should not have. David sinned, and God forgave him. God 
showed David grace when He forgave him. God shows us grace too. 

WELCOME
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LEARN LEARN the Bible Story
TIPTOE TO GROUP TIME
Encourage preschoolers to quietly tiptoe to group time with you. Make at least one rotation 
around the classroom as you come together.

SAY   Sometimes we try to be quiet and hide when we know that we have done something wrong. 
In our story today, we will learn about a time when David made a wrong choice. God knew what 
David did.   

TELL THE BIBLE STORY
Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11–12. Tell the Bible story using the provided story below. 

DAVID SINNED AND WAS FORGIVEN
SAY   David was the king of Israel. One evening, David was walking on the roof of his palace. He 
looked out and saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba. Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one of 
the best men in David’s army. David made up a plan. He told the leader of the army to send Uriah 
into the hardest part of the battle. David’s plan worked. Uriah died, so David took Bathsheba into his 
house to be his wife.

God knew what David did, and He sent Nathan the prophet to talk to David. Nathan told David a 
story: A traveler came to a rich man who had many animals. The rich man did not give the traveler 
his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s lamb—the only lamb the poor man had—and gave it to 
the traveler.

This story made David angry. “The rich man should be punished!” David said.

“You are the man!” Nathan said. God had made David king and given him more than he needed, but 
David took what was not his. David knew he had sinned against God.   

Christ Connection: When we sin, God forgives us because Jesus took the punishment for our sins 
when He died on the cross.

LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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Transition from LEARN to LOVE
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LEARN 

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

REVEAL THE PICTURE
Cover the Bible story picture with sticky notes. Allow children to take turns removing the 
sticky notes as you review the story. Talk about what you see in the picture.

SAY   David was the king of Israel. He made a plan to do something he should not have. God knew 
what David did. Nathan told David a story about a traveler who came to a rich man who had a lot 
of animals. The man took an animal from a poor man. David was angry. Nathan said, ‘You are that 
man.’ David knew he had sinned against God. When we sin, God forgives us because Jesus took the 
punishment for our sins when He died on the cross.  

SING A SONG
Sing the song to the familiar tune of “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.”

“God forgives our wrong choices. 
God forgives our wrong choices. 
God forgives our wrong choices. 
Ephesians 1:7”

PRACTICE THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE ON ONE FOOT
Place the key passage phrase marker in your Bible at Ephesians 1:7. Invite a child to open 
your Bible to the key passage phrase. Encourage preschoolers to repeat the key passage 
phrase with you while standing on one foot. Allow preschoolers to hold on to something for 
support if needed.

SAY   David made a wrong choice. He sinned against God. The Bible tells us that God forgives our 
wrong choices. God forgave David. God forgives us too.  

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for forgiving David when he made a wrong choice. Thank Him for 
forgiving us when we make wrong choices.
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Transition from LOVE to LIVE

Younger Preschool Leader Guide  |  Unit 11 • Session 4  | 82

LOVELOVE God because of what we learned

COUNT THE CRAYONS 
Invite preschoolers to join you at a table. Show them crayons. Instruct each preschooler to 
grab a few crayons. Consider placing the crayons in a container to make it easier for children 
to select them. Once everyone has crayons, assist preschoolers in counting how many they 
have. Talk about who has more crayons and who has fewer crayons. For round two of the 
game, hide the crayons in the classroom and invite preschoolers to find them. When they 
return to the table, count how many they have. Repeat the game several times as time allows.

SAY   God made David king and had given him more than he needed, but David took what was not 
his. Nathan told David a story about a rich man who took a poor man’s lamb, even though he had 
many more animals of his own. The story made David angry. Nathan told David that he was that 
man. He had disobeyed God and taken something that was not his. 

PLAY WITH ANIMAL FIGURES
Place animal figures, including sheep, near the block area. Encourage preschoolers to build 
fences for the animals with blocks. As preschoolers place the animals in the fenced areas, 
encourage them to count the animals and see who has more.

