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Unit 15 • Session 4

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Habakkuk

STORY POINT:  
Habakkuk learned to have faith  

and trust in God.

KEY PASSAGE:  
2 Chronicles 7:14

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? 

Before He created the world, God planned 
to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Habakkuk the 
Prophet
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LEADER Bible Study
How much time do you spend waiting? Think about it. Waiting for a 
traffic light to turn green, waiting at the doctor’s office, waiting at the 
drive-thru, waiting for a phone call, waiting for a birthday, waiting on 
someone else.

The fact is, we spend a lot of our time waiting. Why do we wait? We 
know something is coming. A major factor in waiting is faith—“the 
reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen” (Heb. 11:1). 
This is precisely what the prophet Habakkuk addressed. Habakkuk was a 
contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, living in Judah shortly before it 
was taken into captivity. He found himself in a period of waiting, first for 
judgment and then for revival.

All around him, people were oppressed and violence escalated. The Book 
of Habakkuk records the prophet’s dialogue with the Lord. “How long, 
Lord, must I call for help?” Habakkuk asked. “Why do You tolerate 
wrongdoing?”

God answered. He was going to raise up the Babylonians, and they would 
hold captive the people of Judah.

Habakkuk prayed again. Judah deserved to be punished, but the Babylonians 
were even more wicked than Judah; how could God, in essence, bless them?

God answered. The Babylonian captivity would not last forever. After some 
time, God was going to rescue His people and punish the Babylonians.

God’s people waited to be delivered from captivity, and those who are in 
Christ are waiting for the fulfillment of Christ’s return. Until then, we live 
by faith. (See Heb. 10:35-38.) We can trust that God is sovereign over the 
future, so “though the fig tree does not bud and there is no fruit on the 
vines … yet I will celebrate in the Lord; I will rejoice in the God of my 
salvation!” (Hab. 3:17-18).
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Habakkuk the Prophet
Habakkuk

Habakkuk (huh BAK kuk) the prophet prayed to God. “How 
long, O Lord?” he prayed. “How long will I cry to You for help and You 
do not hear me?” Habakkuk had told God about all the violence that 

was happening in Judah, but nothing seemed to change.
“Why do You let bad things happen? 

People are fighting and stealing. The bad 
guys always win,” Habakkuk said.

God was listening. He knew 
what was happening. God 

answered, “Watch! I am 
doing something amazing, 
something you wouldn’t 
believe if I told you.”

Then God told 
Habakkuk what was going 
to happen. God was raising 
up enemies—the mighty 
Babylonians. No one could 

stand in their way. Their army 
would be strong and fast, like 

hungry eagles that swoop from the 
sky to catch little mice in a field. The 

Babylonians were going to come and 
make God’s people prisoners!

Would this really happen? Habakkuk 
wanted the evil in Judah to stop, but the people of 

Babylon were evil too.
“Why do it this way, Lord?” Habakkuk asked.
God answered, “I’m going to show you what will happen. Be 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Use dramatic 
dialogue: Speak 
Habakkuk’s words 
as you look upward. 
Pause slightly 
between his dialogue 
and the rest of the 
narrative.

• Display art: Show 
the Bible story 
picture as you tell the 
Bible story.

The BIBLE Story
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patient and wait for it. If you are righteous, you will live by 
faith. It may seem like evil people are winning now, but 
they won’t win in the end.”

God knows how to deal with evil people like the 
Babylonians. He promised Habakkuk that the people’s 
captivity in Babylon wouldn’t last forever. God was going to 
bring His people back to their land.

Habakkuk prayed. People had forgotten about God. 
They didn’t care about sin. They didn’t pray. Habakkuk 
wanted that to change! He wanted people to wake up—to 
love God and hate sin.

“You have done so many amazing, powerful things. 
Please do it again so everyone will know You. Be merciful to 
us,” Habakkuk said.

Habakkuk praised God for His power. The 
Babylonians were going to come, and life for the people 
in Judah would be very hard for a while. But Habakkuk 
had faith, and he would wait for the day when God 
would rescue His people from the Babylonians. 

