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Jacob’s New Name

BIBLE PASSAGE:

KEY PASSAGE:

STORY POINT:

Genesis 32–33

Genesis 28:15a

God keeps His promises.

When we trust in
Jesus, God calls us His children.

CHRIST CONNECTION:

Bible Story for Toddlers
After many years, God blessed Jacob with many children and many flocks. Jacob
still worked for Laban. One day, God told Jacob to go home to Canaan. Jacob
prayed to God. Jacob was afraid his brother Esau might still want to hurt him.
On the way, Jacob wrestled all night with a man. When the sun was coming up,
Jacob said, “I will not let You go until You bless me.” The man gave Jacob a new
name: Israel. Jacob knew the man was God. Jacob trusted God’s plan, and he was
not afraid anymore. Jacob went to meet Esau. Esau was glad to see Jacob’s big
family. Jacob praised God. Jacob’s family became a nation called Israel.
Gospel Gems
**God told Jacob to go back home.
**God gave Jacob a new name: Israel.
**God sent Jesus through the people of Israel.

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com.
For free training and session-by-session help, visit http://www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.
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BABIES Activities
Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to
Genesis 32–33. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a
soothing voice. Read the key passage card.
SAY: God kept His promise to be with Jacob. Now God told Jacob to go back
home. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. [Pray for the babies.]
Sing a hymn
Sing the chorus of “Where He Leads Me I Will Follow.” If you are unfamiliar
with the tune, check it out online before class.
“Where He leads me, I will follow; where He leads me, I will follow.
Where He leads me, I will follow.
I’ll go with Him, with Him, all the way.”
SAY: God told Jacob to go back home, but Jacob was worried. On the way
home, God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. When we trust in Jesus, God
calls us His children. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.

3

Make name art
Write the name Israel on a sheet of colorful paper for each child. Provide jumbo
crayons and stickers for him to decorate his paper while you supervise to make
sure he does not put items in his mouth. Write the story point on the art.
SAY: God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. God sent Jesus through the people of
Israel. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
Go on a walk
Push babies in a stroller inside or outside according to your church’s security
procedures. You may also walk around the room, carrying a baby in your arms.
SAY: God told Jacob to go back home, and it was a long trip. On the way, God
gave Jacob a new name: Israel. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Biblelearning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities
Circle time (1-3 minutes)
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the
key passage card and guide toddlers to say it. Open your Bible to Genesis 32–33.
Show the Bible story picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.
Repeat the key passage
Invite toddlers to stand up and hold hands. Walk slowly in a circle as you say to
the tune of “Ring Around the Rosie” : “God made a promise, / He will always
keep it, / God said, God said, “I am with you.” When you say “you,” toddlers will
crouch down. Read the key passage card and briefly retell the story.
SAY: God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. God sent Jesus through the people of
Israel. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
Show strength
Invite toddlers to spread out and perform simple exercises, such as marching in
place, hopping with both feet, twisting side to side, and pumping their arms.
Briefly retell the Bible story.
SAY: God told Jacob to go home. On the way home, Jacob wrestled with a man
who was really God! God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. God sent Jesus
through the people of Israel. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
Read a book about Jacob
Print and assemble the “God Keeps His Promises Book” printable. Read the book
to toddlers. Talk about how God always keeps His promises.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. One of His best promises is that when we
trust in Jesus, God calls us His children.
Look at nature items
Before class, gather smooth hand-sized stones, leaves, flowers, and other nature
items. Post an allergy alert. As toddlers examine the items, talk about the story.
SAY: God had promised to be with Jacob. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. Now
God told Jacob to go back home. God helped Jacob meet with Esau.
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BONUS Teaching Hour
Jacob’s New Name
Genesis 32–33
KEY PASSAGE: Genesis 28:15a
STORY POINT: God keeps His promises.
CHRIST CONNECTION: When we trust in Jesus, God calls us His children.
SESSION TITLE:

BIBLE PASSAGE:

Transition activity: Make name tags
Write each toddler’s name in bold print on a piece of colorful paper. Provide stickers
for toddlers to decorate their paper. Write the Christ Connection beneath each
child’s name. Tape yarn to each of the top corners to make a name tag, making sure
the yarn is long enough to prevent a choking hazard.
SAY: GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES no matter what. God had promised to be with
Jacob when he ran away from Esau and when God told Jacob to go home.
God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. When we trust in Jesus, God calls us His
children.
Follow a path
Use colorful masking tape to tape a path around the room for toddlers to walk
along. Include zigzag steps, looping steps, and so forth. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY: God told Jacob to go home. Jacob went, even though he was worried about
seeing Esau again. God gave Jacob a new name: Israel. When we trust in
Jesus, God calls us His children. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES.
Build with blocks
Provide blocks or interlocking bricks for toddlers to build a pen to hold vinyl sheep
and cattle figures. Invite toddlers to play out the story, Read the key passage card.
SAY: God promised to be with Jacob. GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES. God gave Jacob
a big family and riches. Later God sent Jesus through the people of Israel.
Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story
point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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