SAY   David sinned against God. Nathan, the prophet, came to David and told him a story about a 
rich man who had many animals. A traveler came to see the man. Instead of taking one of his many 
animals to give to the traveler, he took the only lamb a poor man had and gave it to the traveler. 
David was angry when he heard the story. Nathan said, ‘You are like that man!’ David knew he had 
sinned against God and taken something that was not his. 

PICK UP THE SHEEP
Place cotton balls, tweezers or tongs, and empty ice cube trays on a table. Demonstrate for 
preschoolers how to use the tweezers to pick up the cotton balls and place them in the ice 
cube trays. For preschoolers who are still working on fine motor skills, encourage them to 
pinch and pick up the cotton balls with their index finger and thumb. Once preschoolers have 
filled the tray, guide them to use the tweezers to remove the cotton balls from the tray and 
repeat the activity. 

SAY   These cotton balls remind me of sheep. In our Bible story today, Nathan told a story about 
a rich man who took the only lamb a poor man had and gave it away instead of giving away one of 
the many animals he had. David was like the rich man. God had made David king and had given him 
more than he needed, but David took what was not his. David had sinned against God. 

LOVE 

T H E  G O D  O F  T H E  G O S P E L
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LIVE 

T H E  M I S S I O N  O F  T H E  G O S P E L

LIVE LIVE for God out of love

HIDE THE ARTWORK
Print the key passage phrase on adhesive address labels. Place pieces of cardboard, glue, 
craft sticks, yarn, large paper clips, and foil on a table. Distribute a piece of cardboard to each 
child. Invite preschoolers to glue several craft and office supplies on their cardboard pieces. 
Carefully place a large sheet of foil over each cardboard piece, hiding what objects are glued 
beneath. Lead preschoolers to gently mold the foil around the objects. Fold any excess foil 
around the back of the cardboard and secure with tape. Give each preschooler a key passage 
phrase address label to attach to his finished artwork.

SAY   David disobeyed God. He thought he had hidden what he did wrong, but God knew. Our key 
passage phrase reminds us that God forgives our wrong choices. God forgave David and God forgives 
us too. Jesus took the punishment for our sins when He died on the cross. 

MAKE A BIBLE STORY VIDEO 
Print the “Video Missions Poster” printable. Invite children to imagine they are telling a 
Bible story for a group of people to hear it for the first time. Look at each picture of the 
“Video Missions Poster” and read the captions to the preschoolers. Ask children to explain 
what they think is happening in the pictures. Encourage the preschoolers to talk about 
which stories they would like to tell the people. Suggest children use props to role play the 
story. Use a smart phone, tablet, or other recording device to video the children as they tell 
the Bible story. Make sure to follow your church’s policies for taking pictures and videos of 
preschoolers. Then, play the video for them.

SAY   We made videos of different Bible stories. How do you think missionaries could use a video 
like the one we just made? Missionaries use different ways to tell other people about Jesus. Making 
videos of Bible stories is a great way to tell people Bible stories. The missionaries are able to tell the 
stories in the people’s languages so they can understand the information. How do you think people 
feel when they can learn about Jesus in a language they can understand? 

SNACK AND TRANSITION 
Post an allergy alert. Serve the snack. As children eat, review and talk about the Bible story. 
When children finish snack, lead them to complete the activity page. As they work, continue 
talking about the Bible story and emphasize the Christ connection. 

SAY   When we sin, God forgives us because Jesus took the punishment for our sins when He died 
on the cross. 

Remember to communicate helpful information to the bonus teaching hour leaders. If 
parents are picking up children at this time, tell them something their child did well during 
the session. Distribute the big picture cards for families. Encourage parents to engage with 
the family discussion starters and family activities during the week.
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Group Time

FIND THE ANIMALS
Place animal figures used in “Play with animal figures” around the room. Ask children to find 
them and bring them to group time. Tell children that Nathan told David a story about a rich 
man who had many animals.