Finally Habakkuk said, “Even if the trees and vines 
do not produce fruit, even if nothing grows in the fields, 
and even if there are no sheep in the pens and no cattle 
in the barns, I will be glad because of the Lord. I will 
rejoice in God who saves.”

Christ Connection: Habakkuk lived at a time when evil 
seemed to be everywhere. By faith, he trusted God’s promise 
that God would deliver His people. Injustice, violence, and 
wickedness surround us today, but we can live by faith and 
trust that Jesus will return to make all things right.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Habakkuk the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Habakkuk
STORY POINT: Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
God’s plan seemed confusing. Be ready with examples from 
your life if the kids struggle to think of examples. 
SAY • God always does what is best. All His plans are for 

His glory and our good. But that doesn’t mean we 
will always understand His plans. Sometimes God 
does things in ways that don’t make sense to us. Is it 
easy or difficult to trust God in those situations?

Activity page (5 minutes)

Invite kids to complete the “From Hate to Love” activity 
page. Challenge kids to change one letter at a time to 
transform the word hate into the word love.
SAY • It took a few steps, but you were able to change the 

word hate into the word love. Today we will learn 
about a prophet named Habakkuk. He looked out 
and saw many sad things happening in Judah. But 
God can turn even sad things to good. Only God can 
turn our hearts to Him to help us love Him.

• “From Hate to Love” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Fair or unfair
Designate or label each side of the room as either fair or 
unfair. Then read the following statements. Kids should 
walk to the side of the room they feel reflects the nature of 
the situation. Choose volunteers to explain their reasoning.

• Your teacher disciplines you for talking, but you were 
only asking a classmate to be quiet.

• You got caught sneaking an extra cookie, and your 
mom sent you to your room.

• There was only one piece of pie left, and your brother 
said you could have it.

• Your friend borrowed your favorite video game but 
scratched up the disc, and now it won’t play.

SAY • Every day we face situations that can feel unfair. 
When unfair things happen, we can feel pretty sad 
and frustrated. Today we will learn about a time 
God planned to punish Judah for their evil choices, 
but He would use a nation of people even more evil! 
Does that sound fair to you? We’ll learn more soon.

OPTION 2: H-A-B-A-K-K-U-K
Fill a large basin or tub with sand, dry rice, or beans. 
Hide in the sand magnets or other objects shaped like the 
individual letters of the name Habakkuk. Allow the kids to 
take turns looking for the letters. 
SAY • Great job! With those letters, we can spell the name 

Habakkuk. He was a prophet of God. Habakkuk 
lived in a time when God’s people kept disobeying 
God, and God had plans to discipline them.

Transition to teach the story

• paper (optional)
• pen (optional)
• tape (optional)

• Allergy Alert
• basin or tub
• sand, dry rice, or dry 

beans
• magnet letters or 

other letter-shaped 
objects 
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Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)

[Leader enters wearing casual clothing. He or she walks to the 
mailbox and opens it, withdrawing a letter from within.]
LEADER • Howdy-do, neighbors! It seems you all have 

caught me on my way out to the mailbox again. As 
you may know, I simply love getting mail. 

[Open letter to skim it.] Let’s see what we have 
today … Oh wow! It’s a letter from my mom. Oh, 
and it’s good news too! That’s wonderful. Things have 
been very difficult for my parents for some time. 
My dad has been really sick for a long time, and 
their house was hit by some pretty strong wind and 
storms. For a while, it felt like only bad things were 
happening to them. 

Thankfully, the doctors have finally figured out 
what was making Dad so sick, and their church 
family is helping them repair their roof. I’m happy 
that things are looking up for them, but I’m even 

• countdown video

• leader attire
• mailbox
• letter

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Habakkuk the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Habakkuk
STORY POINT: Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.
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more happy that they trusted God through all the 
tough times, even when they didn’t know how things 
would turn out.

You know, that reminds me of a story from the 
Bible. The Bible is like a letter from God to us. It 
tells us about Him and His love for us. It tells us the 
story of His plan to rescue us from sin.