TALK ABOUT THE BIBLE STORY
Open the Bible to 2 Samuel 11–12. Use the summarized points to talk about the Bible story. 

DAVID SINNED AND WAS FORGIVEN
• One evening, King David saw a woman named Bathsheba, the wife of a soldier 
named Uriah. 

• David wanted Bathsheba to be his wife. David sent Uriah to the hardest battle, and Uriah 
died. David married Bathsheba. 

• David thought no one knew what he did, but God knew. 

• Nathan told David a story about a traveler who came to a rich man who had many animals. 
The rich man did not give the traveler his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s 
lamb—the only lamb the poor man had—and gave it to the traveler. 

• David was upset. “The rich man should be punished!” Nathan said to David, “You are 
the man!” 

• God had given David more than he needed, but David took what was not his. David knew he 
made a wrong choice.

SING A SONG
Sing the song to the familiar tune of “For He’s a Jolly Good Fellow.”

“God forgives our wrong choices. 
God forgives our wrong choices. 
God forgives our wrong choices. 
Ephesians 1:7”  

MOVE TO THE KEY PASSAGE PHRASE 
Invite children to repeat the key passage phrase with you as you move. Say the phrase with 
your hands on your head. Next, with your hands on your hips. Then, say the phrase with your 
hand on your toes. Repeat several times varying how quickly you move and say the phrase.

PRAY
Pray, thanking God for forgiving our wrong choices. 
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BONUS 

T E A C H I N G  H O U R

BONUS BONUS Teaching Hour Activities

CUT AND GLUE HEARTS 
Place construction paper, scissors, and glue on a table. Draw hearts on several pieces of 
construction paper. Cut out several hearts as well. Invite preschoolers to join you at the table. 
Older preschoolers may enjoy using the scissors and cutting out the hearts you have drawn. 
Some preschoolers may prefer to use the hearts that you have already cut out. Distribute 
an uncut blank piece of construction paper to each preschooler. Encourage children to glue 
heart shapes on their papers. Ask preschoolers where you can write the key passage phrase 
on their papers. Print, God forgives our wrong choices. Ephesians 1:7 on preschoolers’ papers.

SAY   David sinned against God. God had made David king and had given him more than he 
needed, but David took what was not his. He made a wrong choice. He sinned by disobeying God. 
When we sin, God forgives us when we ask because Jesus took the punishment for our sins when He 
died on the cross. The Bible says, ‘God forgives our wrong choices.’  

FIND THE HIDDEN OBJECTS
Lay a plastic tablecloth on a table or floor. Place a container two-thirds full of sand on the 
tablecloth. Hide several small objects such as animal figures, magnetic letters, or small 
blocks in the sand. Encourage preschoolers to use slotted spoons and sifters, or their hands 
to sift through the sand to find the objects. After they have found the objects, encourage 
preschoolers to hide them again in the sand. 

SAY   David sinned against God. David thought what he did was hidden and that no one knew. But 
God knew. God sent the prophet Nathan to talk to David about what he had done. David realized that 
he had sinned against God. God forgives our wrong choices. 

WORK ANIMAL PUZZLES
Place several animal puzzles on a table for preschoolers to complete. If you do not have 
animal puzzles readily available, consider printing pictures of animals on heavyweight paper 
and cutting each picture into several pieces to make puzzles. Encourage preschoolers to work 
the puzzles alone or with a friend. 

SAY   Nathan told David a story about a traveler who came to see a rich man who had many 
animals. The rich man did not give the traveler his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s 
lamb and gave it to the traveler. It was the only lamb the poor man had. The story made David 
angry. Nathan said, ‘You are the man!’ David had more than he needed but took something that 
did not belong to him. He sinned against God. When we sin, God forgives us because Jesus took the 
punishment for our sins when He died on the cross. 

Release preschoolers to parents according to your church’s security procedure. Tell them 
something that their child enjoyed doing or did well during the session. 
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