Big picture question (1 minute)

LEADER • That brings us to our big picture question. 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 
He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. Nothing catches God off 
guard. He knows all things before they happen and 
has perfectly planned for everything. Even though 
He knew people would choose sin, He created us 
anyway because He is loving and good. He even 
planned to rescue us from sin!

Giant timeline (1 minute)

Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • And boy oh boy did people need to be rescued! 

God sent prophets to warn Judah to obey God. The 
prophet Isaiah told about the Messiah, but the 
people still chose sin. Most of the kings were bad, 
but even the good ones weren’t enough. Hezekiah 
and Josiah led the people back to God, but those 
reforms did not last. Jeremiah told God’s people 
about a new and better covenant, but it had not 
come yet. God’s people sinned and sinned, refusing 
to repent. That’s where our story picks up today. 

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)

Open your Bible to the Book of Habakkuk. Use the Bible 
storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “Habakkuk the 
Prophet.”
LEADER • Can you imagine Habakkuk’s confusion and 

frustration? He knew God and loved God, but no 
one around him seemed to understand that God is 
good and His ways are best. 

Sometimes I think about it in this way: Pretend 
you have a bowl of marbles that look a little bit 
like candy. You know they aren’t candy. You know 
that eating them will hurt you because they aren’t 
food. But everyone you know keeps going to the 
bowl and taking huge mouthfuls of the marbles and 
swallowing them. They don’t seem to notice or care; 
they just keep eating more! 

Sin is like that in some ways. People who are 
dead in sin usually don’t even know that their sinful 
choices are hurting them. And sometimes they do 
know but do not care. 

The idea that God was going to allow His people 
to be captured by a group of people even more evil 
than they were probably seemed a little scary, but 
Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God. 
God reminded Habakkuk that He would be faithful 
to His people; He would punish their wickedness, 
but their punishment would not last forever. 

Christ connection
LEADER • Habakkuk lived at a time when evil seemed to be 

everywhere. By faith, he trusted God’s promise that 

• Bibles
• “Habakkuk the 

Prophet” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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God would deliver His people. Injustice, violence, 
and wickedness surround us today, but we can live 
by faith and trust that Jesus will return to make all 
things right.

It is normal to see evil in the world and feel a deep 
sadness. We were created to live in a perfect world 
with no sin, but we actually live in a world that is 
broken by our sin, and we are broken by sin as well. 
How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 
He created the world, God planned to send the 
Messiah to save sinners. When we trust in Jesus, He 
forgives our sin and begins to heal the damage sin 
causes. Someday, Jesus will come back to earth and 
fix all that sin has broken. 

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)

Show the “Unit 15, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how God can be everywhere 
at once. Guide them to discuss if God’s presence comforts 
them.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 

Show the “10:12 Sports (Part 2)” missions video.
LEADER • Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in 

God. Teenagers in Baltimore are learning to trust in 
God too. Missionaries like Coach Sean are teaching 
them that Jesus is more important than football. You 
don’t have to live in Baltimore or travel to another 
city to teach people about the importance of Jesus. 
You can share the gospel from right where you are!

• “Unit 15, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “10:12 Sports (Part 2)” 
missions video
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Key passage (5 minutes)

Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together 2 Chronicles 7:14. Then sing “I Will Hear.”
LEADER • God is faithful. He hears us when we repent and 

call out to Him for salvation. Just as He promised 
to heal His people and fix their brokenness, He has 
promised to forgive us of sin and fix our brokenness 
too, when we trust in Jesus.

Sing (4 minutes)

LEADER • Let’s sing to God. He is faithful and good.
Sing together “Once and For All.”

Pray (2 minutes)

Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • God, thank You for being faithful to us. Thank 

You that we do not have to work to earn Your love. 
You give it to us freely. Help us love You in return 
and obey You out of that love. Help us trust You even 
in the middle of hard times when evil seems to be 
all around us. We know that evil cannot win because 
You have already won. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “I Will Hear” song

• “Once and For All” 
song
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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APPLY the Story

SESSION TITLE: Habakkuk the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Habakkuk
STORY POINT: Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God.
KEY PASSAGE: 2 Chronicles 7:14
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? Before 

He created the world, God planned to send the Messiah to save sinners.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)

Allow volunteers to say the key passage from memory. 
Praise each kid’s efforts and help kids if they get stuck. Then 
lead the kids in saying the key passage in various voices, 
using the motions developed in session 1.

Suggested voices:
• a high-pitched, squeaky voice
• a low-pitched, booming voice
• a robotic, monotone voice
• a sing-song voice

SAY • Great job with that key passage! Keep working on it 
over the next few weeks. This key passage helps us 
understand how God feels about sinners. He loves 
everyone and wants to heal everyone who repents 
and turns to Jesus. That’s why He sent Jesus!

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)

Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help kids find the Book of 
Habakkuk. You may select a strong reader in your group to 
read a short passage, such as Habakkuk 3:17-19. Remind 
the group that Habakkuk is in the Minor Prophets division 
because it is short, not because it is less important.  

• Key Passage Poster

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Whom did God plan to use to punish Judah? (the 

Babylonians, Hab. 1:6)
2. How will the righteous live? (by faith, Hab. 2:4)
3. Would Habakkuk stop praising God if things stayed 

hard? (no, Hab. 3:17-18)
4. Why do you think God punished His people’s sin? 

Guide kids to see that God’s justice is a part of His 
love. He punishes sin to prevent sin from growing and 
destroying more lives. Help kids see that if God simply 
allowed sin to grow and thrive, He would be going 
against His very character as a loving and holy God. 

5. When you think about God’s plan to punish Jesus 
for our sin, how do you feel? Guide kids to discuss 
their thoughts. Ask them questions about if they feel 
more grateful toward God, more shocked at His love, or 
more humbled by Jesus’ sacrifice. 

6. How can we have faith even when the world seems 
scary or evil? Guide kids to talk about our ultimate 
source of hope. Remind kids that we know Jesus will 
return and fix everything broken in the world. We know 
that evil will not win in the end. If we trust in Jesus, we 
will live in His perfect kingdom when He returns; if we 
reject Him, we will bear the punishment of our sin that 
we deserve.

SAY • Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in God. 
Habakkuk did not fully understand God’s plan to use 
an evil nation to punish His people, but he realized 
that God would not let Babylon go unpunished 
either. Our hope comes from knowing that Jesus will 
return and destroy evil forever.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)

OPTION 1: Coaching calisthenics
Instruct the kids to gather at one side of the room, 

but spread out so they can to wave their arms without 
hitting one another. Select a kid to be “Coach.” She will 
stand at the other end of the room and lead the kids to do 
a series of simple calisthenic exercises, such as running in 
place, waving arm circles, jumping jacks, or squats. After a 
minute or so, select another kid to be Coach. 
SAY • In sports like football, players learn to trust their 

coach. They trust that the coach wants what is best 
for the team. That’s one reason sports ministry can be 
so helpful in teaching people about Jesus. In a way, it 
is like seeing Jesus as your trusted coach!

Habakkuk learned to have faith and trust in 
God. When we choose to follow Jesus, we learn to 
have faith and trust in Him. He loves us and always 
does what is best for us. Christians like the coaches 
in Baltimore choose to spend their lives helping 
others trust in God.

OPTION 2: If …, then …
Provide a sheet of paper and a pencil to each kid. Help the 
kids craft “if …, then …” statements about situations they 
may face. Provide example statements like the ones below:

• If I am hungry, then I will eat lunch.
• If I break the rules, then I will get in trouble.
• If my friend asks for a high-five, then I will give her a 
high-five.

SAY • The Book of Habakkuk ends with a kind of “if …, 
then …” statement. But it sounds pretty different 
from what you might say. Habakkuk said something 

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• pencils
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like, “If things stay difficult, then I will trust God 
anyway.” As he spoke with God, Habakkuk learned 
to have faith and trust in God. Even though things 
looked like they were only getting worse, God is in 
charge of all things. God can use even hard times to 
do amazingly good things. 

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)

Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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